PNP to print posters 


of top 20 most wanted men 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


ONE HAS been on the run for 18 years after 
allegedly gunning down an opponent of the 
late dictator Ferdinand Marcos. Another has 
been linked to alleged efforts to destabilize 
President MacapagalArroyos administra- 


tion. 
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‘KARITON NI MARIA’ 


Activist priest Father Robert Reyes leaves Malacañang pushing a wooden cart bearing the 
image of the Virgin Mary and some camote (sweet potato), His message: Instead of imposing 
new taxes, ез work hard and plant camote. Yesterday was the birthday of the Virgin Mary. 
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GMA urged | 
to clean up 
Napocor first 


Gov't blamed for power firm mess 


from Debt Coalition. 
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Guess who OKd bulldozing’, 
of 10,000 young trees in QC?. 
By Volt Contreras. 1 


THEPAST is catching up 
with Environment Secre- 
tary Michael Defen- 
sor—and environmental- 
ists are not laughing 
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TWO PARTY-LIST groups yes- 
terday blamed President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo for the woes of 
the National Power Corp. 
(Napocor) and urged her to 
clean her own backyard of 
vested interests before engag- 
ing in tough talk. ч 

Akbayan and the Partido ng Mang- 
gagawa pinned the blame on Ms Ar- 
Toyo a day after she vowed to take on 
vested interests that would get in the 
way of her fiscal reforms. 

Napocor's liabilities stood at P1.4 
trillion by the end of 2003, or equiv- 
alent to 42 percent of the national 
government debt of P3.3 trillion at 


Ina statement, Akbayan Represen- 
tatives Loretta Ann Rosales, Mario 
Aguja and Riza Hontiveros said the 
huge losses of Napocor and the power 
rate increases amounted to GMA, 
which stands for Gloria, Meralco and 
the Agreement reached between the 
state-run Napocor and the private 
power utility firm. 

“The Filipino people are now pay- 
ing the price for the past decisions of 
the President," Aguja said. 

He said.the President put a cap on 
the purchased power adjustment of 
Napocor in 2002 and was responsible 
for the messed up renegotiations with 
independent power producers (IPPs). 


public outery over the PPA charges, 
Ms Arroyo imposed a cap on what 
Napocor could recover тот con- 
sumers for the contracts it had en- 
tered into with IPPs. 

She reduced Napocor's PPA charge 
from P1.25 per kilowatt hour down to 
40 centavos per kWh, resulting in 
huge losses for the corporation. 

“Most of all, she is seen to have 
brokered the immoral settlement 
agreement between Napocor.and 
Meralco that unduly benefited the 
later and burdened consumers 
with higher electricity rates,” Aguja 
said. баз 

Hontiveros said that in exchange 
for a P20-billion settlement in 


the time, according to the Freedom 


Gov't sees 5.9% to 6.1% GDP growth this year 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE GOVERNMENT has raised 
its economic growth target for 
the year because of the surprising 
performance in the first half. 

The gross domestic product 
(GDP), the value of goods pro- 
duced and services rendered, is 
projected to grow by 5.9 percent 
to 6.1 percent this year from an 
earlier forecast of 4.9 percent to 
5,8 percent, according to the Na- 
tional Economic and Develop- 


ment Authority (Neda). 

"Since we have already 
achieved а 6.3-percent GDP 
growth in the first half, there is 
reason to adjust our projection to 
a higher level,” Neda Director 
General Romulo Neri said at a 
briefing yesterday. 

The country posted a 6.4-per- 
cent GDP growth in the first quar- 
ter, and 6.2 percent in the second 
quarter, catching both the private 
sector and government economic 
managers by surprise. 


Because of jitters over the May 
elections, rising oil prices and the 
fiscal problem, the government 
did not expect the GDP to grow 
more than 6 percent in the first 
half. 

In the second quarter, the ser- 
vices sector grew by 7.3 percent 
from 5.7 percent in 2003; indus- 
try, 5.6 percent from 3.6 percent; 
and. agriculture, fishery and 
forestry, 4.3 percent from 1.6 per- 
cent. The expansion in these sec- 
tors led to a 6.2-percent GDP 


growth in the second quarter. 

Neri said the economic growth 
was expected to slow down in the. 
second half of the year because of 
the adverse effects of rising oil 
pricesin the world market. 

He said GDP for the second 
half was projected to grow by on- 
ly 5.5 percent to 5.9 percent, but 
the first-half growth could still 
bring the full-year performance 
to up to 6.1 percent. 

The export sector is expected 
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Task force spent P76M for nothing 


Senators cool to keeping probe body on tax scam 


By Christine О. Avendaño 


ON TOP of not winning even one 
of 1,000 tax credit fraud cases it 
has filed, including those seek- 
ing to recover stolen money, the 
task force assigned to investigate 
and build the cases lias spent a 
whopping P76 million in its exis- 
tence. 

‘These were among the things 


that lawmakers discovered yes- 
terday at the initial hearing of the 
Senate blue ribbon committee on 
the status of the prosecution of 
the Р5.3-ЫШоп tax credit fraud 
cases. 

And the lawmakers, led by com- 
mittee chair Sen. Joker Arroyo and 
Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile, were clear- 
ly dissatisfied with the way the 
Special Presidential Task Force 


UNDATED photo of Brunei's Crown Prince Al-Muhtadee Billah 
Bolkiah, 30, (left) with bride-to-be Sarah Sellah, 17 (right). The 
prince will marry the beautiful commoner today, 
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(SPTF) 156 had performed. 

They were so dissatisfied that 
the recommendation of the De- 
partment of Finance (DOF) to ex- 
tend the life of the task force set 
up in 1999 may be put in jeop- 
ardy. 

“The task force's life will expire 
оп Oct. 7, and now they're asking 
for an extension. I do not think 
we would encourage the exten- 


sion considering the performance 
that they have shown,” Arroyo 
told reporters after the two-hour 
hearing. 

Finance Undersecretary Ino- 
cencio Ferrer Jr, SPTF co-chair, 
took а beating mostly from En- 
rile, who investigated the tax 
credit scam in the Senate in 1999 
and whose privilege speech last 
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Brunei sultan sends 


Lear jet to 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana 


OFF to the royal wedding they 
go—in style. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo 
and First Gentleman Jose Miguel 
“Mike” Arroyo are being flown to 
Brunei, for the wedding of the oil- 
rich kingdom's crown prince 
morning, in a Lear Jet 60 sent by 
their host, the fabulously wealthy 
Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah. 

That's according to a Palace of- 
ficial, who also said the First Cou- 
ple would be flown back in the 
same aircraft after the two-day 
event, tagged Asia's wedding of 
the year. 


fetch GMA 


‘They are scheduled to depart 
from the Villamor Air Base in 
Pasay City at 7 a.m. The rest of 
her delegation will take off an 
hour earlier, since a Lear Jet 60 
has а limited number of 
seats—seven to eight—to allow 
for generous space and comfort, 
and room for baggage that is de- 
scribed as “exceptional.” It is the 
world’s most popular midsize jet. 

Ms Arroyo is one of the heads 
of state and royals personally in- 
vited by Sultan Hassanal to wit- 
ness his son, Crown Prince Al- 
Muhtadee Billah Bolkiah, wed 
half-Swiss commoner Sarah Pen- 
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THE ONLY way for the killings 
painful itis to lose someone you! 


crimes” appear 
in police blotters, he said. Inci- 
dents linked to political rival- 
ries drop as the goons—or 
members of so-called private or 
partisan armed groups 
(PAGs)—lie low or make them- 
selves scarce. 


THE ASSASSINS OF ABRA 


Pawns 
in Abra . 
politics - 


By Artha Kira Paredes “It is only during elections 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau ас violence erupts in Abra,” 
Hicban said. 

(Seema tees ports) A top official in the province 
BANGUED, Abra—To Senior likened the goons in the pay of 
Supt. Artemio politicians to 
Hicban, Abra pieces on а 
police director, chessboard. —, 
politics is the . m ex- 
mother of vio- i ў аце, the 
lence in Abra. 4 pawns go first. 

When elec- "S à The тоге 
tions are over, " № ^ pawns there 
only “ordinary SPECIAL REPORT ?* оп the 


^ 4 


to stop isto make them feel how 
love. veranu 


board, the bet- 
ter, because the king is shield- 
ed from attack, 

“They need [the pawns) in, 
order to cope with the situa- 3 
tion,"theofficial said. | 

Members of PAGs used to be 
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Raps vs cops in Abadilla 5 torture urged 


By Philip C. Tubeza that specifically punishes torture. of the CHR Legal and Investiga- maltreatment of prisoners,"he said. whose fate, he said, showed that 
On Tuesday, the CHR filed a tion Office. * Neri said the prescription рей. human rights violations continue 

‘THE COMMISSION of Human Rights has asked the justice de- motion for reconsideration, urg- Another lawyer for the Abadil- od for physical injuries and grave im the country despite the exis- 
partment to charge 15 policemen for the alleged torture of ing the Deparment of Justice to la S, Soliman Santos J, said that coercion should not apply to the tence of а broad array of laws, 
The suspects in the kiling of Col Rolando Abadillain 1996, її the policemen for torre while the Philippines does not casesinceit involves violation of safeguards and institutions to pro- 

through charges of physical in- have a law that specifically pun- human rights. tect fundamental human rights. 

Aongressmar also urged the Santos—were conviced on Aug. 11, juriesand/or grave coercion. _ishes torture, the 1987 Constitu- _Hesaid that undérinternation- The 15 policemen include the late 
the House committee on human 1999 and sentenced to death. The CHR and a lawyers for the tion and the Philippine accession al law, human rights violations police Chief Supt. Romulo Sales, Se- 
rights to investigate the alleged They are appealing their соп. Abadilla 5 said there was enough to the International Convention are “imprescriptible because they nior Supt. Bartolome Baluyot, Chief 
torture of the five suspects, the viction before the Supreme evidence to charge the policemen Against Torture mandate the cannotbelosteven by along pas- Inspectors Robert E. Ganzon and 
so-called Abadilla 5 who were Court, claiming that the police with torture. prosecution of acts of torture. sage of time. Man does not lose Romeo Regis, Sr Insp. Anthony 
convicted for the murder of the had tortured them. “The evidence submitted inthe Не said the absence of a law his human rights even if he fails Rodolfo, Insp. Rogelio Castillo, SPO4 
dreaded intelligence officer dur- The DOJ last month filed case is substantial enough for a should not preclude the prosecu- to use or assert them.” Dario T. Anasco, SPO2 Pio Tarala, 
ing the Marcos regime, charges against che 15 policemen finding of probable cause for the tion of torture “or what closely 1а Congress, Quezon Rep. Dani- SPOI Edelberto Nicanor, Insp. Ced- 
She Abadilla  5—lenido for violating the constitutional indictment of {the policemen] for amounts toit.” lo Saurez urged the House com- damon, SPO4 Ramira, SPO2 C. 
lumanog Cesar Fortuna, Joel deJe- rights of the suspects but not for the offense of torture," said ‘Actually torture can also be mittee on human rights to investi- Nocum,SPOI P Pobre, РОЗ Juanito 
sus, Rameses de Jesus and Augusto torture. The Philippines has по law lawyer Emmanuel Neri, director charged as physical injuries and as gate the case of the Abadilla 5 Cabiling, and PO3 Wilfredo Hidalgo. 


1 year ‘pork 
barrel holiday 
proposed 


By Carlito Pablo and Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


CONGRESSMAN yesterday proposed a one- 
уеаг “pork barrel holiday” to help the econo- 
my getover the hump. 

Rep. Juan Miguel Zubiri (Lakas, Bukidnon) 
said that giving up the pork barrel or the Pri- 
оту Development Assistance could be ex- 
tended if the economy showed no signs of 
perking up in the near future. 

"IF such a move will prevent an Argentina-type 
collapse of the economy, if this is what it takes to 
pull us from the brink of crisis, then I won't have 
any problem giving up my pork,” he said. 

Under the 2004 budget, each congressman 
is entitled to P70 million in PDAF while sena- 
tors are allocated P200 million each, ога total 
of about P20 billion. 

Malacafiang has proposed a 40 percent cut 
in the 2005 budget, as one of the measures to 
trim the budget deficit. Congress has yet to 
start deliberations on the budget. 

Zubiri said the “pork moratorium” could 
last for a year and should be reviewed after 
this perio: 

He admitted that giving up pork could 
prove to be politically costly for lawmakers 
whose constituents expect projects from their 
congressional representatives. 

“Giving up pork is the politically correct is- 
sue for the Starbucks crowd in Glorietta, But 
in the barrios, when they hear that a PDAF 
project will be builtin their midst, they throw 
a fiesta," he said. 

On the other hand, the Department of Edu- 
cation has asked Malacafiang to exempt it 
from the ban against local travel and training, 

Education Secretary Florencio Abad said 
while the department would do its part to cut 
costs to arrest the fiscal crisis, it could not do 
away with regular training and seminars for 
public schoolteachers. 

In her Administrative Order 103 issued Aug. 
31, President Macapagal-Arroyo ordered sever- 
al austerity measures including the suspension 
of local trips and training unless necessary. 

"We have to seek clarification on this be- 
cause we have to travel for our training. 
That's essential to what we do,” Abad said. 

Under AO 103, the President also ruled out 
overtime pay suspended hiring and ordered а 
oe eee : 10 percent cut on expenses for contractuals, 
аро? 2 С ‘The order said employees who render over- 

no аз 2 time work would no longer get paid but would 
: just eam time-off or day-off from regular work 
based on the extra hours they put in. х 
DepEd employees protested the removal of 
overtime pay. 
Domingo Alidon, president of the DepEd Na, 
LOW DOWNPAYMENT: x y E 7 tional Employees Union, said many employees 
MODEL 1 * ig I]. rely on overtime pay to augment their salaries, 
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Nissan Patrol 4x4 А/Т Diesel 467,000 00 387,000.00 26,150.00 Б 3 

d i = PRESIDENTIAL Management Staff chief 

Nissan Patrol 3х4 MIT Dese 34800000 
і 368,000.00 25,008.00 Rigoberto Tiglao underwent a successful 
Nissan Шуа Eacapada: 198,000.00 158,000.00 10,943.00 е heart bypass operation yesterday afternoon at 
ә the Philippine Heart Center in Quezon С 
=a liven Shu 7 е Philippine Heart Center in Quezon City. 

Аа uai 150,000.00 10,462.00 Secretary Rene Velasco, Philippine Infor- 
mation Agency head who served as Tiglao's 
S deputy when the latter was still presidential 
р 4 А chief of staff, confirmed that Tiglao suffered a 
T BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK Ө “mild heart attack” Tuesday evening and was 

m UC : 4 : rushed to the hospital. 
VAY Based on actual cash out of 20% low downpayment. Promo period: Aug. 20 to Sept, 18, 2004 only. He is the third ranking aide of President 
Subject to bank approval RRM ee Macapagal-Arroyo who suffered a heart prob- 

Jem while holding his post. 

Rene de Villa and Alberto Romulo also had 
quadruple bypass heart surgery during their 
post. Romulo was recently appointed foreign 
Secretary. 

Tiglaos heart attack occurred just weeks 
after he left his job as Presidential Chief of 
Staff to become head of the PMS. He was Ms 
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GMA welcomes arrival of Malaysian, Brunei monitors 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo 
yesterday welcomed the immi- 
nent arrival of military teams from 
Malaysia and Brunei that will help 
to monitor a ceasefire with the 
separatist Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front while negotiations to re- 
sume peace talks are going on. 

А date has yet to be set for the 
long-delayed resumption of formal 


peace negotiations to end at least 
three decades of Muslim insurgen- 


last week cleared senior MILF 
members of involvement in a 
spate of bombings in Mindanao 
last year. 

Chief government peace nego- 
tiator Silvestre Afable, who is also 
the Malacafiang communications 
chief, said the talks could begin at 
about the time the 60-member in- 
tematonal monitoring team 


deployment of the monitoring Malaysia committed to extend 
full support for the talks 
"through hosting, facilitation 
and deployment of an interna- 
tional monitoring team to ob- 
serve the current ceasefire and 
development projects in conflict 
affected areas" in Mindanao. 
Juliet LabogJavellana with 
AFP 


would be fully deployed in Octo- 
ber 


In a “pulong bayan” held in a 
Musim village in Dasmariñas, 
Cavite yesterday, the President said 
a representative of Malaysian Prime 
Minister Abdullah Badawi had told 
her about the arrival of а nine- 
member Malaysian advance team 
to lay the groundwork for the full 


Solons say SC petition won't 
stop CA confirmation hearings 


By Cynthia D; Balana 
and Philip C. Тибета 


group. 

Othman Bin Abdul Razak had 
called on the President in Mala- 
cafiang on Tuesday night to con- 
vey the Malaysian governments 
assurance of support for the peace 
talks, 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
said Badawi's message was that 


СЯ 

‘The MILF signed а ceasefire 
with the government in 2002 and 
later denounced links to foreign 
terrorist organizations, paving the 
мау for peace negotiations. 

Tt said it was ready to resume 
talks soon after the government 


‘CHOCOLATE WAR’ 
‚ Smear campaign traced 


By Carlito Pablo “Intriguingly, Winning Touch 
Сор, the losing prospective bid- 
A NEW twist in the “chocolate der, hit the proposed chocolate 
маг? at Duty Free Philippines sur- deal for having failed to go through 
faced yesterday in Congress. public bidding ... because Winning 
Yesterday, Rep. Eduardo Zialcita Touch, a company owned by the 
(Lakas, Parafiaque) accused Filipino- family of William Tieng, .. is well 
Chinese businessman William Tieng, aware that DFP contracts have 
the losing chocolate supplier, as the never gone through public bid- 
hand behind the alleged smear сат. ding, Zialcita said. 
paign against the chocolate deal at Zialcita also disclosed that 
Duty Free Philippines. Tieng has been able to corner the 
Tna privilege speech, Zialcita said choicest supply deals with DFP 
that Tiengs Winning Touch Corp. since 1990. 
‘made a counter-offer for the choco- “Ап, now, aided by his longtime 
late and snacks concession which minions in the DFP Employees Asso- 
the winning concessionaire, the cation who raised not even a whim- 
British Virgin Islands-registered per when he was busy comering all 
company Eastern Duty Free, the deals within DFR Mr Tieng is 
"matched, thereby improving the throwing tantrums because the 
deal for DFP by some P180 million.” chocolate concession was awardéd 
Zialcita delivered the privilege  toanother firm,” Zialcita said. 
speech todefend theawardofDFP’s Last week, the DFP Employees 
chocolate and snacks concession to Association filed a graft complaint 
Eastern Duty Free. Paraftaque hosts against former Tourism Secretary 
РЕР headquarters and its flagship Roberto Pagdanganan and DFP 
shop, DFP Fiesta Mall. general manager Michael Kho be- 
Zialcita also said that ай DFP con- fore the Ombudsman over the deal 
tracts are awarded without public which the employees claim will re- 
bidding because of the “specialized sult in losses of P336 million a year 
mature of this state entity as a duty or P1.6 billion in five years in terms 
of government revenues. 


of the nine “acting secretaries” was “It is 
unconstitutional as appointments of 
department heads while Congress 
‘was in session could be made only 
with the consent of the СА. 

Until the appointees are con- 
firmed by the CA, they are merely 
deemed nominated and cannot 
take their oaths of office, much 
less perform their duties, the peti- 
tioners said. 

Libanan pointed out that Arti- 
cle VI, Section 18 of the Constitu- 
tion, the CA is to act on all ap- 
pointments submitted to it within 
30 session days of the Congress 
from the date they are submitted. 

This meant that the CA would 
have to act on the appointments 
only after these were made by the 
President and not what the mi- 
nority senators maintain—that 
the appointments could be done 
only with the consent of the CA. 

‘Nueva Ecija Rep. Aurelo Umali 
(Lakas-CMD) said the case before 
the high court would not stop the 
confirmation process of Cabinet 
officials. 


the duty of members of 
Congress through the CA to de- 
termine if they are fit to be part of 
the Cabinet. Besides, the law pre- 
scribes the period by which the 
СА should act on their appoint- 
ments,” hesaid. 

Umali said the provision in the 
Constitution cited by Libanan 
clearly stated that the appoint- 
ment of the President should pre- 
cede the CA confirmation. 

Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- 
lez yesterday dismissed as a mere 
political ploy the Senate opposi- 
tion blocs move to get the 
Supreme Court to nullify his ap- 
pointment and that of eight other 
Cabinet members who are all 
serving as "acting secretaries.” 

"Obviously, this is a political 
maneuver of the opposition," 
Gonzalez said ata press briefing. 

Gonzalez—a lawyer who is a 
former House member and who 
also served as Tanodbayan, the 
precursor of the Ombuds- 
‘man—said the President had the 
authority to appoint Cabinet sec- 


retaries in an acting capacity 
while Congress was in session, 
with or without the CA nod. 

He said there is existing legal 
opinion in the DOJ upholding the 
President's authority to appoint 
acting secretaries even while 
Congress is in session. 

He said the DOJ had issued a 
legal opinion in the case of for- 
mer Justice Secretary Hernando” 
Perez, affirming that Perez could ' 
assume the post even in an acting 
capacity. He noted that Perez as- 
sumed office even while Congress 
was in session. 

Besides Gonzalez, the other 
Cabinet members whose appoint- 
ments the opposition senators 
want nullified are Executive Sec- 
retary Eduardo Ermita, Educa- 
tion Secretary Florencio Abad, 
Defense Secretary Avelino Cruz, 
Environment Secretary Michael 
Defensor, Tourism Secretary 
Joseph Durano, Foreign Secre- 
tary Alberto Romulo, Agrarian 
Reform Secretary Rene Villa and 
Agriculture Secretary Arthur Yap. 


MEMBERS of the House contin- 
gent of the congressional Commis- 
sion on Appointments yesterday 
said the Supreme Court petition by 
‘opposition senators to have the 
high court nullify the appoint- 


al body from acting on President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's nominees. 
Eastern Samar Rep. Marcelino 
Libanan (Nationalist People's Coali- 
боп) said the petitioners over- 
looked a constitutional fact that the 
‘confirmation process starts only af- 
ter the Cabinet appointments have 
been made by Malacafiang. 
Libanan said the majority bloc 
saw no problem in the confirma- 
tion of the Cabinet appointees as 
the CA proceedings can go on 
‘even while the senators’ petition 
was pending with the SC. 
Opposition senators, led by Mi- 
nority Leader Aquilino Pimentel, said 
in their petition that the appointment 
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Employment i in RP's biggest firms up, says labor department 


By Martin P. Marfil bor and Employment Statistics recorded for the first quarter “Employment gains in the community, social and personal ment was observed in financial in- 
(BLES) showed that the hiring when 59 workers per 1,000 em- country’s top corporations pro- services at 8.49 percent. Hotels termediation at 0.60 percent, and 
THERE'S a bright spot on the la- rate among the top 3,300 firms ployed were hired, while 61 per vide a benchmark pointing posi- and restaurants posted an em- manufacturing at 054 percent. 
bor front. reached 7.34 percent or 73 work- 1,000 either resigned or were ter- tively to economic resilience. We ployment growth of 6.47 per- Electricity, gas and water subsec- 
Employment in the country’s ers hired per 1,000 employed. minated. can reasonably look forward to cent. tors posted а 0.50-percent growth, 
biggest companies has grown, ac- “In absolute terms, the growth The survey, which was con- more job growth toward the Construction, the report said, — The report said the higher hir- 
cording to the Department of La- means that the employment of ducted from July to August, cov- Christmas season due to the also registered an “impressive ing rate was mainly due to the re- 
borand Employment (DOLE). enterprises covered in this survey ` ered 500 firms, but only 476 re- strengthening economic activi- growth’ of 5.89 percent. placement of separated workers 
"The labor department yester. increased by about 19 workers sponded. The sample was drawn ties,” Sto. Tomas said. However, the BLES report not- as mirrored in hiring because of 
day announced that the top 3,300 рег 1,000 employed as 73 work- from the list ofthe top 3,300 cor- Тһе BLES said the growth was ей “setbacks” in the private edu- business expansion, (2.24 рег 
corporations in Metro Manila ersper’1,000werehired while SS porations in Metro Manila in registered in enterprises engaged cation services and the mining сеп) and replacement (5.10 per- 
posted a 1.9- percent employ- workers per 1,000 were separat- 2002, the year when survey was іп real estate, renting and the and quarrying subsectors, which cent) 
ment growth during the second ed from their jobs because of (res- first conducted. vague classification of “business registered higher separations of — Employer-initiated separation 
quarter. ignations) or terminations,” a Labor Secretary Patricia Sto. activities,” which posted а 7.09 percent and 1.36 percent, was placed at 2.92 percent while 
Results ofa labor turnover sur- BLES report said. Tomas expects more hiring of growthrateof10.04 percent. respectively. employee-initiated job resigna- 
vey by the DOLE’s Bureau of La- The figure was bigger than that workers the coming months. This was followed by other Marginal growth in employ tion was placed at 2.55 percent. 
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Villanueva emerges from a long hiatus, flailing at the “fiscal crisi 
under СМА" during a press con cum rally at the Strata 2000 Building 
in Ortigas on Wednesday. (See story on Page AS.) JonnisoNDOC 


Still no go for RP 
nurses in Japan 
after 3 days of talks 


ita Р TOKYO—Japan and the Philip. ipino nurses and caregivers for 
тзв where wears, QUU HEN suc HDI Ө ene ir pines ended their three-day free the elderly, while Tokyo insists 
Н ы trade talks here on Wednesday passage of national qualifying ex- 
‘pulong bayan” (town hall meeting) in Barangay Sultan Esmael, a Muslim village in Dasmarifias, Cavite, on Wednesday. Sah ao корта ia йиз ийаш B bus т 
on Tokyo's opening of its nurse quirement. 
market to Filipinos. If agreed, it would be the first 
“Understanding has been time that Japan has accepted for- 
deepened on both sides, but we eign workers as part of an FTA. 
have not reached any particular Japan and the Philippines are 
agreement during the meeting,” to hold further talks in Manila in 
FrompageAl in extricating the vested interests ей interests was “false and des- P5.4 trillion. said a Japanese foreign ministry late October. 
2003, the Arroyo administra. that keep on worsening the perate" and an act that “seeks “һе should not wait until official, In February, Malacafiang said 
tion, through the Energy Regu. Napocor problem?" Hontiveros popularity.” 2010 to achieve a budget that “Both sides have not offered the two countries could forge an 
latory Commission, allowed asked. Magtubo said the President spends less for debt and more any concrete proposal related to accord before the end of the year. 
Meralco to renege оп is Hontiveros said the deal be- herself had yet to explain her for social services. Besides, she the nurse issue, the official Japan is the Philippines sec- 
10-year contract to buy elec. tween the government and Mer- overspending during the elec. can do it right away as the said. ond-largest trade раппег after 
tricity from Napocor. alco contributed to the P100 bil- tions and the misuse of the Ginin- ‘forceful’ president who wants Liberalization of labor mar- the United States. Two-way trade 
"The deal als allowed Meral- lion inlossesincurred by Napocor tuang Masaganang Ani rice to take on vested interest. That kets, particularly Japan's accep- in 2002 amounted to $12.52 bil- 
co's IPPs to run at minimum con. last year, which are now being re- funds. way, she can say that she isa tance of nurses from the Philip- lion. 
tracted levels that gave more Сошрей through higher power He said that even her fiscal re- non-political president,” Mag- pines, is a focal pointin their ne- Japan already has sealed a free: 
profits to owners of Meralco who Tates. forms, which, according to him, tubo said. gotiations on concluding a free trade accord with Singapore and 
also owns the IPPs. Rep. Rene Magtubo of Partido burden the people with regres- He said the fiscal crisis was the trade agreement (FTA). been also holding bilateral FTA 
"The tough talk is good, but пе Manggagawa said the Presi- sive taxes, were insufficient соп. result of her own economic poli- Manila has demanded Japan talks with Mexico, Malaysia, che 
how can the President really get dent's promise to take on all vest- sidering the public sector debt of cies. Cynthia D. Balana accept a sizable number of Fil- Philippines and South Korea. AFP 


Gov't to cut down Napocor work force to save P700M annually 


By Doris C. Dumlao from over 12,000 in 1993. est officials with more than P12 bil- 1.8-MW Barit plant. “The power sector reform in the energy independence in five years: 
Не said 23 percent of the reduc- lion. "They could not explain where Вебоге Napocor could be priva- Philippines is a work in progress. ө Increase reserves of indige- 

THE GOVERNMENT will further tion was implemented over thelast they got the money" he said. tized, he said the national govem- Legislative measures are already nous oil and gas. 

сш down the work force of the two years alone and there was Тһе Napocor is the single mentshould speed up the absorp- being implemented and structural ө Aggressively develop re- 

bleeding state-owned utility Na- “room for further" rationalization. biggest entity that contributes to tion of the corporation's debt 0 reforms arein place,"Perezsaid. — newable energy sources such as 

tional Power Corp. (Napocor) to Ви Sen. Joker Arroyo said on the country’s publicsector debt. фа creditors would agree to the Moving forward, hesaid there biomass, solar, wind and ocean 

generate about P700 million in Tuesday that he would conduct Perez noted that the govem- transfer ofitsassetsand debt, must be more private sector par- resources. 

annual savings. ап inquiry into how Napocor ment was planning to privatize 70 Тһе government earlier said it ticipation to finance capital * Increase the use of alterna- 
‘Atabriefing yesterday, Energy was able to retire its senior ofi- percent of the Napocors Luzon was willing to absorb Р500 bil- tensive energy projects. tive fuels, 

Secretary Vince Perez said the cials to the tune of P12 billion and Visayas capacity by end-2005. lion worth of Napocor’s debts. He also said competitive rates ө Form strategic alliances 

combined work force of the even with its huge losses. So far, three generation plants There was likewise a need to were necessary to encourage with other countries, 

Napocor and National Transmis- Arroyo said at the hearing of the using hydro-electric power had secure congressional franchise new investments. * Strengthen and enhance 

sion Corp. (Transco) had been Senate ways and means committee been sold—the 3.5 megawatt for Transco privatization, theen- _ ‘Thegoverumenthasdrawnupa energy efficiency and conserva- 

slashed to 7,372 as of end-2003 that Napocor paid its top and low- Talomo, L6-MW Agusan and ergy chief said. five-pronged agenda to promote tion programs. 


Gov't sees 5.9% to 6.1% 
GDP growth this year 


From pago Al pine exports dropped to 17 per- 
* cent from 28 percent because of 
to substantially contribute to the diversification of Philippine 
growth in the second half as the export market. 
cóuntrys exports have begun Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Chi- 
reaching a diversified foreign na—the economies expected to 
market, according to Trade Secre- post significant growths—are be- 
tary Cesar Purisima. coming major destinations for 
He said exports were expect- Philippine products. They now 
ейхо growin thesecondhalfthe account for 20.5 percent of 
way it did in theearly partofthe Philippine exports. , 
year. Exports grew 8.5 percent — Neri predicted that the coun- 
[һе first half, better than the туз GDP could grow to between 
Department of Trade and Indus- 5.3 and 6.3 percent in 2005, or al- 
tis full-year projection of 6 most the same as the 2004 projec- 
ppicent. tion because of oil prices are ex- 
‘Exports are becoming more pected to remain at high levels. 
stable as the country taps more — AsofSept.7,the price of Dubai S 
markets, especially Europe and crude, the benchmark used by oil \ i 
Айа, according to Purisima. refiner in the country, hit an aver- PARTY-LIST Representatives Mario Aguja and Riza Hontiveros-Baraquel are given flowersby militants at 
He paid the US share of Philip- age of $35 per barrel. NERI: Highly optimistic #snson а Congress rally urging an audit of the public sector debt on Wednesday. JOAN UL OC 
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BSP closes First Savings Bank [777 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BANGKO Sentral ng Pilipinas yes- 
terday ordered the permanent closure 
of the Yujuico family’s First Savings 
Bank and placed the cash-strapped 
bank. under the receivership of the 
Philippine Deposit Insurance Corp. 

BSP officer in charge Alberto Reyes 
said the Monetary Board, the ВРЗ pol- 
icy-making body, held an emergency 
meeting yesterday and passed а resolu- 
tion at 10:30 a.m. forbidding the bank 
from further doing business in the 
Philippines following its failure to ser- 
vice deposit withdrawals. 

"The decision of the MB paves the 
way for the immediate assumption by 
PDIC of First Savings Banks assets 
and liabilities, thereby facilitating the 
payment of its depositors particularly 
those with deposits of P250,000 and 
below," Reyes said. 

Twas the first bank to be placed under 
the PDICS receivership since Congress 


passed a new charter which increased 
the minimum deposit insurance cover- 
age from P100,000 to P250,000. 

Established in 1965, First Savings 
Banks head office is in E. Rodriguez, 
Quezon City. It has three branches lo- 
cated in Cubao, GM. Recto and 
Tanay, Rizal. 

Reyes said the MB's decision to per- 
manently shut down the bank fol- 
lowed the failure of First Savings 
Bank to meet withdrawals of its de- 
positors early this week. 

Late Tuesday afternoon, bank chair 
Brendon Yujuico formally notified the 
BSP through a letter that their board 
declared a "bank holiday" or sus- 
pended operations, due to sudden 
heavy and massive withdrawals by 
depositors at its four branches. 

First Savings Bank has P213.47 mil- 
lion worth of assets as against Р215.58 
million worth of liabilities, based on its 
statement of financial conditions as of 
end-June. The bank has been deficient 
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in capital since 2000, but it pleaded 
with the BSP to give it more time to 
bring in fresh funds. 

"Since last year, the Yujuico family, 
which is the majority owner of First 
Savings Bank, had been in negotia- 
tions with prospective investors for 
the sale of the bank. However, the 
death of family patriarch Jesus Yu- 
juico late last year derailed negotia- 
tions," Reyes said. 

The Yujuico family likewise owned 
the defunct bus liner Yujuico Transit. 

Ina Separate statement, the PDIC 
reported that the bank had 10,609 ac- 
count holders with total deposits of 
about P193.93 million, almost all of 
which fall under the new minimum. 
deposit insurance coverage. 

“PDIC is currently conducting an in- 
ventory of assets and records of the 
bank. It has also started assessing and 
‘examining the bank's deposit recordsin 
preparation for the servicing of claims 
of insured deposits,” the PDIC said. 
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JIL spurns calls 
for donations 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


DON'T expect Jesus is Lord Church World- 
wide to give a cent to the Bayanihan Fund. 

JIL founder and Bangon Pilipinas president. 
Eddie Villanueva yesterday said that the JIL 
and Bangon supporters would not contribute 
to the Bayanihan Fund and even warned 
donors that the government could use thei 
donations for personal gain. 

‘The evangelist, whose group claims three 
million members here and abroad, made the 
announcement after some Christian leaders 
had pledged to help the government by pass- 
ing a second offering in their churches for the 
Bayanihan Fund. 

“It could be stupidity on the part of the 
stakeholders (to pour out money for the gov- 
ernment)... The cause of the crisis is the in- 
cumbent administration,” he said. 

Villanueva, who lost the presidential 
race in the last elections, took President 
Macapagal-Arroyo to task for claiming dur- 
ing the campaign that the economy was do- 
ing well. 

He said the government led the people to 
believe that the fiscal situation was fine when 
it was borrowing left and right, plunging the 
country deeper into debt. 

Villanueva said that the "frightening statis- 
tics,” including а PS.3 trillion consolidated 
public sector debt, was "enough to justify an 
uprising.” 


Set no limits. 


Aravilla writes 30 


REPORTER Jose 
Felipe "Boyet" Ar- 
avilla Jr died in his 
sleep early morn- 
ing yesterday. He 
was 29. 

Ааа was а 
joumalis for nine 
years. He worked 

for the Philippine Star and the Manila Stan- 

dard, covering the Comelec, the Church, the 
police and local governments. 

He resigned from the Philippine Star two 
‘weeks ago to join the INqumes on Sept. 16. 

He was also a contributor to the Philip- 
pines Free Press and Newsbreak. He wrote 
several investigative pieces on corruption 
in the Department of Justice, Customs and 
the New Bilibid Prisons, and the plight of 
residents of the Baseco compound. 

Aravilla was a fourth year law student 
at the Lyceum of the Philippines. He re- 
ceived his journalism degree from the 
University of Santo Tomas. 

He is survived by his mother Vicky, 
and only sister Odette. 

His body lies in Aravilla Compound, 
MH. del Pilar corner Lingahan streets, 
Malanday, Valenzuela City. Interment 
has been set next week at the Veinte 
Reales Memorial Park in Valenzuela City. 
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rector Alan Ventura and senior state 
Pamela L. Escobar take their oath before the start of the Senate investigation on the taxcredit fraud cases. cases. 
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Bog 


Lj aiiis 
ТАХ CREDIT SCAM, From left, One-Stop-Shop executive director Ernesto Q. Hiansen, deputy executive secretary Waldo SEN. Juan Ponce Enrile grills finance officials as Sen. Joker Arroyo listens during the Blue 
ribbon committee hearing on Wednesday on the status of the P5.3-billion tax credit fraud 


Task force spent P76M for nothing 


From page Al 

month decrying the dismissal of 
fisome of the cases triggered the 
“new Senate inquiry. 

The Inquirer last month re- 
ported that out of the 60 cases 
Seeking to collect against those 
with fraudulently acquired tax 
credit certificates, 15 had been 

"dismissed and seven more were 
‘up for dismissal. 

The reasons given by various 
regional trial courts for dismiss- 
ing the cases filed by the Bureau 
of Customs (BOC) were “lack of 
interest to prosecute,” “no effort 
оп the part of the plaintiff to pur- 
sue the implementation” and 
“failure to prosecute.” 


Grilling 

During the hearing, Enrile and 
Arroyo asked Ferrer for the task 
force's “accomplishment report.” 

Ferrer said the SPTF had so far 
filed 1,000 administrative and 
civil cases in the Office of the Om- 
budsman and the Sandigan- 
“bayan, 

Enrile repeatedly asked Ferrer 
what cases the task force had 
filed to recover money from those 
who used fake certificates, and 
the latter said 59 collection cases 


had been handled by the BOC. 

Enrile demanded to know how 
the task force could have spent all 
that money without having han- 
dled a single case. 

Ferrer said that while the BOC 
had filed the cases, the task force 
had conducted the investigation 
and “assisted” the bureau by pro- 
viding the witnesses and docu- 
menting the evidence. 

Enrile then told Ferrer to read 
before the committee the task 
force's mandate under Executive 
Order No. 156. 

Summing up what Ferrer had 
read, Enrile said it was clear that 
the mandate included assisting in 
the prosecution of the cases. 

“Did you understand your 
mandate? You just investigate, 
gather evidence, file cases, and 
then forget all about it and leave 
it to other people to handle [the 
cases],” the senator said. 


Abominable 

What particularly riled Enrile 
and Arroyo was the move of the 
SPTF to file cases against vital 
state witnesses. 

Enrile asked Ferrer why the 
task force had filed cases against 
former SPTF head Alfredo Sala- 


nga, executive director Ernesto 
Hiansen, and Marlene Marquez 
and Philip Santiago, both officials 
of the One-Stop Shop Duty and 
Credit Drawback Center (OSS), 
as well as Rose Chingkoe, sister- 
in-law of Faustino Chingkoe. 

‘The OSS isa unit of the DOF re- 
sponsible for processing applica- 
tions for tax credits. 

Ferrer explained that in the 
course of the task force's investi- 
gation, some of these people 
were identified as involved in a 
tax credit scam. 

Enrile interrupted Ferrer, say- 
ing that state witnesses were 
called such because they were 
participants toa crime. 

Arroyo joined in, asking why 
the SPTF would utilize state wit- 
messes to help the government 
and then "turn around and prose- 
cute them. 

"This is abominable,” Arroyo 
said. 

Enrile informed the committee 
that he had tried to get Rose 
Chingkoe to testify at Senate 
hearings but was unsuccessful. 

“You're prosecuting her, and I 
know why you did that,” Enrile 
told Ferrer. 

Sen. Ralph Recto, who was 


present at the hearing, asked En- 
rile why the task force was prose- 
cuting Chingkoe. 

"Well, in order to emasculate 
her as witness," Enrile replied. 
“You're dealing here with potent 
people ... They are not ordinary 
people.” 

Marquez and Santiago had 
said they were planning to sue 
the SPTF for malicious prosecu- 
tion. They said their being tagged 
as suspects could be intended to 
taint their credibility and deliber- 
ately weaken the government's 
cases. 


Unbelievable 

DOF employees broke into 
Jeers when Ferrer said the tax 
credit scam continued to this day 
“in different forms, in a different 
manner and schemes at the One- 
Stop Shop Center” 

Ferrer made the statement af- 
ter Arroyo asked him how the 
SPTF could proceed with its in- 
vestigation when it had no state 
witnesses. 

"People who are working for 
you, Mr. Undersecretary, do not 
believe you,” Enrile said. 

‘Summing up the findings at 
the hearing, Enrile told the com- 


Brunei sultan sends Lear jet to fetch GMA 
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giran Salleh Ab Rahaman, 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
could not say how big the Presi- 
dents official party would be, ог 
who would be spending for the trip. 

Bunye said Interior Secretary 
Angelo Reyes, a personal friend 
of the sultan, was invited but 
could not make it due to a conflict. 
in schedule. 

But the First Couple should go, 
Bunye said. "First of all the Sultan 
of Brunei is a very valued friend 
of the Philippines and it’s not of- 
ten that you get invited to such an 
event where the guest list is зо 
limited.” 

The Associated Press said 6,000 
VIPs from around the world were 
invited to the royal banquet to- 
morrow night. They were de- 
scribed by Agence France-Presse 
as “wealthy and powerful friends 
of the groom's father.” 

Palace sources said Ms Arroyo 
would be accompanied by Philip- 
pine Consul General to Los Ange- 
les Marciano Paynor Jr, presiden- 
tial adviser on foreign visits, a 
handful of security men, her per- 
sonal hair stylist Gener Miranda. 

A top secret was the presiden- 
tial wardrobe for the social event. 
‘The sources said she might wear 
the Inno Sotto terno that she 
wore for her inauguration on 
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June 30 to either the wedding 
rites or to the banquet. They said 
she tried on the outfit recently. 

“There will be very fashionable 
guests there, like the Queen of 
Jordan," one Palace source noted. 
But Ms Arroyo looked regal in the 
green and blue terno that she 
wore during her inaugural on 
June 30, the source said. 

The aircraft bearing the First 
Couple is expected to touch down. 
at the Brunei International Airport 
at 8:50 a.m. They will proceed im- 
mediately to the palatial Empire 
Hotel, where they are billeted. 

At around 10 a.m. they will be 
at the riverside Istana Nurul 
Imam—the 1,788-toom main 
palace—for the bersanding, ог 
royal wedding rites, a half hour 
later. 


Blue bloods 

In Brunel's capital Bandar Seri 
Begawan, dignitaries and blue 
bloods from around the world be- 
gan arriving yesterday for the lav- 
ish nuptials. 

“The airport hasn't been this 
busy in a while,” said Amin Sube- 
hi, a worker at the international 
airport. 

Huge billboards of the wed- 
ding couple lined the streets of 
the usually sleepy capital, where 
а parade was scheduled after the 
wedding. Businesses prominently 


displayed their well-wishes, al- 
though some said they were pres- 
sured to do so. They would not 
elaborate, Bruneians being gen- 
erally reluctant to speak ill of the 
sultan and his family, who have 
ruled behind a veil of secrecy for 
more than 600 years. 

The Duke of Gloucester Prince 
Richard, representing Britain's 
Queen Elizabeth II, was the first. 
foreign guest to arrive. He is the. 
only European royal on the VIP 
lis-He came down a staircase 
from a commercial fight and 
walked on a red carpet to a 
limousine on the tarmac. 

Singapore Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong, making his interna- 
tional debut since taking office 
last month, was also among the 
earliest arrivals, followed by In- 
donesian President Megawati 
Sukarnoputri and Japan's Crown 
Prince Naruhito. 

The future Japanese emperor 
jetted in without his wife 
Princess Masako. The Imperial 
Household Agency said in July 
that Masako, 40, was undergoing 
treatment after experiencing 
bouts of depression and anxiety. 

Scheduled to arrive later in the 
day were Saudi Arabia's Prince 
Bandar—Riyadh’s ambassador to 
‘Washington—and Prince Saud. 

Also on the impressive roster 
are Bahrain's King Hamad, Prince 


Bandar of Saudi Arabia and most 
of Malaysia's royalty. 

‘The other invited Asian leaders 
are Prime Ministers Thaksin Shi- 
nawatra of Thailand and Abdul- 
lah Ahmad Badawi of Malaysia. 

Elder statesmen Mahathir Mo- 
hamad of Malaysia, and Lee Kuan 
Yew and Goh Chok Tong of Singa- 
pore were invited as well. 

Although there was no repre- 
sentative from the Thai royal 
family, they sent a message of 
congratulations and a gift via the 
ambassador to Brunei, according 
to officials in Bangkok. 

‘Malaysian King Syed Sirajud- 
din, whose five-year term expires 
їп 2007 under the rotating lead- 
ership of his country's largely cer- 
emonial monarchy, is scheduled 
to arrive tomorrow in time for the 
royal banquet. 


Gracious, intelligent 

The 30-year-old Prince Al- 
Muhtadee Billah is in line to be- 
come the 30th sultan in his coun- 
пуз unbroken chain of succes- 
sion of rulers. A billiards and 
snooker enthusiast, he was edu- 
cated at Oxford, where he took 
up Islamic studies and a diplo- 
matic course. 

His bride, a 17-year-old uni- 
versity student, is “known among 
her teachers and friends for her 
grace, intelligence, and positive 


mittee: “The evident situation to 
me is that there is no real effort to 
prosecute the people involved 
and to collect taxes. 

“In fact, efforts are being done 
to thwart the resolution of the 
cases so that the government 
can't recover its losses through 
mechanisms ... to delay the col- 
lection, as well as to dissuade the 
witnesses from cooperating and 
testifying for the government.” 


‘Supervising ourselves’ 

While the DOF recommends 
the extension of the life of the 
ЭРТЕ it now refuses to handle the 
latter's supervision. 

Finance Secretary Juanita Am- 
atong, SPTF chair, said the task 
force should not be dissolved just 
yet because of the big number of 
tax credit fraud cases that had yet 
to be solved. . 

“The DOF should not anymore 
be involved in its supervision, 
and finance officials concurrently 
working as officers of the task 
force should be removed. This is 
because we cannot be supervising 
ourselves,” Amatong told re- 
porters after the mid-year eco- 
nomic briefing held yesterday. 

Amatong proposed that the su- 


attitude," according to the official 
wedding booklet. 

She was born to a Bruneian fa- 
ther and a Swiss nurse, Suzanne 
Aeby, who met while they were 
studying in London in the 1970s, 
officials said. 

Although the Muslim nuptials 
will showcase the Southeast 
Asian kingdom's ancient origins. 
Brunei is one of the region's 
smallest countres, and shares 
Borneo island with Malaysia and 
Indonesia. 

After the wedding rites, which 
will reportedly take only 15 min- 
utes, the couple will be paraded 
across the capital in a carriage, 
accompanied by 105 limousines 
carrying royal family members. 

Fireworks will light up the sky 
for three nights. The local unit of 
oil giant Royal Dutch Shell has 
donated 500,000 Brunei dollars 
(US$292,400; euro 243,700) for 
the display and for cultural 
events to be hosted by popular 
performers from Malaysia. 


Absolute ruler 

Sultan Hassanal, 58, is the ab- 
solute ruler of his 350,000 sub- 
jects. 

He was the world's richest man 
before the advent of the high-tech 
ета und the rise of mogul Bill 
Gates and other self made bil- 
lionaires—and before a series of 


PNP to print posters of top 20 most wanted men 


suspected kidnappers last year 


Soon, you will see their faces when he still headed the Nation- 


on posters the Philippine Nation- 
al Police will put up starting this 
„month at transportation termi- 


al Anti-Kidnapping Task Force. 
Reyes’ strategy led to the ar- 
rest of nearly half of the coun- 


“nals and on walls near schools, у 20 most wanted kidnap sus- 


public markets and churches. 
To shor 


pects then, owing to leads pro- 


is serious in captur- vided by citizens who saw their 


ing major crime suspects, the face on the posters, police said. 
“PNP is printing thousands of 


“posters containing the mug shots 
of the top 20 fugitives still at 


Зате 


List of fugitives 
Seven of the remaining kid- 
map suspects will have their 


X. The posters will spell out the places on the new PNP posters. 
corresponding rewards which ‘They include the brothers Rolly 
informants will get if they help and Harold Fajardo, Hedelito 


turn the suspects in. 


‘The idea came from Interior 


“Eddie” Trinidad, ex-policeman 
Allan Estrada, Mario Valerio, 


Secretary Angelo Reyes, who Ronald Roilan, and Felizardo 


used the same strategy against 


Pagulayan. 


The reward for Trinidad's ar- 
rest is P850,000 while that for 
Estrada's is P825,000. Valerio, 
Roilan and Pagulayan each car- 
ries a P500,000 price on their 
heads. 

The Fajardo brothers, alleged 
leaders of the notorious Batan- 
gas-based — kidnap-for-ransom. 
group, are among four fugitives 
ranked in No. 2 spot on the PNP 
list. They have a Pl-million 
bounty each. 

Also ranked No. 2 are murder 
suspect Corey Dickpus and Ed- 
uardo Iran alias Boy Muslim, the 
alleged gunman of former An- 
tique Gov. Evelio Javier. 

"The 1986 murder of Javier, an. 
outspoken critic of Marcos, 


helped fuel opposition to the dic- 
tatorship that eventually led to 
its downfall. 


Ex-rebel tops list 

No. 1 on the PNP list is Ricar- 
do Peralta, an alleged 
gun-for-hire wanted in a kid- 
nap-for-ransom case, Described 
by the police as a former New 
People’s Army commander and 
founder of the Red Vigilante 
Group, Peralta carries a price of 
P1.2million on his head. 

Another suspect on the PNP 
list is ex-Supt. Rafael Cardeno, 
the Young Officers’ Union chair 
who allegedly masterminded the 
murder of former Army officer 
‘Baron Cervantes in Las Pifias on 


Dec. 31, 2001. 

Тһе’ convicted gunman, 
exMarine 58. Joseph 
Mostrales, has said in a sworn 
statement that Cardeno ordered 
and paid his group to liquidate 
‘Cervantes. 

The slain Army officer had 
linked Cardeno to alleged efforts 
to destabilize the Arroyo admin- 
istration. Cardeno has denied 
the charges against him. 

Malacafiang has offered a 
P500,000 reward to anyone who 
can help pinpoint the where- 
abouts of Cardeno. 


Socialite's son 
Also on the PNP list is Jose 
Maria Panlilio, son of the late so- 
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pervision of the SPTF be trans- 
ferred to Malacañang. 

SPTF executive director Alan 
Ventura was earlier quoted as 
saying he wanted an extension. 
because the task force was in the 
middle of preparing more tax 
credit fraud cases against over 90 
companies. 

But the task force itself has 
been accused of bungling its own 
cases and burning vital witness- 
в. 

The SPTF has been partly 
blamed for the dismissal of 14 tax 
credit fraud cases involving over 
Р1 billion in lost revenues for the 
government. 

It is also being criticized for its 
recent move to name OSS mem- 
bers Marquez and Santiago as 
suspects to two cases involving 
Victory Textile Mills. 

The two are vital witnesses to 
almost all of the government's tax 
credit fraud cases. 

Ventura has denied any per- 
sonal motive in making the 
charges. “We are only doing our 
job. If they are really innocent, 
they can just explain themselves 
before the Ombudsman,” he said. 
With a report from Michelle V 
Remo 


financial blunders blamed on his 
younger brother, Prince Jefri—in 
the 1990s. 

‘The monarch is also his coun- 
пуз prime minister, and heads 
the military and ministries of de- 
fense and finance, His Cabinet in- 
cludes royal family members who 
stay in several palaces. He lives in 
the main palace, and is reported 
to have a private collection of 
more than 150 Rolls-Royces. 

Brunei draws its wealth from 
oil and gas revenues, and the rul- 
ing family's extravagance is leg- 
endary. 

This is evident in the pamper- 
ing of the wedding guests. At the. 
Empire Hotel where many of 
them—including the Duke of 
Gloucester, Japan's Naruhito, 
Bahrain's King Hamad, Ms Ar- 
Toyo and the other Southeast 
Asian leaders—are booked, the 
massive columns in the atrium, 
and the toilet brushes, are gold- 
plated. 

‘The other guests are staying in 
equally opulent villas built in 
2000 for then US President Bill 
Clinton and other world leaders 
when Brunei hosted the Asia-Pa- 
cific Economic Cooperation 
(Apec) summit. 

А source familiar with the ar- 
rangements said each guest 
would have his or her own butler. 

"With reports from AP and AFP. 


cialite and jeweler Fe Panlilio. 

The Panlilio son has been 
missing since he allegedly shot 
to death brothers Ariel Real and 
Albert Gutierrez in Calamba, La- 
guna, on July 15, 2003, 

The PNP's notoriety list also 
includes Ben Ventura (robbery, 
P825,000) on the 8th spot, Tigre 
Jakiri (kidnapping and serious 
illegal detention, P700,000), 
9th, Roberto Buenaventura 
(statutory гаре, Р550,000), 
10%, Jordan Diagan (murder, 
550,00), 11th, and Amado Bu- 
саја (murder, P550,000). 

Rolando Alambag (homicide), 
Loida Magpatoc (murder) and 
Jaime Gonzales (robbery) havea 
500,000 bounty each. 
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Subic Freeport locators buck new taxes ҮЙ Ern 


By Carlito Pablo 


FOREIGN and local investors operating at the 
Subic Freeport are threatening to close th 
businesses over the government's plans to im- 
pose additional taxes in the special economic 
zone. 

Rep. Milagros Magsaysay (Independent, 
Zambales) raised this warning as the Bureau 
of Internal Revenue is poised to amend tax in- 
centives granted to Subic investors. 

“The Subic Bay Freeport Chamber of Com- 
merce (SBFCC) has already warned the gov- 
ernment that if this happens, several investors 
will close shop. This could lead to massive lay- 
offs,” she said. 

The BIR earlier announced that it would is- 
sue new revenue regulations in special eco- 
nomic zones, particularly ће Subic Freeport, 
in order to squeeze more revenues for the 
government. 
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Magsaysay said the BIR's plan would back 
fire and affect President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
10-point program which included the genera- 
tion of more jobs and the development of the 
Subic-Clark corridor. 

Under Republic Act No. 7227 or the Bases 
Conversion Law, investors in special econom- 
iczones are required only to pay 5-percent tax 
оп gross income in lieu of all other taxes. 

"The 5- percent gross income tax was im- 
posed by law to lure foreign and local in- 
vestors to put up business in this premier 
freeport zone,” Magsaysay said. She added 
that since the law was passed by Congress, it 
is only the legislative branch which could 
amend itand not the BIR. 

Among the new regulations being eyed 
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by the BIR is disallowing all administra- 
tive, selling and operating expenses even if 
these expenses are incurred directly and 
exclusively in registered business activi- 
ties. 

Under existing regulations, Subic investors 
are entitled to tax breaks on direct costs in- 
curred in their operations. 

Magsaysay said she is filing a resolution 
urging the President to order the Department 
of Finance and the BIR to come up with a “fair 
solution.” 

"The Subic investors 
are willing to sit down 
with our tax authorities. 
at any time to discuss 
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Pawns in Abra politics 


From page Al 


pursuit. Our motivation here is 
nt 1 vengeance." 
called saka-saka (barefoot i A © But he said the group would 
goons), said former media practi- : К che make sure that their men would 
tioner Lakay Tasyo, referring to a : re Я not hurt innocent people while 
group of armed men who used to carrying out their jobs. 
roam barefoot in remote villages When a PAG member dies, 
inthe Ilocos region in the 19605. other members, including for- 
"The term ‘saka-saka’ was mer members, return to their 
coined because the politicians native towns and regroup. 
from Ilocos Sur at the time Š And family members of those 
would go to remote areas and А Fe o : killed do not blame the war- 
call on the men there to join i lords for the deaths. 
their group, promising them on- 
ly food and a place to live in as 3 : It pays to bea goon 
payment,” Lakay Tasyo, 84, “In fact, their relatives would 
said. make it a point to come to our 
Some of the recruits were so house and tell us to take care of 
poor that they could not even ourselves,” Ares said. “They 
buy a pair of slippers, he said. would be very concerned about 
Some politicians without our safety,” Ares said. 
money or “connections” to hire j “Tm not like others who 
goons from outside their terr 5 ^. $ would leave their dead behind. 
tories “had to take in locals who I claim their bodies from the fu- 
were willing to do that kind of З 1 5 neral parlors because the least T 
job for them," a provincial offi- 1 could give their families is a de- 
cial said. 4 cent burial for their loved 
Abra old-timers said that "im- р т ones,” Ares said, in Tagalog. 
ported” goons hired during the x З E The bond between the war- 
election season were sent home з lord and his men lasts. 
after their contracts ended. d à ` “Money cannot buy every- 


á 7 " E 4 А thing... Whats involved here is 
As good as soldiers E a ч 79 camaraderie and honoring 


Xander, 64, a former com- г Ш one's word," Ares said. 
manderofa private army of two E. "They are a family, they аге" 
Abra governors, said he recrui “ brothers. When someone dies, 
ed several saka-saka from re- Я Я ok ме make sure that the needs of 
‘mote towns in the province. j sÀ his family are taken care of ... 
During his time, he said, his " Not once did we treat (our men) 
group would train recruits for a L as bayaran (for hire)." 
weck in Langiden town before г Тһе men receive at least 
assigning them various tasks. * Я $ P1,000 in monthly allowance 
These men were taught mi $ each. They are also provided 
tary tactics and techniques in К with food, education and 
handling guns and securing E д ati M medicines. 


their bosses. They were also HOW to hold a gunis the first thing they teach a new recruit of private armed groups in Abra. This is followed by training in military tactics, “If he wants to be a farmer, 
trained in staging ambuscades. аше shies! тшшнщ шан пи We buy him land and animals 
OM rare oceastons;-even:sol- POO Sefai boan aletas eem and support him. If he is capa- 


diers would help train the men, litical playing field in Abra. restaurant or a bar here, cus- Abra is the only one populated enough,” he said. ble of finishing engineering, 
Xander said. “As someone educated in tomers would leave one after by Ilocanos. He said he migrat- Тһе youngest in his groupis then we send him to college and 

“The goons who came from Manila, 1 had a different per- the other. But this does not ed to the province in the 1960s 12 years old, according to Ares. We pay for all his expenses,” 
the barrios wore slippers. Com- spective of how the political bother him. when his uncle and father de- Adolf’s group has a 13-year-old Ares said. 
pared with soldiers in fatigue playing field should be. But " " cided to work as goons for local fighter. “When I send them to school, 
uniforms and combat boots, when a mayor, who happened The pains of loving politicians, “Most of them are volunteers. 1 also consider the needs of my 
they were as good [skills-wise], to bemyclose friend, wasassas- “Тһе only way for the killings © 5 In the selection process, you town so they can come back and 
though they were barefoot," he sinated, itwas then that I decid- tostopistomakethemfeelhow Election is show time should be able to distinguish use what they have learned to 
said. ed to put up my own private painful it is to lose someone Ares said his group grew like between those who are really serve our people,” he added. 

5 А army,” said Adolf. that you love,” he said. a "barkada" (gang). interested and those who just 
Programmed to di "iie should never let vio- “When I wasin Grade 2,our “After recruitment, the first wanttoholda gun,” Aressaid. Bond among warlords 

Those assigned as close-inse- lence defeat you," he added. house was strafed by goons. We step is always to teach them Background checks are run Тһе officials said they gave 
curity men were playfully had to hide under the beds,” he how to hold a gun," he said. on applicants and closest rela- their men opportunities to earn 
called "pinambabala sa kanyon Fromonewarlord toanother said. When Ares is not around, tives and longtime, trusted fam- more by offering them to other 
(cannon fodder)." Adolf was 10 years old when After that incident, Ares said Jonathan makes sure that their йу friends are preferred, he politicians in need of extra 

“They were trained to take he lost his youngest brother in Һе vowed that no more gunfire теп do not starve and are well said. guns. 
bullets meant for whoever they an ambush staged by their fami- would shatter the peace and raken care of. Some members ofAdolf’sand ^ Some of those who served 
were protecting. They were pro- ly’s political rivals. He said both quiet of his home again. In the town where Ares and Ares’ PAGs are in school while during the elections came home 
grammed to die for their boss- his parentsstill carried thescars “Nothing and no one should Jonathan grew up, election someareemployed in “strategic 25,000 to P100,000 richer 
ез,” Xander said. from the wounds they suffered таке me feel that helpless any- time means a showdown be- places,” а euphemism for gov. they said. 

Later, politicians’ reliance on іп that incident. more,” he said. tween private armies of rival ernment and law enforcement Adolf said that he did not 
local menmadethe importation Тһе scars have become con- Ares said he started his pri- political parties. offices where they could get in. condone any wrongdoing by his 
of goons from outside unneces- stant reminders of that tragedy. vate army during the 1998elec- ^ "They make their presence formation on political rivals men and he allowed authorities 
sary, he said. ‘Adolf said that his father, also tions with the help of Jonathan, felt during elections,” Ares and theirallies. to do their job if his men were 

Two local officials and a a former politician, never want- а son of a veteran goon in the said. : arrested for indiscriminately 
member of a political family in ed to have goons but the mur- province. “Most of my men are cousins, ‘We want vengeance’ ing their guns, But his men 
Abra admitted to the Inquirer der of his brother made him re- “We went to different distant relatives and longtime Some аге former members of are given legal assistance, he 
that they maintained PAGs. alize the need for them. barangays of our town and we family friends so it is notasifwe the communist New Peoples said. 

These three men exude power ^ When Adolf set up his army, asked the leaders to give us the ever treat them like hired guns. Army and the militia Cordillera Adolf said he had a 20-year- 
and might, and at least one of he only needed to recall into money they got supposedly to They are not goons,” he said. People's Liberation Army. old employee now in jail for 
them was educated in Manila. service those who had worked buy votes,” he said. “They trust- “What we eat is not different Мозг PAG members, Ares killing the boyfriend of a girl 
Their РАС are powerful, well for his father. Some of them ed usand told us that we could from what they eat. Hindi said, have lost at least a family the young man was courting. 

trained and well equipped. "were sons of the first-genera- have it because, anyway, they nakahiwalay ang banga nila member to political violence. But Ares claimed that no mat- 

“We are young and we would tion goons who worked for the did not really like to vote forthe (We share the same jar).” “They are doing this of their ter how bad people looked at 
get better as we get older,” one old man. candidates who gave it to own free will They don’t de- them, his group had helped 
of them said. "It was more like the force of them." Goons covered by insurance mand much and money is not maintain peace and order in his 

“But not everything that has circumstances,” Adolf said. "I ^ Said Jonathan: “We bought Ares said his men were cov- the issue,” Ares said. town “because no one would 
been written about us is true,” know that right now, PS million our first guns from Vigan (using егей by insurance policies so — Said Adolf: “Death has never kill without a valid reason.” 
said Vladimir, 27, said to be the will go to my lucky killer. (The the money we solicited). Some that if they got killed, their fam- demoralized us." “We never strike unless (our 
most aggressive of the trio. principle here is you have to) were notevenin good condition ilies would not starve. Said Ares: “We are not afraid enemies) provoke us first,” he 

‘Adolf, 29, said that maintain- arm yourselfor be left behind.” but we were able to make them There is no.age limit forthose то die. Bringing the closest peo- Said. 

g a private army was very im- Ares, 33, is anything but a work.” who want to join his group. "As plein our lives tothe graveshas Tomorrow: Are private armies 
portant in order to level the po- coward. When he walks into a Jonathan's home village in long as they can do it, that's made us more dedicated in our in Abra untouchable? 


Guess who OKd bulldozing of 10,000 young trees in QC? 


From page Al ty" he sai the damaged trees. 

‘The property near the comer М$ВЕ president Chito Bertol 
adviser to President Macapa- 2 of Edsa and Quezon City Avenue had earlier said the foundation 
gal-Arroyo, Defensor approved * had been leased by the National was not claiming the property 
the development of a govern- Housing Authority tothe SJBI. Бш that it had been allowed by 
ment property in Quezon City by А huge signboard in the агеа the МНА for the last 27 years to 
а private contractor, whose crew a E I + 4 declaresthatitwillbedeveloped use a portion of it as an exten- 
recently bulldozed close to y: + A into bus bays and retail spaces to sion of the MSBF nursery. 
10,000 tree saplings in a portion > = : be collectively called the Central Bertol complained in an inter- 
of the land used by the Manila È 2 Terminal. view that the foundation was 
Seedling Bank Foundation (MS- SI F32: A ^ ^ 2 “not given prior notice” when 
BF). 5 Private matter SJBI workmen started bulldoz- 

That bulldozing incident on т 2 Э In an interview with the ing the nursery area and de- 
‘Aug. 23 outraged not only the OTT quinzm yesterday, Defensor соп. stroyed 9,936 tree saplings 
foundation but also environ- SET ^^ $ firmed issuing the letter and worth P1.2 million. 
ment advocates—and became d _ x smiled at the ironic tum of He said the trees could have 
among the first issues to land on $ ES = events. been saved. 

Defensor's lap upon his transfer з He said that as far as the bull- эы 

last week to the Department of ae m dozing incident was concerned, Investigation 

Environment and Natural Re- Š “the issue of damagesisa private Environmentalists led by 
sources, и 2 matter between Manila Seedling Odette Alcantara, along with op- 

A day after the bulldozing i У Ез ч е Bank and San Jose, because ће position Sen. Jamby Madrigal, 


cident, the MSBF filed a com- т r d : foundation is operating as a joined MSBF workers and offi- 
plaint ot malicious mischief with DÉPENSORPesteatchesupwikh Quezon City to protestthebulidoringof young crees by = business. cials yesterday in a rally con- 


the Quezon City police against "eW DENR secretary. рашон IMS NCC Ол the part of the DENR, itis demning the bulldozing in 
the crew of the contractor, San clearing operation. 16-hectare property into а com- area is hereby authorized,” De- still waiting for the police report dent, 
Jose Builders Inc. (SJBI). А document obtained by the mercial area. fensor told SJBI owner Jerry ontheexactdamagedone bythe Madrigal said she had filed a 
Defensor told reporters а few INquiner showed that it was actu- "In line with the National Acuzar ina letter dated Dec. 16, contractor's crew, Defensor said. resolution calling on Senate en- 
days before formally assuming ally Defensor, then chair of the Housing Authority's project to 2002. With the report, he said, the vironment committee chair Pia 
his new post that the contractor Housing and Urban Develop- undertake temporary use of the “а this regard, you are re- DENR “may require San Jose to Cayetano to launch an investiga- 
might be required to "replace" mentCoordinating Council, who 16-ha area of the North Triangle quested to proceed with the conduct an urban greening pro- tion and “act with deliberate dis- 
the saplings if proven remiss in gave the go-signal two years ago property in Quezon City, the uti- construction of the vending gram" in other areas in Metro patch” on this “crime against the 
notifying the foundation of the for the SJBI to convert the idle lization of the same as vending area on the mentioned proper- Manila in a scale equivalent to environment.” 
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Video of Beslan hostages shocks Russia 


тч A young boy, hands on his 
head, cowered at the man's feet 
while in а darkened doorway а 
woman dressed all in black and 
wearing an explosive-packed sui- 
cide belt brandished a pistol. 

“Do not bring in the children 
here yet,” one man was heard 
yelling in accented Russian as an- 
Other continued to string up 
wires and rig explosives in the 
gym, stepping amid streaks of 
blood on the floor. 

The video images sparked a 
fierce reaction among Russians 
and the mood across the country 
оп Wednesday, exactly a week af- 
ter about 1,000 hostages were 
seized, was а mix of inconsolable 
grief and mounting rage. 

“You can never forget this,” said 
one woman in Beslan who would 
give her name only as Lisa. "How 
сап you forget this when so many 
children died this way? They will 
be in our memory for years.” 

Russian news agencies that the 
Russian security service had put 


MOSCOW—Horrifying pictures of masked gunmen rig- 
ginga gym with explosives crammed with hundreds of ter- 
ified children sparked revulsion in Russia on Wednesday 
аз authorities put a $10-million reward on the heads of 
two top Chechen leaders. 


Russian television late Tuesday 
showed video footage of the scene 
inside the gym at the school in 
southern Beslan, which was seized 
aweek ago by gunmen demanding 
independence for Chechnya. 

“These people are animals," Ol- 
ga Beovayeva, a 60-year-old, said 
in Beslan after seeing the images 
оп Russia's NTV television net- 
‘work, as the death toll from the 
bloody standoff climbed to 336. 

Russian authorities announced 
they would pay 2 300-million-ru- 
ble ($10-million) reward for in- 
formation leading to the "neu- 
tralization" of two top Chechen 
rebel leaders Aslan Maskhadov 
and Shamil Basayev. 


up a huge reward for information. 
Maskhadov and Basayev. 

Maskhadov served as presi- 
dent of Chechnya during a brief 
period of de facto independence 
in the second half of the 19905, 
while Basayev is a noted rebel 
fighter who has claimed responsi- 
bility for many attacks against 
Russian troops, 

Officials have accused both men 
of involvement in the Beslan school 
hostage-taking. Through a spokes- 
person, however, Maskhadov has 
denied any responsibility in the 
tragedy. 

The news agencies said both 
men had been wanted for years in 
connection with various attacks 
in Russia and the Russian security 
service said it would guarantee 
anonymity and security of any in- 
formants on their whereabouts. 

Russia's state prosecutor, Vla- 
dimir Ustinov, met with President. 
Vladimir Putin to give him an up- 
date on the investigation into the” 
tragedy, news agenciessaid. AFP 


square beside the Kremlin in a 
govemmentapproved demon- 
stration against terror and in re- 
membrance of the Beslan victims. 
The 87-second tape showed 
hundreds of school children, par- 
ents and teachers packed into the 
North Ossetia school where they 
were seated on the gym floor in 
muted fear, many visibly sweating, 
as hostage-takers stood over them. 
The video showed home-made 
bombs suspended from wires that 
ran the length of the gymnasium 
attached to two basketball hoops. 
At one point, a masked man 
holding an automatic rifle was 
seen pointing forcefully to an ob- 
ject under his foot that looked 
‘The airing of the video footage like а book but that had wires 
came hours after an estimated running to it. A television com- 
130,000 people rallied on а mentatorsaid it was a mine. 


Massacre of children outrages Pope 


CHECHEN rebel leader Shamil Basayev now has a $10-million price 
onhis head. > E 


‘VATICAN CITY—Pope John Paul II expressed 
outrage Wednesday over the killing of chil- 
dren in the Russian school hostage-taking, 
condemning “cruel fanaticism” and an “i 
sane contempt” for their lives 

He said it was necessary to utter a “cry of 
pain" for all innocent children who are vic- 
tims of the violence of adults. 

‘The Pope had sent a condolence message to 
Russian authorities after a group of terrorists 
Killed hundreds of children, parents and 
teachers in a school in North Ossetia last 
week, but his remarks at his weekly general 
audience marked the first time he had spoken 
ош personally on the tragedy. 

Noting that Wednesday marked -the 
Catholic feast day of the Nativity of Mary, 


ones in Beslan in Ossetia, victims of a bar- 
barous kidnapping and tragically killed?” 

“They were inside а school, a place where 
one learns the values which give a sense to his- 
tory, to culture and the civilization of peoples, 
he said. “Instead they experienced hate and 
death, dark consequences of a cruel fanaticism 
and insane contempt for the human person." 

He said his thoughts went out to all suffer- 
ing children. 

"Children forced to carry arms and taught 
хо hate and kill; children forced to beg in the 
streets, used for easy gain; children mistreat- 
ed and humiliated by bullying and abuse by 
adults; children left to themselves, deprived 
of the warmth of a family and the prospect of 
a future; children who die of hunger, children 


Qu finest hearing instrument is so small that it can 
be worn comfortably with eyeglasses 


And i is so aesthetically pleasing, it is a pity no one will notice i 
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killed in the many conflicts in various regions 
can one not think of so many defenseless little 


ofthe world.” AP 
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Моһовие — US military deaths in Iraq pass 1,000 


China begins cleanup from floods 


К лы лнн нна dot peo digg ROI СО ee the pain and the сов: their service and joins with their erations after Saddam fell. 


cluding a suicide car bombing of this fight isn’t worth it,” Rums- families and loved ones in The US military has not reported 
ой оп Wednesday ater floods and landslides kiled atleast 161 people, Pushed the number of US military feld told a Pentagon news confer- mourning theirloss,"Kerry said. overall Iraqi deaths. The Iraqi health 
While authorities warned of further rains over parts of the disaster area. eta inthe h wel nage PN RE Мерт ан та 
Downpours stopped in Sichuan province's hard-hit Dazhou area where ће 268005 in the Iraq campaign past елсе Well our enemies іште ир ice жий never forget. the- ministry started counting йе cou 
death tll stood at 89 with 41 missing and about 10,000 people sickand in- 1000, with the majority inflicted derestimated our country, ош price they have paid. And we only in Apri when heavy fighting 
jured. In sprawling Chongqing municipality just east of Sichuan, 72 people by an insurgency that bloomed af- coalition. They have failed to un- must meet our sacred obligation broke out in Fallujah and Najaf. 
ОНОР orl ойша Nowe Agency трон. How- ter US President George W Bush derstand the character of our рех to all out troops to do all we сап However conservative eles) by 
ver, meteorologists have warned that at least three major storms willstrike eclaredmajorcombatover. іе. And they certainly misread our tomake theright decisions in Iraq__ private groups place the Iraqi toll at 
incoming weak. Authorities put the enormous Three Gorges hydroelectric Fighting with Sunni and Shite commanderinchief” —— so that we can bring them home least 10,000—or 10 times the num- 
project on alert as flood crests passed through the swollen Yangtze River. insurgents killed eight Americans Тһе Bush administration has as soon as possible.” berof US military deaths. 
Navigation through the dam's locks was suspended. АР Б the ваба! иш on Ty ag Unie ie oq confi mM E establish the 
inesday, pushingthecount маг on terrorism. nonhostile causes right number of casualties,” sak 
Japan storm leaves 28 dead to 1,003. That number includes Commission, however, concluded since the United States launched Amnesty International's Middle 
TOKYO—Japan's coast guard on Wednesday found five more bodies from 1,000 US troops and three civil- that Iraq and al-Qaida did not have thelraqcampaign in March 2003to East spokesperson, Nicole 
an Indonesian cargo ship that ran aground during a powerful typhoon that ians, two working for the US Army а "collaborative relationship” be- topple Saddam Hussein's regime. Сһоџеігу. She added that “it was 
fias hammered japan, raising the death toll from the storm to atleast 28. At алк one for the Air Force. The tally fore the 2001 attacks on New York АП but 138 of the US deaths came _ the job of the'occupation power to 
least 15 others were missing. Public broadcaster NHK said 718 people һай was compiled by The ‘Associated and Washington, and some have after Bush's Мау 1, 2003 declara- keep track of the numbers but the 
been injured, while police put the number at 498. The tropical storm, which Press based on Pentagon records questioned to what extent foreign бол of an end to major combat op- Americans failed todoso.” АР 
was downgraded Wednesday from a typhoon after losing some of its devas- and AP reporting from Iraq. terror groups are involved in the 
tating force, was centered at the northern tip of Hokkaido island and headed US Defense Secretary Donald Н. anti-US insurgency in Iraq. = = 
northwest with sustained winds of up to 108 kph. The typhoon carved a Rumsfeld cited progress on several Democratic presidential candi- 1 Pps 
path of destruction Tuesday along the country's western coast, levi fons in the Bush dministrations date Sen. John Kerry issued a state- TR А F. ALGAR S 
about 1.6 million households without power, demolishing 27 homes and ^ — globalwaronterrorismandsaidUS ment saying the United States joined 2 ALLE OA 
flooding 1,458 buildings, Japanese media said. л” Senia should not underestimate the fiends and families of those [1 rs — é 
the willingness of the American whodiedin moumingtheirlos. < f'RE W= 
WHO alarmed by IM suicides people and its coalition alliestosuf- ^ "Today marks a tragic mile- 
 GENEVA—Almost опе million people kill themselves each year and the Eer casualties in Iraqandelsewhere. stone іп the war in Iraq. More 
number, which exceeds the death toll from murder and war, is expected to than 1,000 of America’s sons and 


hit 1.5 million by 2020, the World Health Organization said Wednesday. But gusce iare белин мат айе бе шн 
suicide is largely preventable through better surveillance of favorite meth- E и : л : 
ee О mM auium КОП инле muscle Cn ome lone 
port groups, the UN health agency sald. Ina bid to raise awareness on the = Ў i 

issue, the WHO and the International Association for Suicide Prevention will d f 1 
оозанат ылар ыша Kidnapping of 2 Italian 

isa tragic global public health problem." said Catherine Le Gales-Camus, Д 

WHO assistant director general for noncommunicable diseases and mental d ki d d 
VO saa draa aeni aata ea aa aid WOrKers condemne 

and wars combined. There is an urgent need for coordinated and intensified 


global action to prevent this needless toll,” she said in a statement. AP ПОНЕ ED йи сакове ‘The kidnapping deals "а low 


raged over the kidnapping oftwo blow to Italy in order to force it to 

i mi female aid workers, Pope John leave the country; it is a slap in 
New TVs zoom in for close-ups Paul П led prayers for their re- the face of the system of unarmed 
TOKYO—Sony Corp. has developed a computer chip that allows Viewers tO Jease Wednesday and Premier Sil- humanitarian aid,” said another 
Zoom in on any part ofa TV image, such as a favorite soccer player or anintrud- vip Berlusconi urged a united aliam daily, the Rome-based Il 41 
er on securty-camera footage, while keeping the image sharp. Ina demonstra- ро ду, р = id = [a 
tion on Wednesday, the Japanese electronics and entertainment giant showed ‘Tot agains’ teron r, Mess аа ү 
Кеш Realty атте о? а technology tat alows users Simona Pari and Simona Tor. “Un Ponte Pet was critical of ary 
to par around the TVimageandthenzoomin.Aknob onaboxatachedtothe Tetta, 29, were seized from their Berhusconis support of the US-led 3 K Singapore Arines 
ТУ adjusts the amount of zoom. In the demonstration, ап image of sprawing Offices in central Baghdad after invasion in Iraq, and the two wom- E tor $888 arare опу plus 
Таба ао ооп while zooming into show Ihat a tiny speck was ап attack by a group in of armed еп were described in news reports rence sar 
actually a man walking, and a dark spot in the iver was а hippopotamus. ` AP men inolive-green uniforms. Two as pacifists. Italy has 3,500 troops то Aprill 2005 

A я 2 Я Iraqis, а man and a woman, меге іп гас, which were sent in after the В & 

$1-M interview with Monica also kidnapped in the raid. ouster of Saddam Hussein. 
‘SHANGHAI—Former presidential paramour Monica Lewinsky is planning a _ Torretta and Pari worked foran Тһе kidnapping was con- 
promotional tour in China for her 1999 book, "Monica's Story,” andis de- айй agency called "Un Ponte Per. demned by all politicians, and ће 
Manding $1 million per media interview, the state press reported Wednes- C'A Bridge To...") and wereinvolved two blocs vowed to unite against 
day. Lewinsky, 20, is expected to travel to China in mid-October for tour in school and water projects. terrorism. = 
that will also include Hong Kong and possibly Taipei in Taiwan, the Shanghai “They are not in Baghdad by “We are ready to cooperate [5] 
Morning Post reported. Her visit to Beijing, Shanghai, Chengdu, and chance, for money or adventure, with the government and the in- 
Guangzhou in mainland China to promote the Chinese version of "Monicas ut to bring concrete aid to an af stitutions to save these two brave fenas Уту Тр ahasa oo Om sce vege мир cy ee tan 
Story" is set to coincide with the Chinese release of former US President ВИ! flicted population,” Corriere del- women,” said opposition leader [eerte to? Sonne Soa coss Ci tom temi Stow” teases der 
Clinton's autobiography "My Life.” AFP Ja Sera wrote Wednesday. Francesco Rutelli. AP 
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BP Express Remit ў fess зу мелте eats end money тоа бш oer ба Pup, aE + - 
REMITTANCE WITH TEXT A LERT Express Advice for Expat Pinoys: Invest Safely and Wisely 
А 


For the Expat Pinoys, ВРІ has services that go beyond remittances: BPI has а full program `. 
Remittance Blues ni Tatay personat fora Fliinos, working or ing abroad 
As a son of an Expat Pinoy, Erik Santos understands the difficulties In sending remittance a Le ур 
» from abroad, Erik relates that while his Tatay sends regular remittances, his mother does not always get 
them on time, "kaya't irap па hirap si Nanay". 
е 2 advice ko sa moa beneficiaries ng Expat Pinoy, ikuwento sa inyong mga 
"Dahil po siguro sa delay in processing ng mga remittance or money ‘companies dahil pasalin-- a p 
Suisse Leech Ei ca aironi a Ets шї ш 
4 К э ооо, may truong ilac 
жауа nga po malaking bagay ngayon па may serbisyong BPI Express Remit: Sa simpleng steps 1-2-8, mga Epal Pinoys na ted ту 
табай kay Tatay magpadala a: lalong madali rin para ва amin matanggap ang perang padala е Enh cnda. 


igit sa lahat, BPI pa mismo ang magte-text kay Tatay at sa amin пі Nanay na dumating na ang padala, 
at puwede nang ma-withdraw sa BPI Express Teller ATMs, kahit anong oras at araw.” 

“Iba Pa Rin Talaga Pag Bangko, Gaya ng BPI" 

"Eh, business po talaga nila yan, eh, lalo ра ВРІ", says Erik. 

To Erik and Nanay, "malaking bagay na walang pag-aalala sa tuwing magpapadala ng pera si Tatay." 


BPI racantly Introducad Expross Remit, ts on-line, real time remittance factity with text alert. Аз soan 
ов the rernitter sends money through алу ВР! Express Remit Centers and its affliated tie-up companies. 
ВР! sends the remitter and his benoficlary a text alert taling them that fundis have been credited fo. 
their account and that the money can now bo withdrawn in any of BP's more than 1,200 АТМз nationwide, 
any time, any day, whether you have a BPI Express Teller ATM card ог tha Express Gash card. 


Tho toxt alert Is гоо of charge and can bé received through any celiphone network provider. 


iguradong matipid;, 
mabilis at maaasahan. 


“Doing it the Express Online Way 


“Sabi ko nga rin po kay Tatay, mag-enrol kami а BP! Express, Online. Kung mabils па ang Express Remit, 
mas mablis ра ang remittance kung funds transterfrom Tatay's ВР! Express Teller Account to my Express EPELA 
Toller account. Re 


Vas dona iar Bin puwede rg Not fors He FA Peps Te Deter eos Account” iy ooi PANKOFTHETHILIFPINEISLANDS 
{ony EPI Pezo Expresa Tor Account, ono, eal tme. Malaki pa eng paltan ng dallar о peso зв BPI ‘A tedden al ndr 


Express Online," Erik continues. 
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Death 


I: WAS a 


deranged, roo: 


by madness 


particularly horrific scene in this country 


that does not lack in horror. A man, his year-old baby 
in his arms, clambers atop a steel footbridge like one 


sts there in the searing heat, occasionally 


swings wild-eyed from perch to perch, and, after more 


than an hour, 


leaps to the ground, killing the child and 


maiming himself on impact. His injuries are exacerbated 


by an angry crowd that besets him, Lat- 


EDITORIAL er removed from the scene and flat on 


his back in a hospital (but apparently 


quite willing to indulge a TV reporter), the father admits 


tonoremorse. 


Early on in the apparently unemployed Nestor Silang's 


perverse adver 
that he was in 


nture last week, it was widely speculated 
the throes of drugs. Indeed, media reports 


alleged so—perhaps because of the notion that bizarre 
behavior like his can only be explained by a chemically in- 
duced “madness.” (As an observer had commented, 
poverty and drugs make for a lethal combination.) But TV 
reports quoted Silang in the hospital as denying having 
been under the influence. Its possible that he was lying 
through his teeth, but by that claim, he presumably 
meant to say he was in possession of his faculties when he 
took his son and namesake on the fatal climb, and no 
imagined demons pushed him to do the deed. 

Silang's wife—pegged by reports at age 35 but looking 
much older, and marked by an oddly quiet demeanor, as 
though she were (or perhaps she is) restraining a savage 
force within—has since filed a case of parricide. But until 


he is actually convicted and thrown in jail, the chance of 


his being pronounced insane—and consequently escap- 
ing physical liability for what he has done—is great. 
It remains unclear what exactly the purportedly sober 


Silang meant t 
son as ameans 
manner, in bro 


о achieve, Presumably, to kill himself and his 
of escaping a life of misery But in so public a 
ad daylight, complicated by TV cameras and 


a howling crowd? Perhaps it was more to claim the mythi- 


cal.15 minutes 


of fame (not that he had the wherewithal to 


quote Warhol), as indicated by his readiness, despite his 
certain pain, to speak into the microphone thrust into his 
baridaged face, in a tone as though he had yet to—or maybe 
could not—comprehend what he had done. 

What Silang did is not unheard-of. Once upon a time in 
this metropolis of our afflictions, å vagrant who could not 
stand his hungry son's cries beat the boy's head on the 
pavement over and over until the wailing stopped. There 
‘were few witnesses to the crime. And live TV action was 
not in vogue then. 

It cannot be ascertained if Silang was seized by the 
same, or at least comparable, level of desperation. How, 
after all, does one measure despair? 

But no less liable are the Quezon City authorities who ap- 
peared to have done nothing to prevent the child’s terrible 
extinction despite the eternity that elapsed between the 
start of Silang’s climb and his shocking leap. Watching the 
ТУ coverage, the observer flinching at the height of the fa- 


ther's possible 
could also note 


plunge and the prospect of the boy's doom 
the gawking crowd and the general bedlam 


below. There appeared to have been no effective crowd 
control and no skilled intervention by way of trained per- 
sonnel to negotiate with the father for the child's safety. 
And to think that authorities have had similar incidents 
to draw valuable lessons from. 
It was only in May 2002 that four-year-old Dexter Bal- 


ala died in the 


arms of a man who had held him hostage 


for two hours in a Pasay City bus terminal. Diomedes Tal- 


vo, obviously 


anguished and unhinged, had seized the 


boy from his mother at knife point and nicked and ulti- 
mately repeatedly stabbed him as police opened fire. 


Itwasacraz 
all the marks 


ed conclusion of a pre-dawn crime that had 
of police bungling, down to an unruly 


crowd, aggressive TV crews, maddening lights, absolute- 
ly no one equipped to speak with the hostage-taker in his 
language, and а coterie of cops that fired their guns with 
no consideration of the young, shrieking hostage. In the 
end, the autopsy revealed that the child bore not only five 
stab wounds but also four gunshot wounds. 


The offshoot 


members of the Pasay police force were ordered to under- 


t of that hostage drama was that the 341 


go a 20-day training session in hostage crisis manage- 
ment. As many as 21 officers were slapped criminal and 
administrative charges. 

And that was only two years ago. Expect more of the 
same in this seeming downward spiral of madness. 
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BEFORE FERNANDO Poe Jr's presidential 
campaign fell apart, people broke into cold 
sweat over his “inevitable” election. The Ix- 
quien and Cebu Daily News published our 
March 23 tongue-in-cheek column, on how 
“Da King" and China's president would chat in 
apiece titled “State vis 

President Macapagal- 
turned from Beijing—into a political buzz-saw. 
Acceptance of a Chinese invitation for her fam- 
ily obscured her "achievements," Malacafiang 
complained. Here's an equally fictional “State 
visit shivers 2." 

‘After inspecting the honor guards, GMA and 
President Hu Jintao (HJ) meet. Here's their 
imaginary dialogue: 

HJ: Welcome, Madame President. All roads 
lead to Beijing, the Chinese proverb says. 

GMA: Thank you, Mr. President. My official 
team is ready to work. But we're few in number 
because of a cash flow problem back home. 
Not all taxes collected go to government. So, 
we've called for “voluntary austerity.” Your in- 
vitation, nonetheless, enabled my children, 
grandchildren, yayas—what's the Mandarin 
word for nannies?—to come. Oh, yes, the First 
Gentleman, too. Sorry for that oversight. 

HJ: Were happy your family came, 
Madame. “Filial piety moves heaven and 
earth," my grandmother used to say. China al- 
so has tax problems, despite showcase cities 
like Shanghai and $46 billion in foreign invest- 
ments in 2002 alone. 

In 1978, our tax receipts were 31 percent of 
GDB Ву 1999, this slumped to 14 percent. Most 
worrisome is the massive diversion of taxes 
away from the offical budget. You call chat 
"unprogrammed expenditures" in the Philip- 
pines? 

GMA: Hmmm. Sounds more like pork bar- 
rel, That exploded from P12.5 million in 1990 
to P65 million now for every congressman. 
There's P200 million for each senator. 

Walang hindi nabibighani, kapag ang salapi 
ay kumakalansing, we say back home. When 
money jingles, everyone is attracted. In fact, 
our Marxist party-list congressmen slurp at the 


State visit shivers ( 


pork trough with capitalist gusto. 

HJ: Really? "A hundred taels will move heaven 
itself” Madame. In the mid-90s, our off budget 
diversions exceeded budgeted tax revenue by 
two to one. Large amounts are stashed away in 
slush funds. Local officials have near-total discre- 
tion over government spending. They do little to 
improve schools, health care or the environ- 
ment. 

"Those who prosper do not argue about tax- 


._¢5," we Chinese say. But massive corruption re- 


sults. Our National Auditing Agency—the 
‘counterpart of your COA—found that 10 out of 
every 100 yuan, collected in taxes, were si- 
phoned away. Is it true that 40 centavos out of 
every peso are pocketed by your grafters? 

GMA: "The greedy choke easily,” they say in 
Bohol. That's a province like your native An- 
hui. But how does this system affect your local 
governments? The China scholar Minxin Pei 
claims that the most worrisome source of un- 
rest is “the onerous tax burden levied on Chi- 
na's most impoverished citizens." 

HJ: When tax systems fail, governance 
deficits result in three critical areas: mustering 
political support; providing public goods; 
dampening internal tensions. Collapse be- 
comes possible. The University of the Philip- 
pines scholars correctly warn that you have lit- 
te time left to correct course. 

China's fiscal system is also dysfunctional. Lo- 
cal finance, specially in rural interior provinces 
like Hunan, is crumbling. About 40 percent of 
our counties can pay only half their bills. 

Growing demand for services and bloated 
bureaucracies force many townships into debt. 
Hunan’s debts, for example, equal half its in- 
come. Like your Cebu City, no? Almost a quar- 
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ter of its budget go to payment of yen-loan i 
terest. And your government-controlled corpo- 
rations have runaway debts. But "he who re- 
strains his appetite avoids debt.” 

GMA: ПІ tell Mayor Tomas Osmefia that 
when I visit Cebu. So, must we reform flawed 
fiscal systems at the top and overhaul local 
governments at the bottom without delay? 

FU: We have no choice, Madame. Can we 
meet the Millennium Development Goal of 
halving the number of people living in poverty 
(adollar or P56a day) by 2015? 

China did “a remarkable job in reducing ex- 
treme poverty" the Asian Development Bank 
says in its study, "Poverty In Asia.” But “more 
than 200 million can still be counted among 
the extremely poor in that country" That's like 
twoand a half Philippines. 

In rural China, friction between state and the 
peasantry is rising. Collective protests quadru- 
pled from 8,700 in 1993 to over 32,000. They 
stem from our transition from class struggle to 
economic growth, and regressive taxes. 

The Communist Party's structure has de- 
cayed. In 2000, the party did not have a single 
member in 86 percent of the country's private 
firms. A survey of 818 migrant laborers in Bei- 
Jing showed the image of the ruling party was 
thatof a self-serving elite. 

GMA: Your New People's Army comrades 
fan unrest back home, What do we do? 

HJ: We must reread Confucius. "An effective 
government must have sufficient food, suffi 
cient weapons, and confidence of common 
people,” the Sage wrote. 

“Bur if one must be dispensed with, which 
should it be?" the disciple asked. 

“Weapons,” he answered. 

“But what if two must be abandoned?” the 
disciple persisted. 

“Let the food go," replied the Master. “For 
from of old, death has been the lot of all men. 
But if the people have no confidence in the 
government, the state cannot stand.” 

Enough. Time for lunch. 


E-mail: juan, mercadoGpacifi.net.ph. 


Still, Isle of Tortuga 


1DID see one unpleasant thing in the stalls that 
sold pirated DVDs ín Quiapo last weekend. That. 
маз the presence among them of local titles. In 
the past, I used to see only movies starring 
Sharon Cuneta, Judy Ann Santos (I think) and 
various action ones. This time I saw Gil Portes 
“А Beautiful Life" and Joel Lamangan’s “Mano 
Po” and "1 ” “Imelda” was there as well, 
except that, as the vendors tipped, “it wasn't 
DVD yer, just a clear сору” 1 dont know what. 
other Filipino movies are sold there, They 
‘weren't in all the stalls, only ín some of them. 
draw the line at buying local stuff. That has 
been my policy all this time, and that has been 
the policy I've recommended to government 
all this time. That was the advice I gave Tito 
Sotto a couple of years ago when he asked to 
meet with me on the subject. He was then head 


of the Senate committee on intellectual prop- ` 


erty rights, which covered piracy. I said the on- 
Jy rational policy was to stop the pirating of lo- 
cal movies and CDs. You cannot stop piracy 
completely that is a hopeless cause. The tech- 
nology is there. You can no more bind the ex- 
plosion in productive capabilities to old prop- 
епу rights than you can cage King Kong in the 
тоо. But you can at least curb, if not stop, the 
pirating of local movies and CDs. 

You can do that by running only after those 
who sell pirated local movies and CDs. I'm sure 
you can appeal to the publics patriotic senti- 
ments to not buy the pirated local stuff. Fm just 
as sure you won't find resistance, or cynical re- 
action, to cops swooping down on the pirates 
lair and carting off bundles of pirated local 
movies and CDs. The public might even ap- 
plaud them. 

The justification for such a policy should be 
national interest and not moral scruple. The 
reason is simple: You make moral scruple the 
basis for running after people selling, or buy- 
ing, pirated movies and music CDs, you have to 
run as well after those selling, or buying, pirat- 
ed software. It’s the same principle. 

But you do the latter and the country will 
grind to a halt. The educational system will 
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grind to a halt, the banks and courts will grind 
to a halt, the entire government will grind to a 
halt. That is because easily 99 percent of the 
computers in this country use pirated operat- 
ing systems and pirated programs. 

That includes the computers of the enter- 
tainers who are fulminating against piracy 
‘That includes the computers of Bong Revilla, 
ex Videogram Regulatory Board head and cur- 
rent senator, and Edu Manzano, ex TV host 
and current board head. The day they are able 
to show their press statements are written on 
licensed Microsoft Word from computers boot- 
ed with licensed Windows XP is the day I join 
their crusade without reservation. Otherwise, 
they're just being hypocrites. 

Soto's office did call me a couple of years 
ago to say a bill incorporating my suggestions 
(making the pirating of local movies and CDs, 
on ground of national interest, illegal and pun- 
ishable by law) was being prepared. 1 don't 
know if ie was ever finished, if it got tothe floor 
of the Senate, or if it met with furious opposi- 
tion from various lobbies. But clearly it hasn't 
been enacted, freeing Manzano to mount his 
movie antics in real life. 

Itis the only reasonable policy toward "pira- 
cy’—which 1 put in quotation marks because 
the GATEWTO concept of intellectual property 
rights is itself piratical; at least the pirates of 
Tortuga stole from the rich, this one steals from 
the poor. More so now than ever. There are two 
new and compelling reasons why thisis so. 

The first is that the selling of pirated DVDs 
gives livelihood to the ragged urban denizens 
who might otherwise take to crime—this is not 
зо, to anticipate the snide remarks of Bill 


Gates’ representatives on earth—to bring food 
to the table. That is no mean feat particularly 
in these days of great want, and coming days of 
even greater want. The last thing we need is to 
add more unemployment to the country, par- 
ticularly among the ranks of the Muslim poor 
in Metro Manila, who for some reason seem to 
have monopolized the retail trade in pirated 
DVDs. Its nota matter of preference, it's a mat- 
terof survival. 

In fac, the last thing we need is government 
using our taxes to keep an office that exists to 
protect foreign interests. 1 don't mind that the 
portion of my pay 1 am forced to part with goes 
to supporting local artists, 1 do mind that it 
goes to protecting Paramount and 20th Centu- 
туюк. 

The second is that, well, do you want to 
keep this country ignorant? Education is its 
own justification. The United States itself did 
not mind pirating British books to enlighten its 
nationals before 1776. If it hadn't done so, it 
might still be a British colony. I personally do 
not mind being reproduced all over the place 
(which 1 am), if that will improve people's 
minds, l'm shareware entirely, the spirit that 
happily still rules che Internet. 

The explosion in DVD titles, which now i 
clude Hollywood classics as well as mt 
from other countries, is particularly welcome. 
My own take there is that this should help the 
more serious makers of local movies by enlarg- 
ing the scope of their market. Currently they 
have to cater to a market whose taste has been 
molded by Hollywood “blockbusters” and B: 
tion movies. The availability of the classic 
movies should raise the Filipino taste several 
notches higher, which should boost the 
chances of the Lino Brockas and Ishmael 
Bernals of this country peddling their wares. 

Bong Revilla was just lucky, there is no polit- 
ical future in raiding the lost ark. Edu Manzano 
should really stop to think before he makes his 
next move, Or he may end up at the receiving 
end of his favorite barb in “Weakest Link.” 
Which is: “Goodbye.” 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2004 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo sald at the recent. 
Маша бутен Pree Cb enum that he wi be 
a "non-political president” who will take on “en- 
trenched interests” and make tough and bold de- 
cisions even if they are unpopular, in order to 
“move this nation forward.” We citizens can only 
say amen to that, and hope she will really do as 
she says, for the sake ofthe county We wish the 
President the best and pray that she be strength 
ened in that resolve, for so much will depend on 
it. In this, she needs the support of every citizen. 


Т must confess that certain developments in 
GMA's first term and in this new one have made 
me a bit less optimistic about her resolve. Me- 
dia openly spoke in the past term about certain 
political concessions GMA made to powerful 
groups in the firing of some officials serving 
hier. In the past, she was also perceived as over- 
stretching the limits of her patience with some 

litical allies in sensitive positions. All these, 
Rowever, were charged to her understandable 
ambition for 2004. 

During her regular term, citizens hope 
there would be no more accommodations, 
but the perception is that it's still there. For 
instance, it's easy to see that her appointment 
of Joseph Durano as tourism secretary, over 
the protest of former DOT secretaries, was a 
concession to the powerful Cebuano dynasty 
to which he belongs. Then, too, the percep- 
tion is that some powerful groups with their 
own agenda continue to lord it over in Mala- 
cañang, and these include civil society lead- 
ers, the scion of a wealthy Mindanao family 
with vast businesses, and influential lawyers 
with questionable agendas. Let's hope and 
pray for the sake of the country that the Presi- 
dent will now put them all in their place. 

‘The Palace appears quite determined to cut op- 
erating costs. For one ding, it shuts off air condi- 
tioning units in various offices during the lunch 
hour and from 4 p.m. onwards. The idea is to let 
personne! take a breather ouside during rhe lunch 

sak and make them go home early in the after- 
noon. But Pm not sure whether this is the most 


50 what is everybody waiting for, the President 
wanted to know. 

There's no stopping the North Rail project, we 
are told, and I couldn't help thinking of "The Run- 
away Train," the 1988 bone-rattling movie that 
left viewers breathless and all shook up. 

‘Ten hours after she returned from her state vis- 
it to China, President Macapagal-Arroyo ex- 
pressed impatience over the slowness of the 
North Rail project that would span the Manila- 
Clark (Pampanga) distance. Actual work on the 
ground has yer to чап. China had already re 

leased the $400 million for the first phase that. 
would connect Manila to Malolos, Bulacan. 

Ms Arroyo's trip to China had a lot to do with 
this project. China's Eximbank has also approved 
the second phase. During her pulong bayan held 
at the Cubao LRT station, the President, reports 
said, was impatience personified. She even called 
for North Rail president Jose Cortez Jr. who was 
having coffee in another LRT platform. Start the 
project now, she ordered. The reports didn't say if 
Cortez spilled his coffee and got scalded. 

The Strong Republic Transit System is one of 
the Presidents flagship infrastructure projects 
meant to boost economic growth and employ- 
ment. Who does not want to have a modernized 
railway system that would get people and prod- 
ucts faster to their destinations and minus the 
hassle of road travel? Who does not want a clean, 
"well lighted train speeding with a humming 
sound, minus garbage bags piling on its roof? 

But wait. How do you uproot the tens of thou- 
sands of families living along the railroad tracks? 
Most motorists see them only on the periphery of 
their vision as they cross the tracks. If you are опа 
helicopter you'd have a better view of the 
colonies clustered on both sides of the tracks. 

Many would probably ask, how in heaven's 
name did homes proliferate in these dangerous 
areas? Dangerous is an understatement. Many 
homes are a foot away from the tracks, A few 
months ago, I did a two-part series on the dangers 
of living along the riles. I interviewed some sur- 
vivors of train hits and 1 couldn't help thinking 
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sensible option. There are those who want to work 
through lunch or after 5 p.m. but the heat makes it 
difficult, affecting productivity. There may be bet- 
ter ways for government to cut cost, such as а 
stricter monitor of bidding and procurement pro- 
cedures, cutting down on anniversary celebrations 
and expensive press briefings, and trimming down 
receptions for visiting officials in the provinces. For 
Instance, why should the oficials of some offices 
given one car each during provincial visits? 
Couldn't they ай ride a coaster to save money? 

‘But in case the Palace doesn’t change its mind 
about shutting down the air-cons, I suggest the 
affected personnel just open théir windows wide 
and bring electric fans to the office. They help. 

‘Tomorrow, 10, Alay sa Kawal (ASK) 
Foundation marks its anniversary as a 
blown debutante, with a thanksgiving celebra- 
tion to be held at the AFP Officers’ Club in 
Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City, at 10 a.m., with 
Defense Secretary Avelino Cruz as 
Gruz is expected to explain how he plans to 
forge a new partnership between civilians and 
the military, for the sake of the soldiers’ wid- 
‘ows and orphans, who are among the most de- 
prived sectors of society. A highlight of the cel- 
ebration is the distribution of checks to sol- 
diers’ beneficiaries by Cruz to be assisted by 
АЕР Chief of Staff Gen. Narciso Abaya. 

Right after the Edsa Revolution, a group of pro- 
fessionals, including this columnist, got together to 
form ASK аз a civilian response to the challenge of 
President Cory Aquino for civil society to reconcile 
with the “new” Armed Forces. Since then ASK, led 
by lawyers Edgardo Espiritu, now our ambassador 
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that it seems a miracle that the number of casual- 
ties is not bigger than whats listed. 

Riles denizens are a death-defying breed in- 
deed. Why, they've even invented the foot-pro- 
pelled trolley that runs on the tracks and ferries 
passengers from one point to another. 

But the question now is not how communities 
grew along the tracks. The question now is how to 
uproot them from there, how to relocate them in a 
manner that is humane. Some 35,000 families are 
going to be affected by the North Rail project 
alone. The south is another story. From the north 
to the south there are about 70,000 riles families. 

Relocation does not mean dislocation in the 
physical sense only. There are psychological, so- 
cio-cultural and emotional factors that have to be 
considered. A whole way of life is going to vanish, 
hopefully to be replaced by a better one. But what 
if life gets worse before it gets better? Must the 
poorest go through a worst phase? 

This is the issue that Representatives Mario 
Aguja, Ana Theresia Hontiveros-Baraquel and 
Loretta Ann Rosales of Akbayan want to address. 
They recently filed House Resolution 165 direct- 
ing the committees on housing and urban devel- 
‘opment and on civil, political and human rights 
“to investigate the North Rail and South Manila 
Commuter Rail rehabilitation projects and their 
effects on the residents living in areas adjacent to 
the railway tracks.” Fourteen other representa- 
tives co-authored the resolution, among them, 
Alan Peter Cayetano, Roilo Golez, Reylina Nico- 
las, Miles Roces, Luis Asistio and Eduardo Zialci- 
ta. They cited Article ХШ of the Constitution that 
says that “urban or rural poor dwellers shall not 
be evicted nor their dwellings demolished, except 
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to London, and Ramon Pedrosa, as ош chair and 
president, undertaken various 
programs to hep the pee 
dlled or completely disabled in combat. Foremost 
‘among these is the extension of financial assistance 
to beneficiary families. Each family gets only 
920,000, but this has helped over 3,000 bereaved 
families during a most difficult stage in the past 18 


years. 

‘Another program is “Doktor para sa Kawal,” 
phere ASK, using seed money provided by Presi 
dent Arroyo two years ago, funds the studies of 
medical students who will serve in the military 
afer graduation, Sil another program provides 
scholarships to dependents of soldiers and civil- 
ian employees of the military, in coordination 
with the College Assurance Plan. 

‘As members of the board of the oldest NGO 
dedicated exclusively to the common soldiers’ 
‘welfare, we are very proud of ASK's track record 
and pledge to improve it in the coming years. 


Erda corner: Earlier I wrote about seven stu- 
dents (among the 400) studying at Erda Tech- 
nical Vocational High School who remain un- 
sponsored (P25,000 per student), and pub- 
lished the profiles of two of them. A Chinese- 
Filipino businessman responded immediately 
and sent a check for two students, as a way of 
‘commemorating the death anniversary of his 
father-in-law. Salamat po. 

Five other students need One is 

'homore Rene de Leon, 14, who comes from 
а broken family. His father does not send fi- 
nancial assistance anymore because he has a 
new family. Rene lives with an aunt who earns 
a little from food vending. He tries to help by 
collecting and selling tin cans. Rene plans to 
train as an electrician at Erda Tech. 

Sophomore Abbigade Salem, 13, is the sec- 
ond of three children, whose father derives ir- 
regular income from selling mechanical acces- 
sories, while his mother accepts laundry jobs. 
They live with relatives near Erda Tech and Ab- 
bigade promised his parents he will work right 
after graduating s.. that he can help them. Call 
Erda Tech at 504-2608 and 564-1774. 


їп accordance with law and in a just and humane 
manner.” The Urban Development and Housing 
Act of 1992 also prescribes for a "just and hu- 
mane eviction.” 

Because of the great number to be affected by 
the railway rehab projects, Aguja, Hontiveros- 
Baraquel and Rosales are calling on government 
agencies concerned to present to Congress and to 
the public their concrete resettlement plans. 
‘These agencies are the Philippine National Rail- 
ways, National Economic and Development Au- 
thority, Department of Transportation and Com- 
munication, Housing and Urban Development 
Coordinating Council, National Housing Authori- 
ty project proponent North Luzon Railways 
Corp. The local governments, too. 

Where are the resettlement sites for the fami- 
lies to be affected? What are the social prepara- 
tions being made? Have public consultations 
been conducted? What are the timetables? 

‘What is the budget, what are the sources of 
funds for this massive resettlement operation? 
What are the lead implementing agencies that 
will assure that the process complies with laws 
and respects human rights? 

Aguja has recommended that lawmakers from 
districts to be affected set aside part of their pork 
barrel for the riles dwellers’ resettlement. He has 
also commended the effons of Bantay Riles, а 
new coalition of organizations monitoring the 
railway projects. 

‘The north's first phase will be 32.2 km. The to- 
tal project cost is $503 million. It will have four 
stations located in Caloocan, Valenzuela, Mari- 
lao, Bocaue, Guiguinto and Malolos. 

Phase 2 will be a branch line to Subic. Phase 3 
will connect Caloocan to Fort Bonifacio Global 
City. Phase 4 goes all the way to San Fernando, La 


Union. Partial operation is scheduled in 2006, , 


project completion in 2007. a 

Bantay Riles is watching. I hope church groups 
would da the same. Yes, the bulldozers are sure to 
come. 


‘Send comments to cerespd@info.com-ph 


Concern for the flag 


ТМ giving way today to a letter writer, Gerry 
Quisumbing, who sent me two letters which I'd 
like to quote. 

On Aug. 30, he sent me this letter: 

"This is my first time to write a letter to the 
Philippine Daily Inquirer. chose your email ad- 
dress because about a few months back I had the 
chance to watch you on TV wherein you made a 
historical commentary about our Philippine flag. 
I feel that since my e-mail is quite related to this 
subject, you might give some attention to it. Be- 

«sides, Г also like reading your column and per- 
haps you could relay this e-mail to any organiza- 
tion that is involved in promoting the proper ob- 
servation of our national flag. 

“I hope that by the time you read this, the gov- 
emment agency concerned has already ad- 
dressed the simple request which I relayed 
through text messages to TEXTGMA last week. 1 
also sent several text messages to the various TV 
and print media outfits about two weeks ago re- 
garding this matter, 

“While TEXTGMA and the media outfits ac- 
knowledged my text messages, no concrete ac- 
tion has been taken up to now. The lukewarm re- 
sponse that got could be their way of saying that 
my request is not urgent and I am making a big 
fuss out of nothing. Nevertheless, allow me to 
share the subject of my letter to you. If you feel 
the same way, then I will respect your opinion be- 
‘cause you are an authority on this matter, 

“The issue that 1 am bringing to your attention 
is about the symbol of our Republic: the Philip- 
pine flag. Members of my generation (those who 
are now in their 50s) have been trained to regard 
the flag as very sacred and worthy of respect. We 
honor the flag as a symbol of our national pride 
and unity as a people. We honor the flag because 
it reminds us of the patriotism of thousands of our 
countrymen who fought and died to defend it. 

“Unfortunately many government officials 
don’t seem to share this view if you consider how 
the Philippine Flag is being desecrated near the 
newly constructed Libis flyover. If you go to 
Makati througt C5, you will see two very tattered 
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à 
and three very dirty and worn-out Philippine 
flags ded ro the lampposts near the foot of the 
newly opened Libis flyover 

ese flags are probably remnants of the 
many Philippine flags that were placed to deco- 
rate the lampposts during our Independence Day 
celebration. Many of these flags have already 
been removed, but for whatever reason, these 
five flags have remained. Since they are made of 
cheap fabric material, they therefore have deteri- 
orated over time. While it is true that these flags 
are made of cheap fabric, they nevertheless sym- 
bolize our country and should be respected and 
not be left to the elements. 

“Allowing these tattered and worn-out ба 
remain on the lampposts is a disgrace and a dese- 
cration. Have we lost pride in our flag? How can 
we build a strong republic when we do not honor 
its symbol? I suppose many of our countrymen, 
politicians, generals and ordinary citizens have 
noticed these flags. How come nothing was done 
to remove them? Why the utter indifference 
when those who have the authority can just order 
a metro aide to remove them? 

“The utter indifference of our government offi- 
cials indicates that we have lost our sense of patri- 
otism and national pride. If we cannot display our 
flags properly then we should remove them. Bet- 
ter yet, if we still have some national pride, we 
should replace them with new ones. 

“If we are allowed to philosophize, could our 
disrespect to our flag be a major reason for ош 
debacle in the recent Olympics? There is no doubt 
that our athletes trained very hard to win an 
‘Olyrpic medal and bring honor to country. How- 
ever they were not successful. Could it be possible 


that we as a people are cursed? With the shabby 
way we treat and honor our national flag right 
here in our own country, we do not deserve to win 
an Olympic medal and wave our flag in victory. 
Perhaps the muses of the Olympic games wanted 
to spare us from becoming hypocrites.” 

The letter was followed by another sent last 
Monday: cd 

“By the way, I passed by the new Libis-Rosario 
flyover to find out if the flags are still there. Yes, they 
are still there. This only shows that as far as Mala- 
ag e MEE тУ 

f removing them is not worth their time. 

“allowing these flags to continue fiying is dis- 
gusting. Maybe our government officals have be- 
‘come so callous that they do not consider the 
shameful display of our national flag a sacrilege. 
This lack of respect is an insult and dishonor to 
ош countrymen who died defending it. 

=. Мае itis true that the flags near the fly- 
over are made of cheap fabric, they still represent 
‘our flag and should be honored and respected ac- 
cordingly. 

"Once in a while during a TV break, one would 
see the TV channels featuring a government ad 
about our flag. Watching our national flag waving 
proudly under a deep blue sky is undoubtedly a 
very uplifting sight. 

“Unfortunately in many instances this sight is not 
duplicated in real life. In fact, I have not noticed any 
public clamor to penalize public or private officials 
who allow the improper display of our national flag. 
Where are the militant groups and civil sociery? 

"Аз a national symbol, our flag is the heart and 
soul of our republic. For as long as we continue to 
desecrate it, PGMAS vision of a Strong Republic 
will not become a reality. Our indifference to the 
мау our national Па is being desecrated speaks 
volumes that we have not caught her vision. Per- 
haps this is due to the fact that up to now her offi- 
cials still do not know how to lead by example. 

“If only our leaders could learn how to walk 
the talk.” 


Comments welcome at wwiw.quezon.ph 
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My hero 


THIS story isnot about me. This story is about a hero—my hero. 
Heroes come in different forms. Many people think “big 
and strong” when they hear the word “hero.” Others think of = 
sage intellectuals who write inspiring novels and propound 
ideologies, or kindly old men and women who dedicate their 


lives to the poor. 


Му hero came in the form of a baby born on June 22, 1997 


with a hole in his 
heart and water in his 
lungs. He was kept in 
an incubator n the in- 
tensive care unit and 
could only be brought. 
home after a month. 
Doctors diagnosed 
him with Down syn- 
drome, а condition 
that would hinder 
him from ever devel- 
oping at a normal 
rate, both physically and intellectually. 
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We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
tiventysomething and below.—Ed. 


This baby was a fighter. From the very day he was born, 
life was a struggle for him. His condition was critical and his 
health was touch and go. And so he was named Emilio Em- 


manuel, so that, true to his name, God may be with him. 


Mio, as he was fondly called, pulled through his first few 
months, fighting the instability of his health with a strength one. - 
‘would never suspect in a one-month-old baby. Though physical- “= 


ly he was weak, he had a strong will and remarkable fortitude. 


Mio's first few difficult months were not the last of his 
challenges. Because of his condition, he had to undergo ther- 
apy to strengthen his weak physique. At the age of 2, doctors” 
noticed a low blood count and confirmed that he had ane-* 
mia. A few months later, his condition worsened and he was 
diagnosed with cancer of the blood, leukemia, a sickness 


common to children with Down syndrome. 


It was quite a load to bear for a child of 2. Every other*à 
week was spent in the hospital for blood transfusions and" 
chemotherapy sessions, and on the days he was out of the `` 


hospital he stil had to goto the doctor for check-up. 
grace de 


Emilio, at his very young age, displayed so mu. 
spite 


situation. From his hospital bed, he would greet all 


his visitors with a cheerful laugh and a clap of his hands. Be- 
cause of his condition, he hadn't learned how to talk or walk, 
but the sparkle in his eyes and his infectious laughter were $ 
enough to lift anyone's spirit. He was a loving little boy, play- 
ful and optimistic and always willing to share a smile. Mio 
would eagerly hug his sisters and brother when they arrived 2 
at the hospital. At home, he would roll around his bed laugh- . + 
ing at nothing in particular. Through all the pain of therapy, 


Mio kept his head high and had a smile on his face. 


Soon after his third birthday, Emilio passed away. But up 
to the very end, he was an astounding example of strength. 


He fought his illness and faced his challenges like a hero. 


He was a gift to his family, our family. He was my brother. «, 
Mio has been an inspiration to me. He taught me that one, 
doesn't have to be powerful to be strong. | continue to bé 
amazed that so many of life's valuable lessons 1 learned from’ * 
a child—a baby—someone who couldn't speak or even walk. 
Through times of tribulation, all one received from him was 
а loving smile. In facing his hardships and trials that life. 
handed him, he was a pillar of courage. He was one of the 


best people I have ever met. 


believe we all go through challenges for a reason. Mio's 
story is one for me to share, so that others too may be in- 
spired by his life and find the driving force in their own lives. 
T hope that we will remember this lesson that my brother 
taught me: Dare to dream big, but do not forget the little 
things along the way. Aim high, aspire to reach your goals. 
But do not forget to thank those who helped you along the 


way, and to celebrate small victories. 


Letus remember that each of us has our own gifts. No mat- 
ter what life deals us, it is ours to choose what to make of it. 
We can fight our way through the hardest times, if we keep 


believing that we can make it through. 


My brother faced so many challenges in his three years 
here on earth, but ite showed me that one has to fight one's 
fights from within, During the three years of his Ше, he made 


me believe that miracles do happen in this world, 


Youail already have so much tobe proud of, So T hope that ^ 
each of you will go out to create your own miracles. In your ^ 


journey, may you keep looking out for that big dream, that 


‘ultimate goal, and try your hardest to achieve it. 


Butdonotforgetto look over your shoulder sometimes, so `, 
that you may also see how much you have progressed. There 
are times when we were so engrossed with how much we 
have yet to achieve that we forget how far we have already” 


come. 


‘And most especially, remember to meet all your chal- + 
lenges with a smile, Times will be trying, and I cannot guar- 
antee that you will be able to get all that you want. But even 
if times may get tough, we all already have so much to be 
thankful for. Being able to remain optimistic and strong in ` 
the face of difficulty is one of the most admirable qualities „ 


that one can find in a leader. 


Twish you luck in all your endeavors, and I hope that you 
may also find your Emilios, your God-be-with-you's. As lead- *- 


ers, itis not in the end of the journey that. 
ward. 


сез: of learning, adapting, inspiring, 


find your re- 
in the process of exercising leadership—the pro- 


So enjoy your journey. Dream big. Celebrate your victo- ^ 
ries, Be thankful for what you have. And keep smiling. This is 
only one more meaningful step in what I am sure will be а. 


lifetime of inspiring experiences. 


Chinie Canivel, 20, is a management engineering senior at the ` 
Ateneo de Manila University. This piece is part of the inspira- 
tional message she delivered during the 2004 Ayala Young > 


Leaders Congress. 


THEY SAID 
Last 30 percent 


percent?” 


their pork barrel to ease the budget deficit 


‘Moralistic’ medicine 


someone with that health problem.” 
 —Dr Cynthia Garcia on doctors who refuse to treat patients 
they suspect of committing abortion 


"[t is 3o sad... Just think, we lose 40 percent to 
graft, 30 percent to debt servicing. What will be left? 
30 percent? How can you run a government with 30 


Archbishop Gaudencio Rosales urging legislators to give up 


"Doctors are not supposed to be moralists. The 
woman has already committed the ‘sin.’ How do you 
now help somebody who is having a complication? 
That should be the concern of the health care system. 
Not how she got the health problem, but how to help 
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Education flaw in sign language 


THIS is in reference to the Ingum- 
ER's news item "Deaf also mark 
National Language Month." (PDI, 
8/30/04) Although the teachers 
of the Southeast Asian Institute 
for the Deaf correctly observe the 
general unfamiliarity of deaf stu- 
dents with Filipino, their opinions 
on Filipino Sign Language (FSL) 
are not quite accurate. 

FSL was not devised by educa- 
tors, It is a visual language that 
evolved naturally among the Fil- 
ipino “Deaf.” Unfortunately, de- 
spite evidence that it has been in 
use for virtually four centuries, 
the government has not really rec- 
ognized it, much less supported its 
actual use in classroom instruc- 
tion or communication. By no 
means is FSL artificially devised. It 
is not like the numerous Manually 
Coded English systems underlying 
the communication philosophy 
employed by the majority of pub- 
lic and private schools. 

The responsibility of producing 
deaf graduates who are viral 
aliens to their own Philippine lan- 
guages rests on a formal educa- 
tional system that has placed em- 
phasis and prestige on the use of 

ificial sign English systems and 
American Sign Language. The 
anachronism and impractcality 
(and even danger, as the article 


points out) of such a stance is a 
matter that the Department of Ed- 
ucation, Commission on Higher 
Education and National Council 
for the Welfare of Disabled Per- 
sons have to address in the next 
fewyears. 

FSL, if used in the curriculum 
as part of a bilingual framework, 
can certainly make a difference in 
the comprehension of written Fil- 
pino (or any written language 
for that matter). However, FSL 
should not be mistaken as being 
related to, or be seen as a product 
of, spoken or written Filipino. 
Like all other visual languages, 
FSL possesses a complex hierar- 
chy of linguistic structure, and is 
governed by a wide range of rules 
and linguistic devices. Some of 
these, it holds in common with 
spoken languages; the rest are 
unique to themselves. 

Tr is an entity distinct from апу 
spoken (Filipino, English) or sign 
language. It consists of indigenous 
elements, and bears clear imprints 
of language contact and history. It. 
is not only a bona fide language 
but is also a symbol for the Fil- 
ipino Deaf community. It reflects 
the progressive view of deafness 
beyond impairment as well as the. 
collective pride and identity of 
deaf Filipinos as a linguistic mi- 


ganization. 


“Deaf” are deaf. 


PNOC not a losing subsidiary 


IN THE AUG. 31, 2004 issue of the 
Inoumer, the news item "Govt 
prescribes higher rates, new tax- 
оз” cited a "projection" that the 
Philippine National Oil Co, will 
end up with a P1.4 billion loss in 
2004. It also reported on a recent 
Senate hearing wherein the PNOC 
was lumped together with the Na- 
tional Power Corp., National Food 
Authority and the National Elec- 
tification Administration as "top. 
money losers." 

T would like to set the record 
straight: the PNOC is making 
money, not losing money The 
PNOC and its subsidiaries have al- 
зо registered improved financial 
ratios—a significant and substan- 
tial turnaround since 1 assumed its 
presidency in February 2001. 
‘Thus, based on our record of the 
past three years, the PNOC is pro- 
jected to continue making a sub- 
stantial profit this year. 

The Commission on Audit-au- 
dited 2003 financial statements 


TRI-BAND 


= 16 polyphonie ring tones 


reveal that the PNOC and its sub- 
sidiaries posted a consolidated net 
income of P1.88 billion: the 
PNOC's share is P534 million, and 
its subsidiaries, P1.355 billion. For 
2003, the PNOC remitted P793.9 
million to the national govem- 
ment. 

During the period 2001-2003, 
the PNOC posted a consolidated 
net income of P4.646 billion, with 
total corresponding remittances 
to the national government of 
P1.804.4 billion. 

Given this record, the PNOC 
forecasts a consolidated net in- 
come of P2.446 billion for this 
year and a corresponding remit- 
tance of P629.5 million to the Na- 
tional Treasury. 

The confusion over the 
PNOC's projected P1.4 billion 
"loss" could have been due to а 
recent report by the Department 
of Budget Management on the 
Budget of Expenditure and 
Sources of Funds (BESF) of зе- 


tions. 


?2.279 billi 


Comes. 


LETTERS 


rires 


тошу. Such a view of FSL is 
strongly supported by empirical 
data gathered by the National 
Sign Language Committee and 
elucidated in forthcoming linguis- 
tics reference series and dictionar- 
ies prepared by the Philippine 
Federation of the Deaf and this or- 


THANK you for giving the distinction 
between “deaf” and ‘Deaf"—Ed. 


lected government 


The BESF report did not cor- 
rectly reflect the PNOC's "Share of 
Subsidiaries in the Loan Related 
Expenses” in the amount of 
P1.576 billion for 2004. It over- 
stated the expenses and under- 
stated the net income. This dis- 
crepancy resulted in a perceived 
projected loss of P1.4 billion for 
the PNOC, instead of the correct 
positive P166.7 million net in- 
come from йз operations alone, 
excluding the projected net in- 
come from its subsidiaries of 


Tam making this clarification 
and correction in the interest of 
accuracy so that the PNOC will 
be projected in a true light, i 
positive growth and пег i 


—THELMO Y. CUNANAN, 
immediate past president and 
chief executive offices, 
Philippine National Oil Co. 


ETE 


РЕ. 
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‘The writer, Volt Contreras, uses 
deaf with a lower case d. The cul- 
tural term “Deaf” is used when re- 
ferring to the community of users 
of the natural sign language, and 
held together by common goals, 
values and aspirations. The term 
deaf describes individuals focus- 

ig only on their hearing impair- 
ment as a medical condition. Deaf 
individuals are all deaf but not all 


—LIZA B. MARTINEZ, Ph.D., 

sign linguistand director, 
Philippine Deaf Resource Center, 
27 K-7 St., West Kamias, QC 


WE at Kilusang Mangingisda, a 
coalition composed of 14 national 
and regional federation of small 
fisherfolk, protest the joint fishing 
and oil agreement between the 
Philippines and China, which was 
signed by President Macapagal- 
Arroyo. 

itis a sell-out of our patrimony 
to a country that has historically 
ravaged our Seas by using over-ex- 
haustive fishing gears and contin- 
uously trampled our existing laws 
and policies. 

You only need to go and visit 
Palawan and ask the small fisher- 
folk further marginalized by the 
decreasing fish catch there—how 
grave is China's invasion of the sea 


corpora- 


IN HER column "Movies for 
adults” (PDI, 8/31/04) Rina 
Jimenez-David missed the point— 
two paints, to be exact. 

The first is, as a business estab- 
lishment, SM Cinema is perfectly 
within its legal right to choose 
which movies to show or to refuse 
the showing of some. As a corpo- 
ration, exercising that right is a 
prerogative and a business deci- 
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resources in their localities. You 
may even ask our many environ- 
ment crusaders, how many ma- 
rine casualties this China incur- 
sion translates to. 

This latest of the trade parody 
organized by Ms Arroyo just 
shows that this government has 
already surrendered our stake in 
our vast fishing grounds and min- 
erals, as it continues to cultivate 
and beg for more lopsided small 
brother-big brother relationships 
with other developed countries. 

What is next in this govern- 
ments bargain spree? Our land, 
our women, our children? 

Ik is high time to review our 
strategy for development. Joint 


fishing and oil exploration with 
other countries is a total with- 
drawal of support to our local 
dustries, which are already being. 
swamped by a huge amount of 
smuggled goods, unfair competi- 
tion and unfair trade. 

We need subsidies to strength- 
en our fishing industry, and 
knowledge and skills to increase 
our capability to explore and man- 
age our seas. Not this complete. 
sell-out at the expense of future 
Filipino generations. 

— BONIFACIO FEDERIZO, 
87KJ cor. K9 Sts, 
Kamias, Quezon City, 
kilusangmangingisda 
@hotmail.com 


Bold films, censorship and business decisions 


sion. To deny SM the right to 
choose the products it can market 
is as vile as the demon of censor- 
ship. 

The second point is that using 
the movie “Jan Dara" as the ulti- 
mate measure of what Filipino 
bold films can achieve insults 
films of thar caliber. As a movie- 
goer, David obviously has been 
insulated from the sleaziest and 


most degrading film trailers 
that are used to promote that 
genre. 

There is no basis of comparison 
between ‘Jan Dara" and the de- 
plorable cinematic quality reflect- 
ed by most of the Philippine-pro- 
duced bold films. 

—ANDRIANLEE, 
president, Trevoca Corp. Ltd., 
andrianleeQ yahoo.com. 


Day care centers and kindergarten 
schools have distinct objectives 


IT is kind of reassuring that the 
government has awakened from a 
long lull and has finally realized 
that the quality of the country's 
education system—particularly as 
reflected by present-day public el- 
ementary.and high school gradu- 
ates—leaves very much to be de- 
sired. But we are not facing the 
problem squarely by standardiz- 
ing what is taught in barangay day 
care centers, as announced by the 
President in her State of the Na- 
tion Address last July; or by con- 
verting day care centers into 
kindergarten. schools. (PDI, 
8/1/04) These entities have sepa- 
rate, distinct and mutually exclu- 
sive purposes that, prudence di 
tates, need not be reinvented or 
merged. 

The day care center, originally 
called "day nursery" in Europe, 
dates back to the Industrial Revo- 
lution, which began to break up 
family groups. Fathers, mothers 
and older children were then of- 
ten employed in factories for long 
hours each day, resulting їп 
parental neglect of younger chil- 
dren, with ages ranging from 18 
months to 4 years. Then and now, 
the day nurseries and the day 
care centers were, and are, basi- 
cally designed for one purpose: 
not asa school, but as a sort of so- 
cial welfare agency where moth- 
ers at work may leave their young 
children, This explains why day 
care centers are mostly found in 
rural or depressed communities, 
where few families can afford a 
maid. 

Оп the other hand, kinder- 
garten (from the German word for 
children's garden) reveals its dis- 
tinct objective. That is, to supple- 
ment the home life of the child, 


broaden his childhood experi- 
ences and give him opportunities 
to explore and understand his 
world. By beginning to cultivate 
young children's (usually ages 5 
and 6) normal tendencies for play, 
exercise, observation, imitation 
and construction, the kinder- 
ganen schools introduce them 
gradually into the work of the ele- 
mentary grades. As such, they in- 
deed provide good educational 
foundations. But they need not 
necessarily augment, much less 
advance, the academic learning 
that the child may yet gain in 
Grade Tatage 7. 

1 do not see any clear, direct 
and practical solution to our edu- 
cational deficiencies by standard- 
izing what are taught in the day 
care centers, or by reinventing or 
merging the functions of either or 
both of these two child-develop- 
ment institutions. Meanwhile, we 
keep saying that the graduates of 
our old public schools (circa 
1950-1960), who never tasted 
Kindergarten or seventh grade 
{abolished in 1940), learned bet- 
ter English, Math and Science 
than their present-day counter- 
parts. 

This brings up this ques 
Where have todays public 
schools gone wrong? A compara- 
tive study of the "old" and the 
"new" schools’ respective curricu- 
Ja, classroom hours, number of 
pupils per class, quality of teach- 
ers and medium of instruc- 
tion—to mention some basic pa- 
rameters—would lead to the al- 
ready obvious answers. 

RUDY L. CORONEL, 
10 Venus St, 

Golden Country Homes, 
Alangilan, Batangas City 
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Traders decry bird 
flu scare spun by 
Davao Oriental execs 


MATI, Davao Oriental—Business- 
men and tourism officials here 
have questioned a move by the 
provincial board declaring the 
province under “imminent dan- 
ger from the bird flu virus.” 

Leo Sibala, president of the 
Davao Oriental Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry, said the 
move came as a surprise because 
there had been no incident of bird 
fiu infection in the province. 

"They have no basis to declare 
Davao Oriental under imminent 
danger from bird flu virus. The 
provincial government did not 
bother to consult us before mak- 
ing such declaration, which will 
definitely kill the business indus- 
try not only in the province but in 
the whole country,” Sibala said. 

He said businessmen could not 
understand why there was such a 
declaration in the first place. 

“Why, was there an instance that 
the bird flu virus struck here? There 


E 


‘was none, Have they found a single ! 
case of bird flu virus in Davao Orien- ` 
tal? Nothing. The provincial gover: . 
‘ment did not say anything to at least 
justify their bird flu declaration, They 
‘should have been more circumspect 
оп this matter,” Sibala said. 

Provincial veterinarian Anto- 
nio Agustin admitted that he in- ' 
fluenced the provincial govern- 
ment to make the move. 

“We have at least two towns in 
Davao Oriental which are known 
sanctuaries of migratory birds 
coming from bird flu-stricken! 
countries,” Agustin said. 

He said even though nota single 
case of bird flu infection was moni- 
tored in the province, it would be 
better if authorities were prepared. 

"The declaration that put Davao 
Oriental under imminent danger 
of bird fiu virus was meant to pre- 
pare the provincial government 
and the residents. Ferdinand Zua- 
sola, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Gunmen attack radioman’s house 


COTABATO CITY—Armed men on board a Tamaraw FX 
van opened fire on a radio reporter’s house in Midsayap, 
North Cotabato but failed to harm any of its occupants, 


police said yesterday. 


Senior Insp. Jovet Culaway, 
Midsayap town police chief, said 
the attack took place Monday 
dawn in Barangay Upper Glad. 

Culaway said the armed men's 
target was the house of Gary 
Fuertas, 30, the Cotabato City- 
based correspondent of Bombo 
Radyo Philippines. 

Fuertas, who was not around 
when the shooting occurred, per- 


sonally reported the attack to the 
police on Tuesday. 

Ina separate interview, Fuertas 
said he had no idea who was be- 
hind the attack, which came in 
the wake of threats possibly relat- 
ed to his reporting on illegal 
drugs and gambling activities in 
the town. 

“I have no known enemiés al- 
though 1 have been receiving 


hesaid. 


death threats on my cell phone,” 


Fuertas said his neighbors in 
Upper Glad told him that shorly 
before the attack, they noticed an 
FX roaming the area. 

Then the occupants of the FX, 
using rifles with silencers, opened 
fire at the house of Fuertas. 

Fuertas said his wife and two 
children and his in-laws were in 
the house during the attack but 
luckily, none of them was hurt. 

Culaway said 
found at least 14 spent shells of 
M-16 Armalite rifles at the 


of responsibility. 


the police 


act number of 


scene of the attack. 

Midsayap Mayor Romeo Arafia 
ordered the police to speed up its 
investigation of the attack. 

In Zamboanga City, police au- 
thorities in Western Mindanao 
and the Autonomous Region in 
Muslim Mindanao said they were 
giving priority to unsolved at- 
tacks on journalists in their areas 


Chief Supt. Servando Hizon, 
Western Mindanao police direc- 
tor, said he would dig into po- 
lice records to find out the ex- 


said. 


tionwide since 1986. 


journalists at- 


Groups launch forum on mining, wood industry, tribal folk 


A FORUM on two executive or- 
ders—one on revitalizing the mining 
industry and another in promoting sus- 
tainable forest management—starts to- 
day in Tagaytay and organized by four 
groups who are players in the two 
fields. 

Led by the Chamber of Mines of the 
Philippines, the forum will discuss Ex- 
ecutive Order No. 270 and 270-A on re- 
vitalizing the mining industry and Ехес- 
utive Order No. 318 on promoting sus- 
tainable forest management. 


2 ‘acting mayors’ 


confuse Roxas City 


‘The forum is also being organized by 
the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources, the Technical Advo- 
cacy Project of Philexport and the 
Philippine Wood Producers Associa- 
tion. 

The forum, to be held at the Develop- 
ment Academy of the Philippines in 
Tagaytay City, also seeks to bring to- 
gether varying opinions on mining and 
the problems that mining faces in the 
country. 

It also seeks to put together players 


By Felipe V. Celino 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


ROXAS CITY—The people of this city are con- 
fused as to who is the real acting chief execu- 
tive after Mayor Antonio del Rosario was hos- 
pitalized due to a heart ailment. 

Vice Mayor Alan Celino yesterday issued a 
memorandum to all department heads and 
the two government banks and informed 
them that he was the acting mayor. 

But City Administrator Emmanuel Losanta 
released а separate memorandum, telling 
them that he remained the officer-in-charge 
(OIC) of the mayor's office. 

He warned the department heads not to 
transact business with Celino's office, because 
the mayor had designated him as caretaker of 
thecity government, 

Because of the confusion, several transactions 
inthe city government were not acted upon. 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—A suspected 
‘Abu Sayyaf bandit who allegedly 
took part in the kidnapping of 21 
mostly foreign hostages in Sipadan, 
Malaysia in 2000 was arrested inJo- 
lo, Suluon Monday. 

Southern Command chief Major 
Gen. Generoso Senga identified the 
arrested suspect as Javier Soriano 
alias Jojo Rasul. 

Soriano, who has a pending case 
of kidnapping, carries a P150,000 
reward on his head. 

But Brig. Gen. Nelson Allaga, chief 
of the 3rd Marine Brigade, said Sori- 
ano was still undergoing interroga- 
tion “because there are some groups 
claiming that this guy is clear” 

"We still have to determine if in- 
deed he was involved (in the 
Sipadan kidnapping)," Allaga said. 

Soriano is currently detained at 


in the mining industry and members of 
the National Commission on Indige- 
nous Peoples (NCIP). 

“This just goes to show that we 
talk" said Benjamin Philip Ro- 
mualdez, president of the Chamber 
of Mines of the Philippines, “and that 
the relationship (between mining 
and the tribal people) is not entirely 
hostile.” 

In a memorandum to the President 
issued last June 21, the DENR has en- 
dorsed a detailed Minerals Action Plan 


the Philippine Marines. He was er- 
roneously reported killed in a clash 
with soldiers last year. 

Soriano's arrest came just a few 
days after the arrest of the sister of 
former ASG spokesperson Aldam 
Tilao, alias Abu Sabaya, who was 
believed to have been killed in an 
encounter with government troops 
in June 2002 in Zamboanga. 

Satra Tilao was arrested in Isa- 
bela, Basilan by government forces 
Friday. She was reportedly involved 
in the Dos Palmas kidnappings in 
Мау 2001. ^ 

Soriano is believed to be an aide to 
Abu Sayyaf senior leader Ghalib An- 
dang, whose faction led the Sipadan 
raid. Andang was captured last year 
and is now in military custody. 

The Abu Sayyaf is considered a 
terrorist organization by the Philip- 


(MAP) that would implement £.0. 270 
and E.O. 270-A. 

‘Among those invited to the two-day 
forum on mining and the wood indus- 
try are Elisea Gozun, former environ- 
ment secretary and her successor, 
Michael Defensor; Horacio Ramos, di- 
rector of the Mines and Geosciences 
Bureau; Antonio Olizon, head of the 
Philippine Wood Producers Associ 
tion; Rosalina Bistoyong, executive 
rector of the NCIP and members of the 
МОР s 


Sayyaf member in Sipadan kidnaps arrested 


pine and US governments. 

It is believed to have had links 
with al-Qaida when it was founded 
by Afghan-trained Islamic fire- 
brand, Abdurajak Abubakar Jan- 
jalani, who was killed in a gunbattle 
‘with police in 1998. 

The military says the movement 
has since turned into а criminal 
gang, specializing in kidnappings 
and killings of both foreign and lo- 
cal missionaries and businessmen. 

А year after the Sipadan kidnap- 
ping, the rebels raided another re- 
sort and kidnapped nearly two 
dozen hostages, including three 
‘Americans. Two of the Americans 
later died, while the third was res- 
cued after more than a year in cap- 
tivity. Julie Alipala, PDI Mindanao 
Bureau with reports from Alcuin 
Papa in Manila and AFP 


US group offers help to MILF in negotiations 


DAVAO CITY—The United States Insti- 


Serbia, Kosovo, Afghanistan, and even 


of monitors to the Philippines on Friday 


tute for Peace (USIP), an independent 
body funded by the American govern- 
ment, has offered to teach leaders of the 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) 
strategies on negotiations, a rebel 
spokesperson said, 

Eid Kabalu, MILF spokesperson, sai 
the offer was made by Dr. Eugene Mar 
tin, executive director of the USIP's 
Philippine Facilitation Project, through 
a lener last week. 

He said Martin told the MILF leader- 

that rhe USIP was willing to con- 
duct seminaf-workshops, which could 
help МЛР negotiators in the peace pro- 
cess, 

Kabalu sald Martin told the MILF 
leadership that the USIP has vast experi 
engr in the peare process in the Balkans, 


in Iraq. 

He said Martin told them the reso- 
lution of the conflict in Mindanao is 
high priority and hopes the MILF 
would take advantage of the offer to 
boost the chances of the ongoing 
talks. 

“The MILF leadership has yet to de- 
cide on it," Kabalu said. 

He said the MILF was open to the 
proposal and advised that the USIP 
course the letter through Malaysia. 

Malaysia acts as the third country 
mediator in the peace negotiations 
between the government and the 
MILF, 

Reports quoting Malaysian Defense 
Minister Najib Razak said Kuala 
Lumpur would send an advance team 


to help lay the foundations for the re- 
sumption of the talks, which could be- 
gin in October. 

Both the Philippine government and 
the Muslim separatist group expressed 
optimism the peace talks could already 
resume. 

In Malacafiang, President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo announced that mem- 
bers of the Malaysian monitoring 
team are scheduled to arrive tomor- 
row. 

Chief government negotiator Sil- 
vestre Afable, who is also presidential 
communications chief, said the talks 
could begin in October. 

Presidential spokesperson Ignacio 
Bunye said Brunei would contribute 10 
men tq the monitoring team, adding 


that Ms Arroyo would meet with that 
contingent when she visits Brunei on 
Thursday to attend the wedding of the. 
Southeast Asian sultanates crown 
prince. 

The monitoring team will observe 
both the ceasefire in place between the 
government and the MILF and will also 
inspect development projects in areas 
affected by the separatist war in Min- 
danao, 

Mindanao has been plagued by Mus- 
lim separatist violence for over three 
decades.-Aside from sending peace 
monitors, Muslim Malaysia has also of- 
fered a neutral venue for forthcoming 
peace talks with the MILF, the main 
Muslim rebel group, Allan Nawal, PDI 
Mindanao Bureau with reports from 
Juliet Labog in Manila and AFP 


tacked in recent years. 
“General Aglipay instructed us 
to conduct or make an inventory 
of unsolved cases and resolve 
these cases (at the rate of) at least 
five percent a month,” Hizon 


Based on records collated by 
the National Union of Journalists 
ofthe Philippines (NUJP), at least 
26 Mindanao-based media prac- 
titioners were killed out of the to- 
tal 55 journalists murdered na- 


Of the 26 Mindanao-based 
journalists who were killed, nine 


were from Western Mindanao. 

Chief Supt. Sukarno Ikbala, 
ARMM police chief, said he will 
also review the records of attacks. 
оп journalists in his area. 

"We will review older cases 
maybe five to 10 years back. We. 
will have to analyze first the 
avajlable data and information, 
we will also review the statement 
of former witnesses, maybe we 
could uncover something after 
years that these cases remained 
idle,” Ikbala said. Edwin Fernan- 
dez, Charlie Ѕейаѕе and Julie 
Alipala, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


ROUNDUP 


Jewelry shop robberies 
CEBU CITY—Unidentified robbers fled with up 
10 P250,000 worth of jewelry after attacking the 
H Lhuiller jewelry store and pawnshop along 
Banilad Road, Cebu City at around 10:25 a.m. on 
Friday. The four suspects who were wearing. 
bonnets and armed with M-16 Armalite rifles 
and an Ingram, disarmed the pawnshop's guard 
of his .38 cal. pistol and broke the glass display 
cabinet and fled with about 100 items of jewelry 
in a maroon Toyota car with plate GAY 492. Po- 
lice found the vehicle abandoned at Remedios. 
Street, Mandaue City, about a kilometer away 
from the pawnshop. 

Jhunnex Napallacan, PDI Visayas Bureau. 


Teacher sued 
SAN FERNANDO CITY—The parents of a high 
school student who drowned during a class 
outing early this year have filed charges 
against the class’ adviser ang the head of a 
government school in Laoag City for the death 
of thelr son. Sued for gross negligence and 
grave misconduct were Alex Lumabao, 33, a 
teacher at the high school department of the 
Ilocos Norte College of Arts and Trade (Incat), 
and Eugenio Pedro, пса! superintendent. 
Juan Blas, 44, and his wife Marissa, 47, ac- 
cused Lumabao of deceiving his students to 
attend a class outing purportedly to do a re- 
search at the Bislak River in Vintar town. Their 
son, John Henrick, 14, drowned during that 
outing, But Lumabao said he was only Invited 
to the activity. 

Peter La. Julian, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Ex-Army man slain 
LUCENA CITY—At least two suspected mem- 
bers of the communist hit squad shot dead a 
retired military intelligence officer in Infanta, 
‘Quezon on Sunday. A police report Identified 
the victim as former M/Sgt. Ferdinand Са- 
puyan, formerly assigned with the 59th Army 
Infantry Battalion based in Infanta and the act- 
ing head teacher in a Protestant school in In- 
fanta. Capuyan was gunned down іп front of his 
house while aboard a motorcycle as he waited 
for his wife to open the gate. The suspects 
came from behing and shot the victim at close 
range. The victim suffered fatal bullet wounds 
in the face, neck and chest. The suspects casu- 
ally walked away from the scene after the 
shooting. 

Delfin Mallari Jr., PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Elderly stabbed dead 
CITY OF CALAPAN—Two unidentitied men 
stabbed dead Silvina Guevarra, 74, on 
Wednesday. Guevarra, a resident of Sitlo 
Tadyangao, Barangay Kaligtasan, Bongabong 
town, was tending her cow near a house 
when she was suddenly attacked by the sus- 
pects in Sitio Pandan, Barangay Sagana, 
Bongabong. Supt. Oliver Ventocilla, newly- 
designated assistant provincial director of 
Orlenta! Mindoro, said the case was still un- 
dat investigation 

Madonna Virola, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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INQUIRER Southern Luzo 
Drugstores reel from senior citizens’ law 


By Madonna T. Virola and Ronnie Lorejo 


HANKS to the senior citi- 

zens law, 75-year-old 

Manuel Dasalla has been 
enjoying 20-percent discounts 
from food chains and public 
transportation. But members of 
the Federation of Senior Citi- 
zens in Legazpi City, of which 
Dasalla is president, tell a dif- 
ferent story. 

‘The members are complaining that 
certain drugstores have not been fully 
complying with provisions of Republic 
Act No, 7432 of 1992. Some stores, they 
claim, give them a discount of only five 
percent, instead of the 20 percent dis- 
count that the law gives to citizens who 
are 60 years old and above and with 
P60,000 income and below. 

Mayor Noel Rosal said he had been 
bombarded with similar complaints. AF 
ter he met with the drugstore owners, 
the discount privilege has been restored 
in full, The stores, however, would be 
strict. with requirements for identifica- 
tion cards, senior citizen's booklets and 
doctor's prescriptions bearing the benefi- 
ciary’s name, age and address, and the 
doctor's license number. 

Segundo Gamil, who owns De Luxe 
Drugstore in Daraga town, said that 
since the law took effect in 1992, “we 
serve four to 12 elderly persons in just 
one day.” He laments that the law is *re- 
ally a big loss for us, especially the small 
drug stores." 

Gamil, former chapter secretary of the 
Drug Stores Association of the Philip- 
pines in South Bicol, estimates a loss of 
12 percent of his store's gross sales every 
month due to the discount. 

Gyre Clores, manager of Mercury 
Drug Corp. in Albay, said the store served 
more than 30 senior citizens every day in. 
the Old Albay District alone. This cost the 
store about P90,000 a month, he said, 
and the loss would eventually be felt in 
the long run and affect the company’s 
profitability. 

The store is strict on the discount 
requirements “because there are зе- 
nior citizens [who] present IDs and 
prescriptions that are not theirs,” he 
said. 


Expanded 

One of five senior citizens in the coun- 
try live in Southern Tagalog and Bicol, 
according to the 2000 census of the Na- 
tional Statistics Office. 

Of the total elderly population of 4.5 


Fil-Am finds 


UINT Delgado Fansler, 
27, had an eye-opener 
on his first month of 
volunteer work in 
Mindoro. 

. 'А five-year-old (Iraya) Mang- 
yan boy died and I helped сапу his 
body to a CEDC truck [the service 
vehicle of the office he joined]," 
said Fansler, 

The boy's family could not re- 
turn home to their village in San 
Teodoro town from the hospital 
in Calapan City in Oriental Min- 
doro because they didn't have 
the means. 

"[In] Manila, you really don't 
get exposed to death with the ery- 
ing family. Its shocking. A new ex- 
perience for me," said Fansler. 

Fansler was born in Manila in 
1976. His American father, who * 
used to work in a bank, had to 
travel а lot, bringing his family to 
Singapore, Korea and Spain. His 
Filipina mother, Lolita Delgado, is 
afreelance writer. 

Fansler completed Grade 12 at 
the International School and his 
secondary education in the United 
States, He graduated from George- 
town University with a degree in 
international affairs. As soon as he 
finished college, he decided to do 
volunteer work in the Philippines, 
which he considers his home. 

" realized that I needed to come 
back to the Philippines because this 
is where my roots are, this is where 
my heart," said Fansles. 

Knowing the poor conditions 
of the country, he thought that 
was where he had to make a dif- 
ference. 

While on vacation in Manila, 
Fansler learned about the Jesuit 
Volunteers Philippines (JVP) and 
liked its program. He was as- 
signed to the Communication for 
Evangelization and Development 
Center in Mindoro and was given 
а chance, together with JVP part- 
ner Angie Resurreccion, to visit a 
Mangyan settlement called 
Panaytayan. 


Fansler and Resurreccion docu- 
mented the ambahan (poetry) ses- 
sions. On weekends, Fansler would 
go with Fr. Ewald Dinter to the 
mountains for missionary work 
‘among the Mangyan people. 

"Т got immediately interested 
їп the IPs (indigenous peoples), 
which used to be only an academ- 
ic interest like anthropology. 
Here, 1 had become emotional. 1 
was already spending time with 
them, their beautiful culture, the 
beautiful 
are—their humility, openness, 
friendliness. 1 felt like there were 
things I could do," said Fansler. 

He was 
Mangyan traditions and could 
not forget the burial ceremony 
called pangutkutan in the moun- 
tains of Bulalacao. 

“Not many people are exposed 
to such digging up the 
ranging the bones and reburying 
the bones. It's very unique and in- 
digenous," said Fansler. "Search- 
ing for a Filipino identity | found 
[that] the Mangyans defined it 
the best I've ever seen." 


A SENIOR citizen reviews the receipt given to her for drug purchases. 


million in 2002, more than 960,000 
came from Southern Luzon, NSO figures 
show. The number is projected to rise by 
more than one million in 2004. 

The figure is a nightmare for the drug- 
store owners, more so when Republic. 
No. 9257 or the Expanded Senior Ci 
zens Law of 2003 was implemented 
starting February. That law extended the 
20-percent discount privilege to all se- 
nior citizens who possess any identifica- 
tion card proving their citizenship. Viola- 
tors would be fined and imprisoned. 

The DSAR which has about 4,000 
members nationwide, said small- to 
medium-scale drugstores could not af- 
ford to comply with the provisions of 
the new law. Its fact sheet notes that 
the refusal to give the 20-percent dis- 
count is prevalent in the country, par- 
ticularly in areas where Mercury Drug, 
a point of price reference among drug- 
stores, is not present. 

"We are not against giving discounts 
to senior citizens. They are [an] impor- 
tant part of society and we will soon be 


meaning in Mangya 


uum 


FANSLER learns about basketweaving from an Alangan-Mangyan. 


people that they 


amazed at the 


He heard. 


Fansler has traveled in Brazil, 
Paraguay, Canada, Colombia and 
the Philippines (Kalinga, Ifugao 
and Mountain Province.) 

"The Mangyans are unique be- 
cause they have an extremely rich 
culture, like the pre-Hispanic writ- 
ing system, poetry—all of those 
things intact make you proud as a 
Filipino. You see how wonderful 
people they are—nonviolent, very 
welcoming, trusting, their togeth- 
ernes and the way they help each 
other. These are Filipino traits.” 

“[The] majority of them are 
not baptized but they are so 
Christian in their values and cul- 
ture, and embody so much what 
we Catholics or Christians look 
for,” said Fansler. 


Heritage center 


itage center from Father Dinter. 
The Mangyan Heritage Center 
(МНО) started as a library and ex- 
panded to become a nongovern- 
‘ment organization that focused on 
Mangyan culture. It was put up af- 
tera year of hard work and support 


like them. But we cannot afford it at 20 
percent. We will die in two years or go 
to jail,” said the association's officers. 
Purchases made by senior citizens 
comprise around 40 percent of the total 
sales of drugstores, the DSAP said. 
"Unlike the other discounted prod- 
ucts and services, medicines are mostly 
taken regularly by the elderly for main- 
tenance. The expanded law means 
around five million elderly can avail 
themselves of the 20-percent discount, 
which compounds our losses," said Ar- 
man Ablaza, DSAP chair for business 
development. 
He said the wealthier ones would 
buy more medicines that are branded. 
"Since no OSCA (Office of Senior Cit- 
izens Affairs) card is required, there 
could be abuses in... [the availment of. 
the] discounts," he said. 


Tax deduction 

DSAP president Celia Carlos said 
what the drugstores’ profits could not 
make up for losses they incurred from 


Foundation in 2000. 


After setting up the board of 
trustees, Fansler went to the Unit- 


ed States to work. 


Today, the MHC has a collec- 
tion of about 2,000 reading mate- 
rials on the Mangyans, 2,000 po- 
ems, 1,000 photos, and 965 
books, theses, manuscripts and 
magazines. Some 750 news items 
have also been entered in their 


database. 


These days, the center is hav- 
ing difficulty getting funds be- 
cause its concerns are not as pre- 
cise as those of the Mangyan, 
such as food, education, land and 
jon of their rights. 

“What the Mangyan Mission 
showed me was that there is also a 
need for support in the area of cul- 
ture because without it, people will 
lose what makes them unique and 
[how] good they are,” Fansler said. 

There is no point in securing 
land rights if the Mangyans no 
Jonger want to be Mangyans and 
not live in the mountains but in 


тесор 


PHOTOCOURTESY OF MHC 


Calapan, he added. 


work, too. 


the need for a her- 


ter may 
мин: mangyan.org. 


n culture 


from the Phinma Foundation, Toy- 
ota Foundation and the Ala-ala 


‘The MHC has only one staff 
member and will run out of funds 
by the end of the year. No one is 
pursuing project development 


Fansler said that since half of 
the board members are in Manila 
and half in Mindoro, it's hard to 
carry out the project. “Ithas been | to 
five years and we're the same 
board. Мете tired, we need to re- 
juvenate. We're organizing a vol- 
'unteer program," he said. 

He believes that many Fil- 
ipino-Americans are looking for 
good places to put their charity 
money and he assures them that 
the funds will be put to good use. 

Madonna Т. Virola 


Those who want to know more 
about the Mangyan Heritage Cen- 
visit its website at 


ae 
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giving senior citizens’ discount. 

Moreover, she said, tax deductions 
from the government could not com- 
pensate for the losses. According to a 
Department of Finance official, “a tax 
credit is а peso-for-peso deduction 
from a taxpayer's liability due to the 
government for the amount of dis- 
counts such establishment has granted 
toa senior citizen." 

In computing tax deductions, the 
drugstores end up losing about 
P250,000 a year, excluding operational 
expenses, Carlos said. They shoulder 
68 percent of the discount and only 32 
percent is subsidized by the govern- 
ment, she said. 

The government, she said, could not 
afford to give a refund of at least РЗ bil- 
lion yearly for drugstores alone be- 
cause of the widening budget deficit. 

“The drugstores are seen as villains 
but in truth, we are the losers. Legisla- 
tors earn brownie points at our ex- 
pense,” said Josephine Inocencio, an- 
other DSAP officer. 
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"We incur the ire of the senior citi- 
zens and their families every time we 
refuse to give the 20-percent discount. 
The implementing rules and regula- 
tions for the enforcement of the law 
were drafted without consultation with 
the drug store industry,” she added. 

“Even if we want to give the dis- 
count, we will lose,” she said in Fi 
ipino. 

The DSAP is seeking to amend the 
law to provide for a discount that is 
"reasonable" and fair to both senior ci 
izens and drugstore owners. It spei 
fied discounts of three percent on 
branded medicines and 20 percent on 
generic drugs. 

No more tax deductions, the group 
demanded. “If they really want a 
20-percent discount, we should have a 
co-sharer. Why is the bigger discount 
being incurred by us, how about some 
manufacturers and distributors that re- 
ally earn?" Ablaza asked. 

He said DSAP members had been 
regularly attending congressional 
hearings on the proposed amendments 
of the law, but their clamor had re- 
mained unheeded. "Is it because we are 
а such small sector that we are taken 
for granted? The law was passed before 
the [May] elections,” he said. 


No option 

“We don't want to increase prices of 
medicines just so we could comply 
with the law because we sympathize 
with the greater majority who will be 
affected by this additional burden,” 
said Inocencio. But she said they faced 
no other options. 

“With the new law, the small and 
medium drugstores would eventually 
close shop,” Ablaza warned. “This 
would mean unemployment for more 
than 40,000 employees, 48 chapters 
and a great setback to the govern- 
ment's economic thrust of propping up 
the SMEs.” 

“Without the SMEs, a monopoly of 
the industry could be created,” he said. 
In March 2002, then Vice President 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, who was al- 
so secretary of the Department of So- 
cial Welfare and Development, admit- 
ted before an assembly of senior citi- 
zens in Lucena City that it was difficult 
to implement the 20-percent discount 
because many people, not necessarily 
indigents, were availing themselves of 
it. Drug establishments would eventu- 
ally lose, she had said. 

Concerned authorities tried to check 
the situation by issuing new senior citi- 
zen's IDs, but nothing has changed. 
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Calapan City honors 
native’s war heroism 


OL. PEDRO Serran and his heroic ex- 
ploits during World War II were finally 
recognized in his home place in Calapan 
City, the capital of Oriental Mindoro, when lo- 
cal officials named Serran Boulevard the road 
leading to Barangay Bulusan, where his monu- 
ment was installed. 
The road was inaugurated 
last month after the city coun- 
cil passed an ordinance on 


Publisher Florante Villarica 
said it took Serran's son Tony 
nine years of crusade before 
his hometown acknowledged 
the guerrilla leader’s contri- 


‘The Island Sentinel, which 
published 
Tony's letters as part of an in- 
‘campaign about 
Serran's heroism. The letters 
are based on documents kept 
in the archives in Washington, 
D.C. and the Presidio in San 


Serran’ was born in Sitio 
Bonbon in Calapan on Nov. 
26, 1913. He lost both par- 
ents when he was 13 years 
old. He had been treated as an 
outcast because his father, 
who had leprosy, was moved 
Colony їп 
Palawan. His mother died of 


Under his cousin's care, Ser- 
ran studied at the Mindoro 
High School where he was 
commandant of the Preparato- 
ry Military Training. He ob- 
tained a law degree from the 
University of the Philippines. 

When World War It broke 
ош, Serran joined Macario Рег- 
altas guerrilla unit in Panay. 

. The two were awarded medals 
by Gen. Douglas MacArthur. 


Serran refused to obey the 
order to surrender by the 
Japanese. He headed the 
62nd Regimental Combat 
‘Team known as the “Iron Re; 
iment,” which was respon: 
ble for the liberation of the 
towns of Jani-uay and Zarra- 
gain Iloilo. 

1n gratitude, the Попов 
put up the Serran Freedom 
Park in Zarraga and his mon- 
ument in the 1990s, said Vil- 
Тапса. 

"Among his achievements 
was establishing one of the 
most successful intelligence 
units in the guerrilla move- 
ment and being the first to 
have radio contact between 
the Philippine underground 
movement and the American 
forces headed by MacArthur 

Australia, which gave the 
signal for the Americans to 
go back to the country,” said 
Villarica. 

Serran died in the United 
States in 1999. 

Villarica remembered that 
noted literary writer NVM 
Gonzales, who was born in 
Romblon but grew up in Min- 
doro, once mentioned to him 
that Serran was one of those 
who should be cited for hero- 
ism. Gonzales was chosen one. 
of the outstanding Min- 
dorefios and later acclaimed a 
national artist. Madonna Т 
Virola 
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Metro mayors say no to IRA cuts 


By Margaux Ortiz, Luige del that the reduction of the IRAs ly come from real property апд collection, for one, could mean billion in the lat three years Its Ns IRA stood at P320 milion last 
Porto Tarra Quismutsdo,Tina would affect the delivery of ser- business taxes, business licenses, fewer collection days or fewer IRA stood at P275 million in year 
аел Edson Tandacr vices in their respective cities and assembly permits and building collectors. 2003. Pasig Mayor Vicente Eusebio is 
municipalities. and occupancy permits. “Ifyoucutordelay ourIRA,my Although financially stable, possibly the only local executive 
NOREDUCTION. Under the Local Government ^ Asuspension ofthe RArelease fear is that the national govem- the city needs the IRA because іл the metropolis willing to part 
ЕЕН Metro Manila may- Code, the IRA consists of the 40- for 18 months would roughly mentwould be creating problems the money had already been ear- with the IRA, or at least 25 рег 
oL iSo мег! revenue percent share taken from taxes amount to P20 billion—a sum in many cities and towns in the marked for programs in health cent of it. The city's giant rev- 
allotments (IRA). Collected by the national govem- that local governments could not country,” said Mandaluyong May- сате, housing and other basicser- enues would help explain the 
‘Atan emergency Metro Manila ment. This is divided аз follows: afford to lose. "of Neptali Gonzales I. vices. mayor's position. Home to malls, 
Council meeting yesterday, 23 percent for provinces, 23 per- The impact ofany cutis direct, Mandaluyong, home of three In Manila, Mayor Lito Atienza factories and a major commercial 
Мегоройнап Manila Develop. cent for cities, 36 percent formu- and the burden on residents of Metro Manila's biggest malls, warned that taking out the IRA hub, Pasig is the richest city in 
еш Authority Chair Bayani Fer. nicipalities and 20 percent for equally great, the mayors said. A earned P1.3 billion last year. It would be а “phenomenal undo- eastern Metro Manila. Tt earns 
Tee eaid the mayors agreed barangays. Revenues traditional- reduction in the cash for garbage has collected an average of P1.1 ing” since itis the lifeblood oflo- around P3 billion annually 
: cal governments. Quezon City once the coun- 
More than limiting a city or пуз capital, would also not be 
town's capability to spend on adversely affected by a cut in its 
needed projects, removing the IRA, according to Mayor 
IRA could be an obstacle to pro- ciano Belmonte. With P3.3 billion 
ductivity, according to Atienza. in funds, Quezon City's finances 
‘The IRA, Atienza added, spurs аге considerably sound. It owes 
economic activity "It could bethe Land Bank P400 million, but the 
solution to eventually removing mayor said he hopes to sete it, 
all deficits, putting the economy and other payables, in due time. 
їп order and leading to progress Belmonte stressed that the IRA 
for the nation,” he said. is used to compensate the local 
Manis budget stood at РЗ governments’ additional expen- 
billion six years ago, with collec. ditures for assuming functions 
tion pegged at P6 billion, Atienza devolved by the national govern- 
said. This year, the Manila City ment. “However, the IRA is not a 
Council approved a budget of grant, he said. “Many towns and 
P59 billion. Its IRA stands at cities depend entirely on the IRA 
P1.13 billion, or roughly fifth of for the delivery of basic services 
the entire budget. You cut or delay the IRA, and it 
Marikina Mayor Marides Lour- will have an adverse effect on the 
desFemandosaidacutintheIRA operations of the LGUs [loca 
directly affects her city'seffortsat government units).” 
maintaining roads, collecting When he assumed office, 
garbage, and starting or finishing Caloocan City Mayor Enrico 
infrastructure projects. Echiverri said he inherited more 
Asked if the city could survive than РЗ billion in debts. In Mal- 
without its IRA, Fernando said i abon, two councilors recently 
would, if only because the alter- sought Mayor Сапшо Oreta’s au- 
native is unthinkable. The social thorization to borrow P600 mil- 
implications are enormous, she lion for private lenders. 
said. Valenzuela City Mayor Sher- 
2004 is “Investment Year" for win Gatchalian, on the other 
Marikina, а city famous for its hand, had been implementing 
shoes and sparkling streets. It austerity measures. 
has, however, very few industries And Navotas Mayor Toby 
to boast of, unlike neighboring Tiangco said they need a bigger 
3 Pasig or Mandaluyong. budget to maximize government 
STANDINGSTILL Fernando fears that ahalt nits services. : 
Work on the 175-meter Tumana Bridge that would link Marikina City with Quezon City appears to have stopped. With only afew infrastructure projects would) Juste other local ofcals the 


^ : 2 р tum away investors. А cut in the four northern Metro Manila may- 
laborers seen working on the project, motorists doubt whether it would be completed this year as scheduled. maonar | made just that Marikina orsare strongly against the propos 
earns around P800 million a year. al to reduce or scrap the IRA. 


Money no problem ^ Expressway guards shot; 1 killed Garbage 
forParafiaque тауог шск еланы атауына haulers 


lane of the expressway at about 2 Cobardo, 51. 
‘THEY were just doing theirjobs. ато. for alleged overloading. Cobardo told the police that d 1 

тне жаы рады. A security guard was shotdead But just as the they were about the gunmen did not see him be- ump. р еа 
а а. Е A Valen, the While а fellow watchman wasse- to detach the truck's plates, а гей cause he was urinating nearby 
DESPITE huge debts reportedly cir/s public information office, ПОШУ wounded after сно car. ЭКО кене орти fut when they strack. By Martin P. Marfil 
bequeathed to him by his prede- AKN had been doing business ПОПЕ пи nes RC EE = t jr Deadonarrival 
сию, ParaMaque City Mayor with thelocal government in pre- eat the toll plaza at the Nonh — Two men gor out ofthe Pajero THE STRIKE by garbage haulers 
Mo ee ee Luzon Expressway early yester- and started shooting Cortez and Cortez was already dead when THE STRIKE by garbage hauien 
Keep К рава о ое eed tet funde for she УБОР Dabu usingstillunknown typesof he was brought to the Manila continued yesterday аз they 
ide city hall d construction would come from _ Reynaldo Cortez, 45, union handguns. Central University Hospital. junked an appeal from labor offi- 
= а у qe em AE CAE ar collectionge president of the Philippine Na- Although wounded, Dabu Caloocan City police chief Leo cials to return to work. 

ee апааа се ПРА ojro е ay. tonal Construction Company se- managed to run and jump опа бапа said the killers were appar- "Ме will continue with = 
еза the kgama when sikad ог promised to decrease city CUNY suards, died of several’ passing bus. enty escorting the cargotruck, strike until Мо Pan VE 
Pena meet г promised to desease diy gunshot wounds. Cortez was eftbehind lying on Garra said it was possible the tO us or until the police come in 

ТЫ ground fick ofthe bulld- ke of debts allegedly let b "eoe truck contained contraband and and disperse us,” Romualdo Her 
е үну Omen ee шгп The gunmen then reportedly the killers panicked when these nandez, spokesperson, for um 
eae eal be pe d рне бн d by the pe His fellow guard Benjamin walked up to him and shot him curity guards began inspecting Sper ng E Manamaan 
“state-of-the art" chairs while sip- financial crisis. Dabu, 47, is undergoing treat- repeatedly. thecargo. | MA RUM Ones REN Пеш. 
Metas а у mat fe While crilzing Marquez for ™3t police said yesterday. ‘One of the suspects then re- Вой drivers of the truck and Г 
ping free drinks аз a aa бог Айе chind erarmouy obliga, Te wo guards flagged down ропейу yelled “Sino pa? Sino Pajero then drove off port. 


i i The Department of Labor and 
“It is our way of encouraging tions, Bemabe vowed not to com- ан арар 


it id the ikes he said the i i = 
ушай ocomeandpay wiesen RaW) Gonzales stands upto US suis ton Con: 
ditions,” Bernabe saic Bernabe blamed Marquez for 


Work on the j ld di 1 ffi d action was a “wildcat strike,” 
jork on the project would spending a lot on office ат gens : 3 А Benedicto Bitonio, the depart- 
be completed in 90 days, he sports supplies, and maintenance NEWlYappointed Justice Secre- against the war games per se, p 


^ á т enancè tary Raul a fter Ы was making things ment spokesperson, said. 
suid, adding that AKN Gom. and operating expenses in бу my owm heart and, Tm sure, aso of difett далана ^ — AS such, Волі said, “The 
struction won the bid to con- Hall. those of countless like-minded “You see, Mon, the Ameri- workers should desist from stag- 
‘countrymen. cans will respect you if you  inga strike and [we] enjoin man- 
H Gonzales instructed his subordi- stand up to them," he saic agement [from implementing] 
Fat er who jumpe о nates at the Department of Justice i It seems Biazon was right. anylodkout" —- 
(DOJ) to give US authorities a hard Look how Ricciardone has de- Asked if sanctions would be 
" " . time in extraditing American na- ferred to Secretary Gonzales іп imposed on the workers, Bitonio 
QC bridge denied bail tionals from the Philippines. the extradition stalemate. said that would be up to the NL- 
‘The former ойо congressman Опе of the bitter sentiments E RC. He added that the police 
and Tanodbayan (precursor of the оѓ my late Dad, who fought in In this day and age, there are could only come in should the 
By Tina G. Santos Silang, while reportedly under Ombudsman) gave the order as а Bataan during World War I, still Filipinohouseholds that treat strike turn violent. 
the influence of prohibited drugs, tit-for-tat. It followed a California was that while we Filipinos theirdomestichelpers like slaves. _ Asof yesterday, Hernandez said 
А QUEZON City prosecutor has took his son from their house cours denial of a Philippine gov- fought side by side with the One such household is that of Do- that they had been able to para- 
mot recommended bail for the then climbed onto the top railing emments petition to have Ameri- Americans, the United States lores Ikamen of Barangay Magdalo, lyze the entire fleet of about 120 
construction worker who jumped of the overpass, where he stayed сап Rod Strunk extradited to the forgot about us after the war Bahayang Pag-asa, Imus, Cavite. Ika- garbage trucks owned by REN. 
from а 20-foot overpass on Com- for more than an hour while country in connection with his and gave preferential treat- men is a housewife whose husband Тһе garbage haulers went on 
monwealth Avenue which result- clutching his son. wife's Nida Blanca's murder. mentto its former enemies. works in the United States. strike the other day after man- 
ed in the death of his one-year- In a sudden move, he leapt off ^ Because Gonzales wouldnt give Му fathers sentiments are —— kamen placed a hot iron on the agement dismissed 29 union offi- 
old son. the bridge. aninch, US Ambassador FrancisRic- shared by thousands of World shoulders and right thigh of Sonia cers and 20 other workers and al- 
Inquest prosecutor Wilfredo Silang landed feet first and  ciardone came calling at the DOJto Маг П veterans, some of whom Bernardino, 47, who worked for legedly violated their collective 
Andres made the recommenda- broke his rwo legs. Hisson'shead, appeasethe new justice secretary could noteven get US citizenship her as a domestic helper. bargaining agreement. 
tion as he pushed for the filing of however, hit the ground. It was virtual surrender. ‘when they've been living in the ^ Bermardinos only fault was that Affected by the strike afe the 
parricide charges against Nestor The baby died while undergo- The United States hasa lot more United States for a longtime. she wasnt immediately abletocom- city of Muntinlupa and some 
Slang, 33, of Barangay Holy ing treatment for head injuries, to lose in the extradition face-off It seems the United States ac- ply with her employers instructions. Parts of Malabon. . 
Spirit, before the Quezon City Re- while the suspect remains con- than the Philippines. There aremore cords more respect to people A year after the incident, To cushion the impact of the 
gional Trial Court. fined at the hospital. ‘American citizens, as well as Fi- whofoughtthem than thosewho Bernardino is still in a state of strike, Muntinlupa Mayor Jaime 
"The Central Police District- Investigation showed rhat ipinos, inthe Philippines whoescape fought side bysside with them. shock. She was brought to me by Fresnedi temporarily hired trucks 
Criminal Investigation Unit Silang panicked upon hearing the from the US justice system than 1 once had a conversation her sister, Leonida, Tuesday. from other firms to take care of 
filed the charges as a result of siren ofa firetruck that arrived in there are Filipinos and Americans with Sen. Rodolfo Biazon about Cagayan Rep. Jack Enrile was garbage collection. 
thedeathofSilangsson, Nestor the area supposedly to help in the whoseek refuge in the United Staes why he was opposing the war boiling mad when 1 told him Ап average of 150 tons of 
Jr, after the suspect leaped rescue operation. from Philippine laws. games being conducted by about the maltreatment. He said garbage is collected in Muntinlu- 
from the bridge in the afternoon Тһе boy was buried yesterday Gonzales has shown the Ameri- American and Filipino troops. ће would provide lawyers for pa every day. With a report from 
of Sept, 3. іла Quezon City cemetery. cans that Filipinos are no pushovers. Biazon said he was not Bermardinofreeof charge. | Nancy C. Carvajal 
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PARAGUA: Out to breach 2600 Elo rating. 


Lions complete cast 


SBC gains Final Four for first time in 7 years 


By Jasmine W. Payo 
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Firal sondage 11.5 йз—М M Prog FP; 15M Y Kaabo 
М (Uae), М R. Оказа Ps: $0—M А Озю fasst 
) 85—NID ейди йу. 75—Gi V магик (Uae). МА. 
Jj еюн 13-10 торук (итеш. MS. 
Мда (асва: 657M E Коу (sine GM S. Klin 
Fuss 6.0—GM R Hang (Russis) 
„ AFTER the grandinaster result, the crown. 

Mark Paragua couldn't ask for more in the Alush- 
ta Tournament in Crimea, Ukraine. 

Playing pressure-free, Paragua beat fellow Interna- 
tional Master Evegeni Kobylkin of Ukraine in the 15th 
and final round Tuesday night to rule the 16man 
event with 11.5 points, a full point ahead of IMs Yuriy 


Kuzubovof Ukraine and Roman Ovetchkin of Russia. 
Employing his favorite Kings Indian Attack, the 20- 


THE SAN Beda Lions relied on their tested leader to secure 
the last ticket to the Final Four. 


Arjun Cordero shot nine of his 
14 points in the final four minutes 
as the fifth-year forward lifted 
San Beda past the Mapua Cardi- 
nals, 59-52, yesterday in their 


*' playoff for the last semifinal slot 


in the 80th NCAA basketball tour- 
nament at the Araneta Coliseum. 
"Arjun is the heart and soul of 
the team and he showed it. But a 
lot of players stepped up like 
(Jerome) Paterno and (Yousif) 
Aljamal,” said Lions coach Nash 
Racela. 
jamal scored 14 of his 16 
points in the first half, while the 
slam-dunking Paterno also fin- 
ished with 16 markers. 
The Lions, who are in the Final 


‚ Four for the first time in seven 


years, will face the top-seeded 
Perpetual Help Altas while de- 
fending champion Letran meets 
Philippine Christian U in the 
semifinal playoffs on Friday. 

Perpetul and PCU need just 
one win to reach the finals while 
‘SBC and Letran must win twice to 
advance. 

The Lions saw their eight-point 
lead, 46-38, in the third period 
narrowed down to three as Ma- 
pua opened the final quarter with 
a 9-4 attack, 50-47. 

But Cordero took over with 
seven consecutive points that re- 
stored the lead to 57-49. When 


1 
GAMES TOMORROW (AranetsCofseum) 

2pm—PCuvsLetran(Sis) — 

4 pm.—Perpetuals San Beda (Sr) | 


Sean Co drained a three-pointer, 
57-52, Cordero responded once 
more for 59-52 with 46 seconds 
remaining. 

Mapua missed the services of 
its top scorer Erwin Sta. Maria 
(16.1 ppg), who sat out his one- 
game suspension. Forward An- 
drew Salud also went out of ac- 
tion after dislocating his left knee. 
inthe third quarter. 

Meanwhile, the Mapua Cheer- 
ing Cardinals bagged the 
P50,000 grand prize in the Ist 
Nestlé Cheering Competition. 
The Letran Cheering Squad and 
San Sebastian Pep Squad took the 
second and third spots, respec- 
tively 

The scores: 

ЗАН BEDA 59—AJjamal 16, Paterno 16, 
Cordero 14, Bombeo 8, Angeles 3, Arbole 
2, Hudencil 0. 

MAPUA 52—Gonzales 14, Co 12, Ve- 
ranga7, Tiongco 7, Guevarra 7, Pascual 3, 
p 

Quarters: 17-15, 39-23, 46-98, 59-52. 


CHRISTIAN Guevarra of Mapua 
rejects James Carlo Hudencial 
(center) of San Beda in their do-or- 


year-old Paragua prevailed after 30 moves and became 
only the second Filipino, after the late Rosendo Balinas, 
towina tournament in a former republic of the defunct 
Soviet Union. Balinas did the trick їп 1976 in Odessa, 
earning the GM tite in the process. 

“My plan was to win the game to add a few ratings, 
зо ай out talaga ako sa laro. Anyway, Tve got my GM 
norm,” said Paragua, a member of the Philippine Air 
Force chess team under the wing of Gen. Jaime Viernes 
and Col. Roelito Nolasco, through e-mail yesterday. 

Posting 10 wins, 3 draws and 2 losses, Paragua, the 
country's top-rated player, obtained a performance rat- 
ing of 2661, increasing his Elo rating from 2530 to 2554. 
He won his second GM norm with two rounds left. 

The 20-year-old Paragua, the 1998 World Rapid Un- 
der-14 champion, intends to clinch his third and final 


4-1 Д 
ariaz ieta Сатжан e 


GM result before competing in the World Juniors in In- 
dia and the tough Hoogeveens toumament in the 
Netherlands this year. 

Paragua's European campaign is being supported by 
longtime benefactor Hector Tagaysay of Filway Market- 
ing. Other supporters are College Assurance Plan, Ener- 
чоп Bright and Abraham Pascual of Pascual Laboratories, 

Kuzubov and Ovetetkin also got their GM results by 
drawing their last round assignments against GM 
Vladimir Malaniuk of Ukraine and IM Nino Khurtsidze 
of Georgia, respectively 

Paragua, who resides in Meycauayan, Bulacan, ob- 
tained his first GM result after finishing in a Че for first 
place with Russian GM Oleg Komeev in the 2001 Mon- 
дага Intemational Swiss Tournament in Mondariz, 
Spain. Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 
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MEGA SALE! 


оп Sept. 23 & 26, 2004 • STARTS AT 8:30 A.M. SHARP. 


TRUCKS - HEAVY EQUIPMENT • MISC. ITEMS 
On these dates: SEPT. 23 - 26, 2004 


STARTS AT 8°30 A.M. SHARI 


Su PCISSLCTWITH BREAKES 
ONG UNDERCARRIAGE 


‘SENATOR Lito Lapid (left) presides over the Senate public hearing 
with Sen. Pia Cayetano. Chair Eric Buhain (right) explains PSC plans. 


Senate to boost SEAG 
fund; House aid eyed 


By Marc Anthony Reyes by Philippine SEA Games Organiz- 
ing Committee chair Roberto Pag- 
danganan, Philippine Olympic 
Committee president Celso Dayrit, 
badminton president and former 
first lady Ming Ramos, taekwondo's 
Robert Aventajado, athletics’ Go 
‘Teng Kok and equestrian chief Jose 
“Peping” Cojuangco, among others. 

The PSC chair said senators 
Lapid, Pia Cayetano, Loi Ejercito, 
Richard Gordon and Jinggoy Estra- 
da touched on the different issues 
concerning the PSC, particularly 
the coming SEA Games. 

“Sen. Cayetano said that when 
the preparation is already under- 
way, the Senate will be willing to 
help," said Buhain, who announced 
during the hearing that the country 
has a good chance of winning the 
SEAG overall championship. 

“if we can win 110 gold medals (of 
the 404 up for grabs), we may end up 
with the overall crown,” Buhain said. 

Meanwhile, Puentevella said he 
is confident all 226 members of the 
Lower House would agree with his 
proposal to divert a part of the pork 

SENATE/A20 


FINALLY, some goodwill—and not 
the usual derision—from the law- 
makers for sports officials. 

‘The Senate yesterday grilled the 
country’s top sports leaders in the 
aftermath of the medal-less cam- 
paign in the Athens Olympics, but 
later pledged to help raise funds for 
the country's staging of the South- 
east Asian Games next year. 

"This came on the same day that 
Bacolod Rep. Monico Puentevella 
encouraged his fellow congressmen 
to donate a portion of their pork 
barrel to the SEAG кіпу He said this 
could amount to P600 million, 

‘The twin acts of kindness moved 
sports officials led by Philippine 
Spons Commission chair Eric 
Buhain, who fielded questions 
ranging from the PSC’s hand in the 
importation of race horses to the 
Janitorial and security services con- 
tracts during the hearing of the 
Senate committee on Games, 
‘Amusements and Sports headed by 
Sen, Manuel “Lito” Lapid. 

Buhain was joined in the hearing 


RECEDING HAIRLINE 


HAIR LOSS Rx: 


Hair Advance 
Stimulator Therapy 


Your grandfather and father started becoming bald 
that way. Now it's your turn to have a receding hairline. 
If you dread the prospect of meeting the same bald fate, 
stop losing hair right now at Svenson International. 
Hair Advance Stimulator Therapy will restore your 
hairline's natural level by inhibiting hair loss and hastening 
re-growth for a thicker look. 


You don't have to suffer from hair loss. Take the 
effective Svenson solution for your receding hairline and 
look forward to a thicker, fuller look. Call Svenson for 
а FREE hair and scalp check-up. 


CALL 892- HAIR | (4247) 
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Odds stacked against RP-Burlington Youth cagers 


THE RRBURLINGTON Youth team is brac- 
ing for the worst in the ABC (Asia Basketball. 
Confederation) Junior Men's Championship 
slated Sept. 14-23 in Bangalore, India. 

Missing key players and bereft of inter- 
national experience, the Filipinos face tall 
odds in the toumament confined to players 
18 years and under. 

То compound their woes, the Filipinos 
are bracketed with the favored South Kore- 


La Salle eyes 
playoff with 
win over UE 


TT'S all business now for the Pumaren broth- 
ers today when Franz’s La Salle Archers clash 
with Dindo's University of the East Warriors in 
the UAAP senior basketball tournament at the 
Philsports Arena. 

‘The Archers, who remain a game behind co- 
leaders Ateneo and Far Eastern at 9-4, must win. 
at 4 p.m, today to force a playoff for the No. 2 
spot in the Final Four which carries with it a 
twice-to-beat bonus. 

“It just so happens that Dindo is the one wait- 
ingin the wings. We need to win. Then we'll see 
‘what our destiny is in the playoffs,” said Franz. 

К А victory guaran- 
tees La Salle a playoff 
for second place with 
the loser of the Ateneo 
and FEU game on Sat- 
urday Whoever wins 
between the Eagles 
and the Tamaraws 
gets top seeding in the 
Final Four and a simi 
lar twice-to-beat in- 
centive. 

A UE win will lead 
to a playoff between 
the Archers and the 
Warriors for the third 
spot, leaving Ateneo 
and FEU to clash for 
the top two semifinal 
seats. 

Itwillbe 1 against 4 
and 2 against 3 in the 
Final Four pairings. 

In the other senior match, the University of 
the Philippines and the National University try to 
close the season on a winning note at 1:30 p.m. 

La Salle will miss the services of its second 
leading scorer Joseph Yeo today. The senior 
guard, who averages 12.1 points per game, will 
serve a one-game suspension after incurring two 
‘unsportsmanlike fouls in La Salle’s last game. 

"The Warriors shocked the Archers in the first 
round as KG Canaleta scored 25 points in an 82- 
79 decision. Jasmine W. Payo 


ans, 


La Salle 
UE 
UP 
Adamson 
UST 
NU 
GAMES TODAY 
| (Philports Arena) 
11:30am—UP 
VS NU (rs) 
1:30 p.m.—UP. 
Vs NU (Srs) 
*4pm—laSale 
vs UE (5) 
6p.m—ta Salle 
vs UE (drs) 
“Live on Studio 23 


ous Kuwaitis in Group C of the 16-nation 
biennial tournament. 

This development further reduced RPs 
‘chances of advancing to the quarterfinals. 

Only four player—Dylan Ababou, 
Michael Sy, Alvin Calatayud and Daryl 
Bautista—are holdovers from the RP- 
Burlington Youth team that swamped the 
‘opposition in the Southeast Asia Basketball 


the touted Lebanese and the danger- 


G 


[/ 


Association Men's Junior Championship in 
Lucena City last April. 

Inserted into the lineup after two weeks 
of frantic search were University of Santo 
Tomas Jervy Cruz and Mark Angelo Can- 
las, Ateneo's Diogenes Villame, Philippine 
College of Criminology’s Andrian Celada 
and Harvey Espiritu; Sam Beda's Rodel 
Raneses, Perpetual Help's Ram Panganiban 
and Mapua's Led Joseph Claravall. 


AT A CROSSROADS: Alvin Patrimonio (right) agrees to be an assistant to coach Ryan Gregorio. 


Alvin takes on 
ual AFC role 


By June Navarro 


ALVIN Patrimonio assumes a dual role 
when the Purefoods TJ Hotdogs em- 
bark on a quest to capture the All-Fil- 
ipino Сир crown in the 2004 Philip- 
pine Basketball Association season. 

Patrimonio, the leagues second four-time PBA 
Most Valuable Player awardee after the retired 
‘Ramon Fernandez, will suit up for the TJ Hotdogs 
for the 16th straight season and at the same time 
actas one of coach Ryan Gregorio's assistants in 
the AFC starting on Oct. 3. 

“Alvin has agreed to be an assistant playing 
coach. He will perform as such until we negotiate 
anew contract next year” said Rene Pardo, Pure- 
foods representative to the Board of Governors. 


Pardo revealed that Patrimonio's contract was 
‘automatically extended up to July 2005 along 
with big men Kerby Raymundo and Jun Limpot. 

‘The move was in compliance with a new PBA. 
policy allowing teams to extend the contracts of 
their players, whose pacts expire at the end of the 
year 

“His experience on the court will certainly be a 
plus factor for the coaching зга In fact, Alvin has 
already been helping the team in mapping out йз 
gameplan,” Pardo told the Inquire. 

Patrimonio will join assistant coaches Ronnie 
Magsanoc, Коу Banal and Gregorio on the Hot- 
dogs bench. 

After reaching the 15,000-point plateau in the 
Fiesta Conference, the 36-year-old Patrimonio is 
hoping to make it to the 20,000-point milestone 

ALVIN A2 


Juvic keeps lead; Murakami 1 behind 


By Musong R. Castillo 


LIPA CITY—Juvic Pagunsan shot a two-over- 
par 74 yesterday but still clung to the lead in 
the NGAP series that will determine the mem- 
bers ofthe Philippine Team to the World Ama- 
teur championship next month. 

"The 26-year-old had nines of 37-37 and, after 
270 at the Langer course of The Riviera on Tues- 
day, posted a one-stroke lead over former RP 
‘Amateur champ Artemio Murakami, 

Murakami was the only player in the 11-man 
field to crack par yesterday with a 71 (34-37) for 


a14Stotal. 

Marvin Dumandan signed for a level 72 and, 
together with his 77 in his home course, had a 
149 rally going into the final two legs of the first 
phase of the series that goes to Tat Filipinas to- 
day and the Alabang Country Club tomorrow. 

Michael Bibat, the sixth placer in the recent 
Putra Cup, rebounded from a 78 in the first day 
with a 73 fora 151 total, with former jungolf ace 
JR Tanpinco running fifth at 152 after a 74. 

‘The NGAP is using this series to name the 
three players that will go to Puerto Rico in the 
third week of October, looking for consistency 


more than anything else as the Philippines bat- 
tles the best in the world. 

Four more rounds are scheduled next week at 
venues still to be announced. 

Reigning RP champ Jun Bernis continued to 
disappoint, shooting an 80 in the second round af- 
tera 77 Tuesday to be in seventh with a 157 total. 

Former caddies champion Jay Bayron (78) 
and Boyet Saragoza (77) were tied for sixth at 
155, with Gene Bondoc turning in a second 
straight 79 for 158 like Erwin Vinluan (77). 

Jungolfer Laurence Negrido turned in an 83 
and brought up the rear with a 165 total. 


А READER asked: "How sure are we that a 
gold medal awaits us in the 2008 Bejing 
Olympics?" 

‘There's no such thing asa sure thing. 

Nothings sure in this world except death and 
tax. You die because you are as imperfect as е 
‘world, God has made it that way and, therefore, 
only God can unmake what He's made. 

Taxis Мез shadow, as inseparable to us as ће 
thread to a needle, the shabu to an addict. 

‘Another thing thats as sure as the sun rises in 
the east every moming is, no one leaves this 
world alive. 

‘Thus, who said all boxers sent by Cuba would 
end up gold medalists in Athens? 

They may be the acknowledged masters of 
the sport for many Olympiads now but that 
doesn't mean they'll win everything they aspire 
forin the Olympics all the time, 

‘One Thai, who named his son Athens before. 
flying to the Olympiad, had burst the Cuban 
bubble and won the welterweight gold. That 
was a shocker? 

Not tome. It may have shocked Cuba, but not 
me, 

Who would have thought Jasmin Figueroa 
‘would defeat the reigning European champion 
from Italy in the very first round of archery com- 
petitions? 

"That was a shocker, too? 

Oops, again, not to me. It may have shocked 
Italy and all of Europe even, but not me. 

And who would have thought America 
‘would lose the basketball gold? 

Did it also shock you to see the NBAdaced 
American team lose its Olympic ttle? 

‘Again, don't look at me. That, too, was not a 
shocker 


Guarantee 


К = 
ALS. Mendoza * 


The rule of life is, even the best of the best on 
paper can lose and the worse of the worst can. 
win, 

‘The small can defeat the big as proved by 
‘Viemam’s victory over America in the Viemam 
War. 

Anyone who doesn't believe in flukes cannot 
believe in anything, even in GMAS legendary 
ability to tum things around even in the most 
difficult of situations—such as the current fiscal 
crisis besetting her administration. 

1 will never dispute the fact that all our 16 
Olympians went to Athens fully prepared, physi- 
cally and mentally Ies just that the rest of the 
competitors from around the world were just as 
prepared as we were. 

Yes, 1 believe Eric Buhain when he said: ‘Al- 
ways, there's no guarantee for succes, especial- 
Iyin the Olympics.” 

Eric has been to two Olympic Games, not 
winning any medal but twice breaking his 
Philippine records in butterfly in 1988 in Seoul 
and in 1992 in Barcelona, respectively. Before 
1992, he won six gold medals in the 1991 SEA 
Games to become the toast of the Games. He 
coached our swimmers in the 2000 Sydney 
Olympics and, a year later, became PSC chair. 

"One can only do so much," said Eric. "The 
very best will surely be there. You are the best in 


SPECTATOR 


your county or you wont be sent to the 
Olympics. When the best of the best clash in the 
Olympics, victory becomes merely an incidental 
commodity It is the bare that ensues among 
the best of the best that makes the Olympic 
competition almost an ап, if not already an art 
inise" 

" Few peóple appreciate the fact that in the 
Olympics, all participants winners and losers 
alike—are- worthy of our adulation, lusty 
cheers. Thus, the loser deserves as much ap- 
plause as the winner. Yes, you don't really win a 
silver in the Olympics but instead, you lose the 
gold. But in ending up with the silver, your ef- 
fort could sil be worth the gold you had hoped 
to win. 

1 cant blame Eric Bubain, the youthful chair 
cf the Philippine Sports Commission, if he says 
his hear bleeds when he sees, ees, his country- 
men giving our 16 Olympians the cold-shoulder 
treatment when they came home from Athens 
empty-handed. Being an athlete himself—a 
‘much bemedalled one at that—he sure, knows, 
the feeling. 

“I can feel it,” said Eric, who came home 
from Athens battered but never bewildered 
and nursing a bad cold from the daily grind 
he had had to do shadowing our athletes. 
“And just the thought of it, I feel like fighting 
back tears. Our athletes, all 16 of them, they 
really gave it their best shot. Not one among 
them quit, пог even when imminent danger 
was at hand, such as in the case of both 
Geisler and Rivero. Even without a medal to 
show, we must still applaud them. They did 
their best and if only for that alone, they did 
the country proud." 

‘Truly, medal or no medal, valor is priceless. 


Canlas is the tallest at 6 foot, followed 
by Cruz at 6.3 and Panganiban and Clar- 
avall, both 6-2. Sy is the smallest at 5-8 
while Villame and Raneses are both 5-9. 
The Burlingto: 
headed by Pete and Ruddy Tan, president 
and general manager, respectively, is aware 
of the tough road that lies ahead for the 
Johny Tam-mentored squad. 
“Man-for-man we are really weak, but if 


AUGUST DELACRUZ. 


we play as a team then we could perform. 
creditably,” said Tam, who is being assisted 
by Ricardo King at the bench. 

Teodorico Perena will be the team man- 
ager of the RP.Burlington Youth leaving on 
Saturday for the tournament. 

{We are pot expecting a lofty finish. We 
just want the players to give everything for 
flag and country” said the Tans, the team's 
biggest supporters in the past few years. 


m socks. management, 


SPORTSWATCH - 


Ateneo sweeps La Salle Greenhills 
ATENEO swept La Salle Greenhills Sunday to bag the Milo SBP 
(Small Basketeers Philippines) and Passerelle titles. The Blue Ea- 
lets claimed the Passerelle crown by subduing the Baby Archers, 
51-46, before exacting a 56-54 win for the SBP title. Both games will 
be alred on Sept. 11, from 5 to 8 p.m., on Solar Sports TV. 


RP women cagers dump Vietnamese 
SINGAPORE—Smarting from a close defeat to Malaysia, the Philip- 
pines routed Vietnam, 101-76, Tuesday in the 5th Women's Southeast 
Asian Basketball (Seaba) Championship at the Toah Indoor Sports Hall 
here. Joan Napales led the Philippines with 26 points. "I am confident. 
that our ladies can take on any team here," said delegation head Cristy 
Ramos of the squad sent here by the ВАР. 


SSC-Cavite repulses Balfour 

CAVITE City Mayor Toti Paredes’ San Sebastian College-Cavite squad 
downed Balfour Beatty, 83-79, Tuesday in the quarterfinal round of the 
‘7th Danny Espiritu Cup at the Villamor gym. Homer Go's Homer Cagers 
‘trounced Lito Alvarez's Air 21, 99-89, in the second game of the tourney 
‘organized by NBDL in honor of sportsman-businessman Danny Espiritu. 


SMC All-Stars grace Dulag town fiesta 
DULAG, Leyte—in connection with the 409th fiesta celebration of this 
coastal town south of Tacloban City, the SMC All-Stars basketball team. 
heid several activities as part of the sports development program of May- 
or Timmy Safio. The SMC All-Stars is hosted by hermana mayorlawyer 
Jeatte Palabrica. Guest speaker during the affair was Games and Amuse- 
ments Board Commissioner Emmanuel Palabrica, Salven L. Lagumbay 


5 entries pace 7-Stag derby series 
COMPETITION heats up in the second leg of the NCA 7-Stag derby se- 
ries after only five participants came out undefeated in last Tuesday's 
3-Stag prelims. The bets of Bacolod-native Boy Velez and Julle Santia- 
go, Gerry Ramos, Joe Laureno and Jet Fernando and Sons, Efren Can- 
las and ito Ynares were tied with 3 wins apiece. The winners of the 
second leg will be decided in the 4-stag finals at 5 p.m. today. The der- 
by is hosted by Raymond Velayo and Biboy Enriquez. 


New hackfight format at PCC 

PASAY City Cockpit's new hackfight format (2-cock ulutan) will resume 
‘on Sunday, with participants who will score two wins guaranteed P6,000 
‘each. The new format will be held every Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday. For inquiries, contact 843-1890, 843-1746 and 816-6750. 


3-on-3/5-on-5 tilt at Rizal pool 

THE PASA water polo committee will hold the 3-on-3/5-on-5 age group. 
championships on Sept. 11-12 at the Rizal Memorial pool as final tryouts 
for the national men, boys (18 and under) and girls (18 and under) teams. 
that will compete in three important tournaments. Interested parties may 
contact Ed San Pedro at 404-0864 every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 
Also slated is the 1st Cebu City Mayor's Water Polo Cup on Oct. 14-16. 


OFFROAD 
Noel Bartolome tries to extricate his racing machine out of a mud 
pit on the way to ruling a 4x4 tournament in Pampanga recently, 


Camel moto returns; 
3 Visayas legs slated 


Jovie Saulog, Jolet Jao, Emie 
Leongson and Glen Aguilar, earned 
their spurs during the Camel-spon- 
sored motocross series from 1985 
t0 1998. 

Falco said the leading Filipino 
rider in the Pro 125 category after 
the Roxas and Bacolod legs will 
eam the right to represent the 
country in the 2004 FIM Asian Su: 
percross Championships to be held 
іл Macau on Oct. 30-31. 

FIM Asian Motocross and En- 
duro Commission president Macky 
Carapier said Filipino riders are 
ranked highly in Asia and "their 
participation in Macau will be one 
of the event's attractions.” 

He lauded Camel for its decision 
to support motocross again. 

Aside from the Manila-based 
ShellYamaha and Caltex teams, 
the other teams will come from La 
Union, Bulacan, Tacloban, Bacolod, 
Dumaguete, Iloilo, Ormoc, Cebu 
and Mindanao. 

For inquiries about the mo- 
tocross series, call Carapiet at 0917- 
8992363. 


CAMEL, which became synony: 
mous with motocross in the early 
"805 until the late '90s, makes its 
much-awaited return by staging 
three motocross events beginning 
Sept. 19 in the Visayas. 

Dubbed as the Camel Supercross 
‘Championship Series, the event to 
be organized by the National Mo- 
torcycle Sports and Safety Associa- 
tion (Namssa) and sanctioned by 
the Federation Intemationale de 
Motorcycliste (FIM) will be held in 
Roxas City on Sept. 19, Bacolod 
City on Oct. 10 and Iloilo City on 
Now. 28 

Expected to take centerstage 
during the three-part Camel series 
are the star-studded Shell-Yamaha 
and Caltex Revtex teams. 

“We are happy to be part of the 
Camel Supercross circuit in 2004," 
said Camel brand marketing man- 
ager Edward Cruz, adding this 
year's series will mark the 15th year 
‘of Camel's support to motocross. 

Namssa president Ken Falco not- 
ed that most of the country’s lead- 
ing motocross riders, including 


Senate to boost ... „ә 


barrel to the SEAG "to save the na- 
tion from embarrassment and keep 
its international commitment.” 

He said he would present a reso- 
lution to President Arroyo, through 
the Department of Budget and Man- 
agement, to earmark 10 percent of 
the Р25 million that was slashed 


from each of the congressmen's 
countryside development fund. 

"The organizers of the SEA Games 
have estimated the SEAG budget to 
reach P1 billion, with most of it go- 
ing to the operational expenses and 
the repair of facilities. With a report 
from Michael Lim Ubac 


CHRIS Nelson (left) and Eric Carandang lead 
last Friday's launch of the 2004 Marlboro Red 
Racing School at the World Trade Center on 
Roxas Boulevard, 


MARLBORO RACING 


Fresh search 
for five F-1 
fanatics on 


DRIVING track-worthy italian race cars, tak- 
ing race tips from world-champion drivers 
and chilling out at the epicenter of Ferrari 
kingdom in Italy. 

‘To topitall riding at break-neck speeds of 300 
‘phon the fastest mode of transportation on four 
wheels: a special two-seater Formula-1 car 

No school offers this once in-alifetime experi- 
ence other than the Marlboro Red Racing School 
(MRRS), which isin the process of choosing the 
second batch of five Filipinos who will be re- 
warded with racing's ultimate thrill. 

“Marlboro has been associated with racing 
fora long time,” said managing director Chris 
Nelson of Philip Morris Philippines Manufac- 
turing Inc. (РМРМІ). 

"And so the thrust of this type of event i to 
give people a chance to go to Italy and drivea 
Ferrari, an experience that only a very few, 
excluding myself, will ever have.” 

The first batch of five Filipinos who went 
through the bump and grind of last year's 
Manila qualifiers spent four days in Italy last 
July and came back with stories that dreams 
are made of. 

‘The thrill to end all thrills was riding a For- 
mula-1 two-seater with no less than F1 
drivers behind the wheels and navigating the 
Fiorano circuit at an average speed of more 
than 300 kph. 

To get a slot at this year's MRRS, applicants 
mustbe a Filipino citizen residing in ће 
Philippines, 18 years or older as of August 23, 
2004, a smoker, have a valid Philippine driv- 
er's license and be of sound mind and body. 

Interested applicants who satisfy the re- 
quirements may get their MRRS sign-up 
forms from selected key accounts and roving 
MRRS promo booths located in selected out- 
lets and venues nationwide. 

A total of 120 finalists will be chosen to 
participate in the Marlboro Red Racing 
Philippines National Finals scheduled be- 
tween Oct. 18 and 24—a three-day activity 
which will combine classroom training, 
hands-on carting sessions and a number of 
team-building activities. 

‘The top-five highest scorers will be select- 
ed to form the second Philippine contingent 
tothe MRRS in Italy. 

“We want to expand on what we did last year 
by making more people aware that there is this 
typeof once-in-a-lifetime chance,” said Nelson. 
“The first batch was so impressed and thrilled. 

“Well just try to build on the experiences. And 
Tthink that will help to promote the school" 

Added Eric Carandang, PMPMI's market- 
ing director: “Beside the skills, we look for 
somebody with the passion who values team 
work and enjoys the company of other people 
because when they go to Italy, they will be 
‘meeting people from other countries.” 

Last year’s batch was composed of a 
restaurateur, two businessmen, a sales and 
marketing manager and a musician—a testa- 
ment to the diversity of Team Marlboro 
Philippines and proof that anybody who 
‘wants to join has a chance as good as others. 

“The dream of F1 in Italy is within every- 
body's reach,” said Nelson. “It's not only for 
those who are experts in driving or those who 
have experience in driving. It's for those who 
have a dream.” 


Alvin takes... 


From page A20 
and further extend his number of consecutive 
games played now running at 590. 

Pardo said the team needs another player to 
‘complement Raymundo and Limpot in the middle. 

An Inguiter source said the Hotdogs аге eye- 
ing either Omanzie Rodriguez of FedEx or Red 
Bulls Enrico Villanueva to fill the vacuum in the 
ar 


jeanwhile, FedEx-Air21 chair Bert Lina has 
expressed desire to help the Basketball Associa- 
tion of the Philippines and the PBA form a viable 
partnership for the sake of the national team in 
future intemational events. 

A highly reliable source said Lina, owner of the 
FedEx Express, is willing to spearhead negotia- 
tions between the BAP and PBA in forming a 
competitive team not only for the Asian Games 
but also for the ABC championships as well. 

Two Olympic slots are up for grabs in the ABC. 

In another development, Talk 'N Text has 
signed former University of Santo Tomas stand- 
ош Nino бей to a one-year deal. 


vs Agassi 
in quarters 


NEW YORK—Four days of rest in between US 
Open matches might have been just what 
Roger Federer needs as he takes the court on 
Wednesday for a quarterfinal encounter 
against Andre Agassi. 

“I have enough days off,” said Federer, who 
benefited from a walkover in the round of 16. 
"Now I'll be a hundred percent physically so 
thatisan advantage. 

“Iwill be a tough match,” said Federer. 

The Swiss has won the last three meetings 
between the two tennis giants after Agassi 
captured the first three. 

‘The last time they met was in the final in In- 
dian Wells earlier this year with Federer com- 
ing outon top, 4-6, 6-3, 6-4. 

“lr is definitely nice to play him, especially 
in New York,” Federer said. 2 

“It’s going to be a good contrast—me trying 
to mix it up and him trying to not overpower 
me but kind of, you know, always get a hit, hit 
itharder, longer and stronger until I go away" 

Federer has won three of the past five 
Grand Slams but this isthe major that has giv- 
еп him the most trouble as he has lost in the 
fourth round each of the last three years. 

“T've never really played the real big match- 
ез here at the Open, especially night sessions," 
Federer said. 

Federer is attempting to become the first 
man to win three Grand Slam titles in one 
year since Sweden's Mats Wilander in 

1988. AFP 


PLAYING in the wake of the theatrical Caprlati-Williams match, 
Andy Roddick clinically dismisses Spain's Tommy Robredo. кулм 


ably, Serena Williams was robbed 


ofa point by an umpire's mistake 

atthe US Open, just like her sister 
_iasat Wimbledon 

Lo СӘ dehappenedin the opening game 

Т 7^ of the third set between Williams 


and Jennifer Capriati, who went on to win 
T their Open quarterfinal, 2-6, 6-4, 6-4, Tuesday 


"Tm very angry and bitter right now. I felt. 
‘chested, Shall 1 go on? 1 just feel robbed,” a 
‘composed Williams said, laughing a bit. “At first, 

thought it was another Wimbledon conspira- 


СЯ 
In the semifinals, the eighth-seeded Capriati 


с: "will face No. 6 Elena Dementieva of Russia, who 


outlasted No. 2 Amelie Mauresmo of France, 4- 
6,6-4, 7-6 (1), in a match marred by 24 double- 
faults, 82 unforced errors, 36 break points, and 
14 service breaks. 

‘Williams-Capriati, full of theatrics, was fol- 


erena bows out 


ko. NEW YORK—Unfaily unbeliev- 


lowed in Arthur Ashe Stadium by defending 
champion Andy Roddick’s 6-3, 6-2, 6-4 win over 
Spain's Tommy Robredo. Roddick hasn't 
dropped a set on the way to the quarterfinals, 
where he faces No. 28 Joachim Johansson of 
Sweden, who defeated Michael Lodra of 
France, 62,63, 62. 

Earlier, 2001 Open winner Lleyton Hewitt of 
Australia beat Karol Beck, 6-4, 6-2, 6-2, for his 
14% consecutive win, and Tommy Haas of Ger- 
many beat Tomas Berdych of the Czech Repub- 
lic, 7-6 (6), 6-1, 7-5. 

‘Capriati played superbly, without a doubt, but 
what always will be remembered is the miscue 
by chair umpire Mariana Alves of Portugal. She 
awarded the point to Capriati after Williams hita 
backhand that landed in—and was ruled good 
by the line judge. 

*1 don't need to see the replay. I know my 
shots. Not only was it in, it wasn't even near the 
line,” said Williams, who couldn't defend her 
2002 Open title because of left knee surgery that 
forced her to miss eight months. . АР 
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Government Warning: 
Cigarette Smoking is Dangerous to Your Health. 
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ATOMO AND WEBOY BY LYRA GARCELLANO BY STEVEN PABALINAS 
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BY FRANCIS DRAKE 
YOU BORN TODAY: You have a fine, discriminating mind. You can't resist a challenge because you find it re- 
warding and satisfying to constantly prove yourself. Your intelligent, introspective nature makes you romanti- 
cally appealing to others. (You're very private.) It's important to maintain your self-respect in all things. The 
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ш will perform їп а se- 
ries of mall shows in 
and out of Metro 
Manila to promote 
their latest self-titled 
CD album, produced 
by Octave Music and 
sold at leading music 
retail shops. 

The series kicks off 
on Saturday, Sept. 
11, at the Araneta 
Square in Monumen- 
to, Caloocan City. 

The groups tour 
will also cover SM 
North Edsa on Sept 
18; Malabon Citi- 
square, Sept. 19; SM 
Marilao, Sept. 2 
SM Bacoor, Sept. 25; 
SM Southmall, Sept. 
26; SM Fairview, 
Sept. 30. 

SM Sucat, Oct, 2; 
SM Damariñas, Oct. 
3; SM Davao, Oct. 
SM Cebu, Oct. 9; SM 
Iloilo, Oct. 10; SM 
Pampanga, Oct. 15; 
SM Cagayan de Oro, 
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Turn-offs on TV ~~ 


Garci recounts her 
experience with an 
admirer from be- 
yond the grave. And 
Jaycee, Parker 


themselves, instead 
of concentrating on 
the characters they're 
being paid to con- 
vincingly portray. 
‘The problem wors- 
ens when non-enter- 
tainment talents, like 
mewscasters, ао 
mistakenly believe 


claims that she's be- 
ing haunted by the 
apparitions of a de- 
capitated head. 


Mark Bautista natal day with the 
WHEN heturned 21 wards of the White 
Cross — Children's 
Home in San Juan. 


ed to celebrate his TURN-OFFS/ A15. 


OPENS SEPTEMBER 15 


STRICTLY FOR 13 YEARS OF AGE AND UP 


on the news at hand, 

Show biz lumi 
mares who proudly 
announce that they 
are pregnant without 
the benefit of mar- 
riage. 

* Mature actress- 
es who admit that 
they've fallen for 
younger men. To 
make things worse, 
most of the boy toys 
are married 

* Has-beens or in- 
significant luminar- 
ies who go on TV to 
messy fight with 
each other because 
they're kulang за 
pansin, or want to 
boost their flagging 
careers with contro- 
very and scandal. 
They pollute the 
video environment 
with their lurid and 
pathetic antics. 

Compounding 
the problem, the 
program hosts goad 
the combatants to 
greater heights of 
fury, just to make 
their shows more 
controversial. 

Lers hope that 
our young viewers 
realize that these 
erring TV talents 
and guests should 
be scored rather 
than emulated. 

Pop quiz: Who to 
you are the good 
role models on local 
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GREENBELT 2, MUSiC STYLES SAVOUR NATURE EXHIBIT 
go nEn GROOVE Greenbelt 3 Lobby, September 1 to 14 


REPERTORY PHILIPPINES presents PINOCCHIO 
at REP's GLOBE THEATER - August 7 to December 12, 2004 


TRADE HALL FOR EXHIBITS, EVENTS AND MORE! 
For inquiries and bookings, please call 750-4982 to 84. 
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‘You'll always know whats happening 
‘your favorite Ayala Cinemas. 


Every week, we'll keep you 
uptodate on the latast movies, 
upcoming releases, promotions 

а special events of Ayala Cinemas, 


the word "SUBSCRIBE" to 


MOVIE меп. 


o FREE Ayala Cinemas 


AYALA MALLS 


Lovemall! 


AYALA CINEMAS. 


at's hot and fresh. 


Make your next 
Birthday party 
а real award winner at. | 


mycnema 


The country's one B only private cinema. 


CUSTOMER SERVICE Text HORUM 09174095900 » CUSTOMER SERVICE HOTUME Gt 752.72 
Town Contor 842-2787; hrom 10am буа 
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IF YOU miss the 
Decade of Decadence 
and its music, you'll 
fall in love with the 
soundtrack of the 
movie “13 Going On 
30.” 

The album is 
packed with '80s su- 
perhits such as The 
Go-Go's "Head Over 
Heels," Rick Spring- 
filed’s “Jessie's Girl" 
Madonna's "Стату 
for You,” Pat Ве- 
natar's “Love isa Bat- 
tlefield” and others 
from Whitney Hous- 
ton, Belinda Carlisle 
and Billy Joel. 

The 13-track CD 
also contains con- 
temporary hits from 
Lillix ("What I Like 
About You”), Liz 
Phair (‘Why Can't”) 
and newcomer In- 
gram Hill, with their 
debut single “Will 1 
Ever Make It Home.” 

“13 Going On 30” 
the movie is a roman- 
tic comedy starring 
Jennifer Garner and 
Mark Ruffalo and 
wil be in Metro 
Manila theaters on 
Sept. 15. The sound- 
trackis distributed by 
Sony Music Enter- 
tainment — (Philip- 
pines) and is avail- 
able at all record 
stores nationwide. 


Turn- 
offs... 


From page A24 


The event, during 
which Mark dis- 
tributed food to the. 
kids, was sponsored 
by Nestlé Philip: 
pines and Jollibee. 

On TV Mark is 
seem regularly on 
"Asap Mania" and 
"Sarah, The Teen 
Princess" In the 
movies, he's been 
tapped to play the 
title role in “Lastik: 
man." 


Sterling Idol 
DO YOU want to be- 
come the newest 
singing or dancing 
sensation? The very 
first Sterling Cam: 
pus Idol search 
starts on Sept. 10 
with auditions at 
Santa Isabel College 
on Taft Avenue. On 
Sept, 17, auditions 
will be conducted at 
San Beda College оп 
Mendiola. — Thé 
event is being sup- 
ported by Sterling 
Notebook, Avanti 
Ballpen and Pentel 
Writing Instru- 
ments, Call 886- 
4407 for details, 
The Sterling 
Campus Idol search 
is produced by DL 
Media Focus Inter- 
national Inc, with 
TV director ("Digi- 
tal LG Quiz," "Daisy 
Siete") Pat Perez as 
overall creative di- 
rector. 


‘Beauty School’ 
AT 9 p.m. on Sept. 
19, the Discovery 
Channel screens 
“Afghan Веашу 
School,” about the 
American-funded 

Beauty Without 
Borders — training 
school that provides. 
women in 
Afghanistan access 
to a comprehensive 
educational pro- 
gram that teaches 
both the art and 
commerce of beau- 
ty-related endeav- 
ors like salons and 
distributorships. 
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OPTICAL Media Board Chair Edu Manzano 
denied pointing a gun at sellers of VCDs and 
DVDs during a raid at the Virra Mall in Green- 
hills last week, refuting allegations by Virra 
Mall director Claire de la Fuente. 

*] just want to straighten the facts,” Edu 
said іл a recent gathering with the entertain- 
ment press. "Walang malaking gulo. There. 
мете agitators. But it's not true that I or any of 
the agents who went to Virra Mall with me 
pointed a gun at anyone. 

"Members of the Special Action Force car- 
ried guns, but they didn't point them at any- 
one," he said. “The men were there mainly to 
secure the perimeter." 

Edu said the raid happened on the malls 
second floor. "But some of the men went up. 
the third floor by mistake," he added. "Kin- 
uyog sila doon (They were mobbed there)." 


1 HAVE always known Cesar 
"Buboy" Montano to be a gentle- 
man, so I'm not inclined to be- 
lieve what Erwin Tulfo has been 
blabbering about him. 

1 remember the time I was at 
Buboy's place in Bohol. He texted 
my beau (without my knowledge), 
‘who was with me in Bohol, to take 
good care of me. I was so touched 
when he showed me Buboy's mes- 
sage. Thats how much ofa gentle- 
man he s. 

‘The issue between Buboy and 
Erwin was triggered by ABS-CBN 
entertainment reporter Nina Cor- 
puzs interview with Buboy for "TV 
Patrol,” which is already a non-is- 
sue as far as Buboy and even Nina. 
are concerned. The actor allegedly 
told Nina, "Gusto mo buntisin din 
kita?” 

“1 have already apologized to 


that. 


shoot 


were all in jest. 


group of cinemas movie 


Textus your feedback: inquirer ent rame/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Edu: 1 didn't point a SU Mat anyone 


Edu said seven persons were injured dur- 
ing the incident, including six agents of the 
OMB. One agent was hit in the head with a 
steel pipe, he said. The injured were treated 
at the nearby Cardinal Santos Memorial Med- 
ical Center on Wilson Street. 

“Its illegal to sell pirated materials in malls 
and Claire admitted to knowing that the 
mall's tenants were selling them,” Edu said. 
"Virra Mall is notorious for that. We had no 
choice but to do it (raid)." 

Former singer De la Fuente, who is also a 
bus operator, is one of the directors of an asso- 
ciation of tenants in Greenhills. She also rents 
out stalls. 

De la Fuente was quoted in earlier inter- 
views as saying she "pities" the tenants whose 
shops were “ransacked” by the OMB. She also 
claimed that Edu's OMB agents had pointed 
gunsat the tenants, 

But Edu insisted that De la Fuente is aware 


The Buboy I know is a gentleman 


Nina,” Buboy said. "We're okay 
now. Things were just blown out of. 
proportion. When she came to in- 


that her tenants ell pirated materials, 

“Was she there during the raid?" Edu said. 
“She went out of the mall. She didn't look ha- 
rassed.” 

He said the OMB is offering rewards of as 
much as P500,000 for any information that 
could help the agency in its fight against pira- 


He said that despite threats, he is deter- 
mined to continue the fight against the piracy 
of optical media, especially now that the OMB 
has been achieving positive results. 

"Retail sales (of original video discs) are 
up,” he claimed. 

Six months since President Macapagal-Ar- 
тоуо appointed 
admitted that he's "so so tired. 

“Fortunately I have able people who are al- 
ways willing to assist me,” he said. “They say 
the agents feel better when I'm around during 
the raids.” 


to be the one to put the boxing 
gloves on him. But there was a TV 
crew there. | didn't want it to tur 
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WHAT GUN? “There were agitators, but no gun-pointing,” says Edu. 


terview me on the set, we were 
about to shoot a scene so | was sur- 
prised to see her there with a cam- 
era and a mike to interview me on 
the spot. Vhong Navarro, who was 
in the scene with me, can attest to 


“Twas ina playful mood because 
my adrenaline was high, so wala 
siyang nakuhang matino па sagot 
sa akin. 1 meant no malice. I just 
could not focus on the interview 
because my mind was on the 


He said his answers to Nina 


‘The strange thing is, Erwin has 
not stopped his Buboy-bashing 
long after matters have been 
ironed out between Buboy and Ni- 
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into a circus. 

"The president of ABS-CBN, Mr. 
Gito Alejandro, called and told me 
to go to his office. He wanted Er- 
win and me to settle things there. 
Out of respect, I went to see him. 


ma. Buboy tried to keep his cool 
‘and just ignored Erwin's lambast- 
ing. But everybody has a saturation 
point so you can't blame Buboy if 
ће challenge Erwin to a fist fight. 

“| just wanted to get it over 
with,” Cesar said, "because he's 
been hitting me below the belt on 
radio and TV Even Sunshine is 
stressed out, when she has just giv- 
en birth to our second baby. 

“1 got to the gym ahead of him. 1 
wanted just the two of us to be 


there, even ifirmeantI would һауе Buboy. 


LOCAL television is rife with bad role mod- 
els young viewers shouldn't emulat 

Aging macho hosts or comedians who 
still talk and behave like randy teenagers. 
They treat women like sex objects, insult con- 
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Erwin arrived at the gym after I 
lef. He had many bodyguards and 
even his brothers were with him. I 
wasallalone. 

“L don't know why he keeps in- 
sisting that 1 have a lot of body- 
guards. When we finally got to 
talk, all he said was he has nothing 
to apologize for.” 

Ifan apology is too much to give 
ог too much to ask for, the least 
that Erwin can do is acknowledge 
his character assassination of 


Turn-offs on TV 


VIEWFINDER 


Nestor U. Torre 


testants’ looks or accented speech, crack off- 
color jokes, and generally disrespect every- 
body except themselves. 

ө Talents who feel so at home on TV that 
they behave as lazily and sloppily on the tube 
as they do in their own homes. 

The results are very off-putting, and view- 
ers feel that their own families’ standards of 
acceptable behavior are being rudely chal- 
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Nina told me that she’s cool 
about it, so why is Erwin still mak- 
ing a big fuss, when he's nota part 
of the issue to begin with? 

Туе known Buboy since he was 
working as a utility man for Baby № 
Pascual’s production outfit many 
years ago. To this day, Buboy has 


С Shangri-la Plaza 


ees 


TULFO 


remained humble and kind. His 
fellow Boholanos have nothing but 
superlatives for him. These are the 
people who really know Buboy in- 
side out. 

feedback, — email 
friends elpueblo@yahoo.com ог 
dollyarine@truefaithband.com 


lenged. 

So, what's to stop them from switching off 
their TV sets and zapping the offending tal- 
ents out of video existence? Why, nothing at 
alll 

* Show biz celebrities turned TV hosts 
who use their programs to defend themselves. 
when they get involved in controversies, or to 
hit their rivals in the biz. 

This excessively personal and subjective 
use of their programs reduces their effectivity 
as hosts in a major way, so dissatisfied viewers 
can't be blamed for looking elsewhere for less 
irritatingly self-serving "entertainment." 

© Sexy starlets who blame their going the 
way of all flesh on poverty, lack of education 
and exploitation by others, and never on their 
own laziness, desire to get rich quick, and lack 
of scruples. 

Guests involved 
in controversies who 
stoutly claim that 
they аге "victims" 
who are merely 
forced by their supe- 
riors to do the deeds 
that have gotten 
them іп trouble. 
Whatever happened 
to free will, and “the 
buck stops here"? 

e Stars who are so 
dazzled by their al- 
leged fame and beau- 
ty that they call too 
much attention to 
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Big hike in diesel prices seen next week 


By Ronnel W. Domingo panies who import their prod- He appealed to Petron and Shell, rel in August from $34.65 in July howto implement the increases." 


ucts, gasoline prices could go up who have between them 80 percent (including the cost of freight, pre- id thi 
CONSUMERS should brace for another round of weekly py47 centavosa йш Wille diesel ofthe local petroleum mares, tobe кера; ры] кеу Ae 
increases in pump prices of petroleum products, with the could go up P2.14a liter. sensitive to consumers’ plight and . Concepcion added that he was weeks, when pump prices in- 
adjustment seen hitting as high as P2.14a liter for diesel Ви for Peron Corp. and lip. not follow the price increases ex. optimistic that crude oil prices creased four times. i 
and 47 centavos for gasoline. inas Shell Corp, hesaid thelocal re- pected ofthe importers. .  havepeakedandthatincreasesin During the period, gasoline and 
Raui Concepcion, char the pri price increase will be staggered fiers were expected to raise diesel — Concebcion said that the price October would be moderate. diesel prices jumped at а range of 
Fea re ha Olpe. weekly and will take effect every prices by 91 centavos a lier but ofimported gasoline increased by — Fernando L. Martinez, chair of 30 to 50 centavos for a total of 
watch, said the price increases could Monday thereafter" he said. Slash безе pricesby 63 centavos. — $4.98 to $51.50 a barrel in Au- the Independent Philippine P1.45 and P1.60 a liter respectively 
be implemented ininstallments that Concepcion added that йе. Concepcion explained that 70 gust from $46.52 in July Prices of Petroleum Companies Associ Roberto Kanapi, Shell's general 
e mememe Monday. pending on the movement of percentofPetronandShellssup- imported diesel increased by tion, wasin araremood of agree- manager for extemal айай, said 
wth aceordanee with the agree- prices of crude oil and finished plies were produced locally with $5.41 to $51.66 іп August from ment with Concepcion. the oil companies have not fully re- 
ment among President Macapa- products, the weekly increases Middle Eastern crude while 30 $46.25 in July. 5 | “Heismoreor ess correctinhis covered increased cost inthe world 
gal-Arroyo, Energy SecretaryVin- would be calibrated. percent were imported from the The price of Dubai crude in- estimates,” Martinez said. "The market and that they wanted to 
cent Perez Jr. and the СОРИ; the Не said that for local oil com- regional refineries. creased by $3.90 to $38.55 а bar- only question now is when and have this reflected in local prices. 


Body to audit 
gov't debts 
pushed 


A UNIVERSITY of the Philippines-based 
think-tank yesterday called for creation of a 
body that would audit public sector debts: 
while the party-list Anakpawis filed in 
Congress a resolution to probe allegations of 
irregularities in the books of cash-strapped 
National Power Corp. 

‘The moves came in the wake of concerns 
over the current national fiscal crisis and ris- 
ing power costs. 

"The Freedom from Debt Coalition urged 
lawmakers to pass House Joint Resolution 
No. 0002, which provides for the creation ofa 
Congressional Commission on Debt. 

FDC said it supported the resolution and was 
helping gather support from across party lines. 

FDC vice president Wilson Fortaleza said in a 
statement that each day of delay in auditing 
public debts meant increased principal and in- 
terest payments that taxpayers would shoulder. 

“In 2005, (Filipinos) will be paying a total 
of P646 billion for debt payments, both prin- 
cipal and interest,” Fortaleza said. "This trans- 
lates to P1.7B a day" 

He added that if the debt problem was not ad- 
dressed, the government by next year would be 
Jefe with only P1,900 per person alloted for health, 
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Srock MARKET PEN | The elevator ride Is quick but you 


сап hardly wait. Your excitement mounts 
because you know first-class play amenities 23 
plus a four-level mall are waiting for you da = 
downstalrs—a revolutionary concept са 
only found at One Central Park. 
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Grab a limited edition shirt. 

Order a piping hot serving of cappuccino. 
Savor a mouth-watering seafood set. 
Relax in a landscaped garden at the podium. 
х Y Splash with the klds at the lap pool. 
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Stockshit52-monthhigh |. H i б : р Get a golden tan at the sunbathing deck. 


SHARE prices closed up 3.39 i 1 TS Go ahead, embark on a journey of 
t percent yesterday, hitting a 52- н T 


WDDMBB7DH1 23678 


month high as both foreign and iB , ite алб инт KON CN DER 
local investors continued com- L Y Me " 2 | Anyway, all it takes to get there is just 
ing Into the market to pick up i j 4 а push of that button. 
still cheap stocks, dealers said. ZB Ў 
They sald the upturn on Wall Street 
overnight and a renewed interest In Asian 
markets also helped lit sentiment, allowing 1 a - 
the market to extend recent sharp palns. 100 d м ТЕ ol coches 
The Philippine Stock Exchange compos- s У 1 
ite Index rose 56.69 points to 1,728.45 after 
trading between 1,673.25 and 1,731.53. 
This was the highest closing level since 
April 12, 2000, when it closed at 1,744.77 i 
points i 1 www.eastwood-properties.com 
Volume was 4.9 billion shares worth P1.9 f { - йыр bares 
billion after 8.38 billion shares and P1.19 Н For inquiries, с! 421-4243 ог а Е 
billion on Tuesday. : : Eastwood City Information Centre/Grand Showroom (above Celadon), Exe Майер A 


Gainers outnumbered losers 87 to 13, Eastwood City, E. Rodriguez, Jr. Ave. (C-5), Quezon City Eastwood Property Holdings, Inc. 
with 31 stocks unchanged. АР ы 
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Trip tease Opec to raise price target 
IT'S about confidence. 2 ти spend for the OFFICIAL 
The government says this t family outing? Nobody knows. 
country is facing a fiscal crisis. BREAKTIME Stil, according to the Mala. By Abigail L. Ho 


Business says the only way out aes, {ЖД cafiang spokesperson, the relatives 


of the crisis is for us to build... well, “sf of Gloriaetta spent their own mon- SYDNEY, Australia—Taking note 


‘confidence. Conrado R. 77 ey for the OFFICIAL China tip. It of the changing economic land- С 
Tes really abouta firm, resolute урау JIL о А ораса. lace scape and the effects of geopoliti- Congress 
belief in our own future. d And so Gloriaetta must again Cal issues on world oil prices, the Я 

‘And the question in business is рау, our government is even get- change her tune. Organization of Petroleum Export- à "MN 
this: Are we actually building up _ ting ready to tax us to death. Earlier, she announced a ban ing Countries is exploring the pos- { 
in ourselves that kind of confi- E on foreign trips for public offi. sibility of raising its target range of 4 
dence? Hardly! ‘SURE, our government officials сап cials. It now turns out thatshe did Oil prices to $22-$28 a barrel. 

‘Sure, our political leaders tell conte up with all sorts of gimmicks. пог mean it. Purnomo Yusgiantoro, Opec 
us that we have to do something They can even explain away trips According to the Palace President and secretary general, 
drastic. Cut the pork barrel! No to China as being funded by their spokesperson, foreign trips Said in a news briefing here yes- 
more trips abroad! Turn off the own money Sure, we believe them. would be allowed, if the public terday that increasing the target 
aircon! Donate your dentures! Malacafiang is now stumbling officials would spend their own Price band to reflect recent 

As ifon cue, as media floods us all over the place to deflect the толеу. worldwide developments was 
with worthless talk about “aus- media flak away from Gloriaetta’s The spokesperson, however, for- One of the key items on the agen- 
terity” and all that, our lawmak- recent OFFICIAL tripto China. got to say that we, the taxpayers, dato be taken up by the cartel in 
ers start to make noise about China, of course, is selling to this actually know very well, just exact- next week’s meeting in Vienna, 
keeping their pork. cute administration the mucho ly how and where people in gov- _ He admitted that Opec's $22- 

So much for confidence! ‘overpriced project called North Rail, ernment get “their own” money, $28 range, which the group соп. market saw an unexpected spike world oil prices. 

fv costing out bankrupt government E sidered "reasonable, has not іп ой prices, hitting unprecedent- Geopolitical or "mon-funda- 
FOR the body language of ourpo- roughly P1 billion per kilometer. SO there you have the confidence been revised in four years and ed levels of $50 a barrel. mental” issues, which go beyond 
litical leaders, in the executive And so Gloriaetta could not building strategy of this cute ad- had not factored in пем develop- — The benchmark Dubai crude, the basic supply-and-demand 
and in the legislative, delivers a help but make an OFFICIAL trip ministration. It says one thing ments, like the general increase which Philippine oil refiners used balance, had driven prices up 
different message from what they to that country. Since it was an and does another. Aside from in inflation as well as the depreci- ` in pricing their petroleum prod- these past months by between 
preach in media. OFFICIAL trip, she had to bring- that, it also changes its tune, ation of the US dollar. ucts, zoomed past the $4l-a-bar- $10-$15 a barrel, he said. 

That is only expected ofthis cute ing along some relatives. rather quickly. He declined to reveal the pro- rel mark, beating record highs set “What we're saying is that if the 
administration "of  Gloriaeza, "Thats why media sort of teased At one time, this cute adminis- Posed target range, saying the fig- during the Gulf War in the early political premium of between $10 
Which has а long track record of thePalaceaboutthe OFFICIAL Chi- tration was supposed to have Ures were still being studied by the "90s, the United States-led waron and $15 рег barrel did not exist in 
telling us one thing, and then do- па trip of Gloriaetta, Did she really asked our beloved lawmakers to Opec's long-term strategy team. Iraq and past Opec output сш. the market, if we remove the non- 
inganother. have to bring along her clan? give upa little of their pork. А decision should be out by _ Yusgiantoro,aswithenergyof- fundamentals, then we hope that 

But now, even the lawmakers Well, according to the Palace, Yesterday, we heard a new nextweek, ficials the world over, noted the prices will be going down toa level 
ате showing their slip, plus other she needed “quality time" with Malacafiang version. And that is, Jn recent months, the world effect of geopolitical issues on of $30abarrel,”he added. 
parts of their underclothing. her family. In China? well, actually, in the final analy- 


Really, they will get their pork, БЫ sis, pork helps the poor. END OF REHAB PROGRAM 


fight forit, by hook or bycrook. "AND that, ladies and gentlemen, — Malacaftang forgot that, while 

So do you think the people, was how one of the battalions of part of the pork actually goes to 1 
wise aE: талоо перинин кше еве Nenaco expects earnings of P8.1B 
sacrifice, really believe that the to justify Gloriaetta’s OFFICIAL part of it goes somewhere else, to 
government is serious about pre- trip, which included her relatives help the congressmen and the By gf; 
venting the crisis? Me too! in the entourage. senators. By Bibat L Бен 

ек How did the Malacafiang кук 
SURVEYS show that the public is spokesmen put it again? Quality THEY say one thing and then do DEBT-RIDDEN shipping firm Ne- eration and properly maintained, help in resuscitating operations 
keine cones Ls conan. BE ay — Lass ты di е тесла gros Navigation Co. expects to making ita force to reckon within аз Metro Pacific Corp. said it 
ийине ии Was и» loriaetta, it was explained, was nightmare of the public about earn a total of P8.1 billion at the the domesticshipping industry. would prioritize its property and 
lowest for the year, according to working so hard, she was neglecting this cute administration, end of its proposed 10-year reha- Мепасо was also counting on infrastructure projects over its 
the Business World regular survey. her family. could almostery boss! Just the other day Gloviaetta_piltation plan. ite infusion’ oF hew'eash to keep: shioping eubeidiary. 

Well oil prices are not going to And so we were told that she declared that she does not need to” Nenaco rehabilitation receiver the vessels in good running con- Metro Paificsaid that “while it 
get any lower soon, since the up- needed to take a vacation with her be popular anymore. She already Monico V Jacob reported to the dition; a yearly minimum in- may assist in facilitating further 
send is coming from actual de- feri ы ыык нагы: О Sie ll the President Manila Regional Trial Court that crease of 2.5 percent in passage financing needed to advance the 
mand ‘or what? So that she could п other words, she can really oF the projected amount, Nenaco ticket price, a S-percent hike іп rehabilitation program, at this 

The Opec cartel has very little spend, ahh, "quality time” with become a decisive leader of this would set aside P4.3 billion to freight rates; annual increase of time it has not committed any 
todo with it. her brothers-in-law? Isthatit? country, which has some 11 mil- settle its debts. at least 5 percent in passage vol- further monies other than what 

And then this cute administration Let's not even point out that it Боп jobless and about 40 millon ` As of March this year, Nenaco ume and a maximum increase of has already been lent." 
of Gloriaena вов on record, teling маз an OFFICIAL tri, forged. poor had P2.5 billion worth of liabili- 5 percent in operating and ай. “Metro Pacific primary focus 
ie our pay is noe ee эм not exactly a family EM people now wish they сап ties of which P948 million were ministrative expenses. is to ensure the success of its 
any higher упы юк А her — outing. ide s Hever Ithink, for Gloriaetta, jn unsecured or “clean” loans and ^ Мепасо has а pending petition property and burgeoning infras- 

їй the threat of inflation (as в һе problem is one of credibility. p857,9 million were secured or with the Manila RTC for suspen- tructure investments,” the com- 
even parking fees already dou- WHAT the publicprobably wanted Isn't she the one who says опе backed by collateral. sion of debt payments anda 10- pany іп йз disclosure to the 
bled), and we don’t expect more to know was, how much did Mala- thing and does another? ‘The success of Nenaco’s rehabili- year restructuring of P2.4 billion Philippine Stock Exchange. 


DR. PURNOMO Yusgiantoro, Opec president and Indonesian 
Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources, listens to a question 
during a press conference at the I9th World Energy Congress in 
Sydney, Australia, ГА 


tation program was based on the in outstanding debt. 
and Clarissa S. Batino assumption that all of Nenacos Меласо would not be able to 
shipping vessels would be in full op- solely count on its parent firm for 
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On September В and 9, 2004 from 10:00am in A200" pm, Makati Shangri-La and MCET Ine. will transform the Rizal Ballroom into 
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sharing their experiences and vxpertise. Allow Makati Shangri-La's Events Team to introduce you to their Meetings Promise. 
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FAIRMONT Holdings Inc. transferred to the 6/F of World Trade Center 
Building, Makati City. 


z en 


DIGITAL Telecommunications Philippines Inc. said that proceeds from. 
its issuance of preferred shares will be used to finance the company's 
purchase of GSM equipment for the installation and commissioning of 
cell sites. 


Ва 


THE LISTING of additional 1,150 Philippine Long Distance Telephone 
Union dank oe nl. Со. commons shares yesterday (Wednesday) brought total shares under 


әйтү К к Мардан the company's executive stock option plan to 209,164. 
Mane Pranil сор, RO 


PCI Losing & Fin. пс. 1% T бър PETROENERGY Resources Corp. disclosed the purchase by its director, 
EM ккан. ‘10 t Helen Dee, of 32,000 shares of the company under HYDEE Management 
last Sept. 6. Compiled by Maricar D. Tolosa, PDI Research 


Body to audit... ымы 


education and social services. pushed the firm's debts from P122 
Fortaleza further urged billion in 1994 to P1.4 trillion in 
Congress to prioritize the audit of 2003. The firm's debts make up al- 
the debt service for the Bataan nu- most а fifth of consolidated public 
clear power plant and of Napocor’s sector debts of PS.4 trillion. 
“onerous” contracts with indepen- Ао yesterday, Anakpawis 
dent power producers. Rep. Crispin Beltran filed a reso- 
Built in 1984 during the ad- lution for the House committee 
ministration of Ferdinand Mar- on energy to investigate the re- 
cos, the Bataan plant was esti- ported anomalies that the Com- 
mated to cost more than $2 bil- mission on Audit found when it 
lion. The government continues examined Napocor's books. 
to pay $155,000 a day to pay for Based onthe COA report, Napoc- 
debts used to build the plant. or appeared to have about P19.48 
Data from FDC show that billion in unverified accounts, it 
Napocors contracts with IPPs said. Ronnel W. Domingo 
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иш шо шщ 
0.119863 0.145106 8.1432 10 million and up 
EE. 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING DIVISION 
Moi Опет: PASONG ТАМО, MAKATI CITY 
ентм 
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рб, AURORA BLVD. QUEZON CTY, 
m 

armani 
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LASSIFIEDS 7 


The Widest Reaching Classifieds 


PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


TRANSPORTATION 
FOR RENT 


PHYSICIAN/SURGEON 


RAPID Tx VD-STO 
и. SWEAT PIMPLES KELOD 
[ALLERGY WARTS SKIN PEEL 
18 Annapolis Greentils 
call 7276124- 25 9am-7pm 


READY FOR 
OCCUPANCY 


FORSALE 
ORLEASETO OWN 


SESDENDALÜNIS 
THRU BANK FINANCING 


UPTO TO YEARS 
1,283 Bedroom Available 


Део 


~ PLAZA 


эвен BOWES ARE WECOME 
pod 


"687-2363 
631-3929 
910-0372 


MAKATI 


VOSTD Skin Clinic Pagid 
Tx Comp Lab Те. 8179271 
Matinea 2178 P. Teno Maka 


022232289 Best Boys 


02687357 акин . THAL 
860 CBU MLA PLIN SUBIC 


ASK JOHN MALE MASSEURS 
10921)4115830 


Mr WORLD REFLEX 
62 Shaw Вис EDSA 5321851 


GNOONG Qc 410-1253 


WSOME ATHLETES 307381 


MASSAGE 0539217 ALFRED 


Mr BODY PHYSIQUE 
1A Kamias QC 4350978 


d 


PINK KAKARONG SRST 
7: 


8480 


THAI Mage Uc 0821-7589278 Man 


SINGALONG MANILA 
BedeesdygbÜbms m 
oggi ssp EHI ен 


REREXOLOGY 


AFEELS GOOD ¢127758% 


MARIKINA 
SPA Cland 9 Mit 8160151 


ака Massage 401919 Brew ABR STB 2AM 9487112 


TUTORIAL LESSONS QUEZON сту 


LANGUAGES  PiasRSQoMg М Ateneo авта Up Build as 


ри Specs Cab 6453731 


MISCELLANEOUS my 


LOGO DESIGN 7134012 JEN 
CónatST 100m 15012085129 


HOUSEHOLD JOBS т pania zs 9572508 


Trusted Maids wnat 8392490 ma 
A'A MAIDS W/ NBI 4288820 
~ р tt Bie Regt West 


бла, Bucandala, Imus 4 887 


рдү Mal, YAYA 7306750 
€ 


[2 7 


Best Maid Yaya Boy 9657004 
aa LAGUNA. 
EZ HOME AGENCY 8294243 


— 


Good їшї Yaya Boy 424652 
God se aya Cook ttt 

тр Арвад STO « зм. 
NEED MAIDS 7834813 


PACIFIC: MAIDS, ETC 
SINCE 1948 Т:7312672 


4.8M C5 Nr The Fort 
Mo or їз No nk or 
Te DP. LIPAT AGAD 248. 


QUALITY MADS 421-2828 тю Fr М 0917312225 


TRUSTWORTHY, UASPAG. шо, 
YAYA TUSOM + 7250098 


RUSH SALE CONDO 
12250 SALCEDO VILL 
SEMI-FURNISH CECILE 
э134454 / 09178946163 
ШРАТ BAHAY ————— 


зм eS den 1и шин 
"731-8833-LIPAT 


MANU 
00 LIPAT ыпты 


а Ne UST 384 аъ Зы og Bank 
vawavsuemisuen Ми UST 24M abr a sep Bank 


CHEAPLDAHAY 260424" оң ANDRES MANILA 


‘Bec webeeDsiy/aeatblgrge 
LAMüY анализы. 


NA AYALA 
rented? Va ae 
пиш wp BAM вс M 


LBAHAY 7113540 
UPAT BAHAY Tab 8052002 


PIODOTRIP 742-14-57 MANDALUYONG 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


Bnew, AFO, 1,2 & 3Вата, 230 Up, 
сил | Тея, МЫТ 


16M Ortigas Avenue 
Resort Type, ei Cs 
2488, Pine. lio DP 10. 


ти "Dens 09172323 


но! Income Property 
Nr UST 2500r 634-1212 


LONG TERM ZERO INTEREST 
1238A NA ULTRA 1672-1463 


> - 


CONDO/TWNHSE 


Aipha Victoria Now Ma LA-118 
F256 Cal 634-1212 


DOG TRAINER 09193419012 


GRET PUPS 6830677 


CUBAO PL SM SYRS TO PAY 
No Interest Movein 9128375 


REPOSO Sa es 017-5888 


Ева 400m! № Denshy Highly 
‘Comey Pls Cal 53731 


wenmendows (А921? 
G2STIa! Neg. Cali 634-1212 


BEVERLY HILLS sezsam 
Р250060Ы — T-M425621 


Valey Gol 1973m Tems 
Ok at 1900m? 0016-4834182 


шї UK AUS at ste, Loy PO 
[rr 


корене His Subd Antipolo 
2 Stry 26A Bath Fly Ят. 
riy Kiehn 6307585 


‘Pwo TANG CAR TIE 


визна DOCTOR 4263187 


PHUPPINE DOG SCHOOL 
Tas off lash & even by 
signal ony. Sale; Ger, Shep. 
Tel тый» | (8178485308 


REVO - IOS * ALTIS + STAREX 50-9 
Siemens SWISS WATCHES 


їн Сиз Buy + SELL + PAWN 


ROLEX+OTHERS 
DIAMONDSIJEWELRY 
берк! Poen Any watch 
MANCA WATCH EXCHANGE 
Hat * вм | 83.2892 


ша нши, съв тиан 


155 CARLOAN 3736519 
1.5% CARLOAN 533-8254 
Easy Can аз 


iS&FosCklsaEMDMD МЕ BUY AT HIGH PRICE 


ROLEX 
5646593 5837041 
5613742 0917-8473744 


BUYING ROLEX 


(Ore WATCHES, BEST PRICE 


15 Fast Car Loan 657585 


зоя MATIC RUSH! 284-1837 


а Entrepreneurs wi be 
Pajero and Слёш ` Surt CebuāMakati 1 
Lie Toun-Hi Ace Varete Est- 
ma Pado Sarna Ef Canter ete 
Tin Finance ok 8320859 / 
[o 


1 
ү 


E 
J 


gs 


TRANSPORTATION 
FOR RENT 


CARS FOR RENT eens 
Looting Ertrag Pe 
кт бәгоМа wo wart ю eam 
cune tom S on & Usa ха 
Pr py 
99279374741 


NATIONAL POWER CORPORATION 
Diliman, Quezon City 


INVITATION TO BID FOR THE SALE OF SCRAP / JUNK ITEMS 
“ASIS, WHERE IS" BASIS 


DATEOFBODNG : Sept. 29, 2004, 200 РМ. Solanum Млн роза Hal, Выда 
(Ground Far NPC-Head Otice, Agham Road comer Quezon Avenue. 
Daman, Quezon Cy. 

та National Poner Corpration wil conduct pubic bidding othe отіп Rams: 


‘SCHEDULE 


"en Deserption and Location 

V. Опус part pars, tenes кырлык und ose? 
unt tare such эз copper utes пасак Белп. нарога maes, 
есте сабан алатот parts, and spares мг VNC, 
лел. зоого eqopment scrap сеа Белегез. Veo 
Tandorme эз Shown n Do cures. cada Pantanangan HEP, 
Negra Eo Prowee. 
Ore (1) tot esanicesio and scrap mata conse ol моле 
Soap ron and copper waes ма cats Locale и CMEC, Ba. 
Based Suca TPP. Monteuga Сер 
Cre(!)ktelrsenceabo cons ok equpmert and soap коп nd 
capper wnes санта NPC SPUG Compound n By Медал, San 
S6 De Мола Cay (Buscan) 

‘SCHEDULE 
“Two-Year Contacto! Sala: 
(a Record Used papers и NPC HO 
(Gera Оаро Аоста P3500 00 

2. Old Newspapers cartons st NPC HO 
(Bora Depos Reaven P2000 60) 

з. Used Continuous Forms at NPC HO 
(ora Depost Regae PI 20000) 


“ALL BIOS MUST BE SUBMITTED WITH THE FOLLOWING: 

X. PROPOSAL BOND DEPOSIT IN THE FORM OF CASH OR MANAGER'SICASHIER'S CHECK 
EQUIVALENT TO TEN PERCENT 10%) OF THE TOTAL BIO PACE. 

1. LATESTINCOME TAX RETURN 2083 ORIGNAL (OR CERTIFIED XEROX COPY) FOR THE 
BIODER OR AN AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENT (ORIGINAL) OF THE COMPANY. 

Alieterosted partes who wih to secure Bi torma fr this publ bidding must present a valid 

Tx icenttcaton Cara or income Tax Return (Original moti b presented) 

utes pres vto wish 1 patata n re pec bóng may secum to bd form at P500 Dt 

trom S V. Lomein 2 Beg 1. Ground Feo NPC Head Once Comar Agram Read and Quezon 

жел Daman бошоп Cay erca iwepnone na 324-5384 Deadin or issuance ol Ie id lorma 

is oni 420 PM September 28,2004. 


P 1092960000 


ы] 


Minimum Bid Price 
Ст 


Pisang 
Paari 


Forte waiora Maragan: 
(Spt) FELI B. TACATA, JR. 
осмо 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2004 


RATES 
P75 per line 
lcs este tium 


DEADLINES 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Mondays to Saturdays Sundays 
12:00 noon 12:00 noon 

Day before publication every Thursday 


P245 per column centimeter 


p 
PORO POINT MANAGEMENT CORPORATION 
A Subsidary ol Bases Conversion Development Authority 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID. 
‘CONSTRUCTION OF THE ROAD NETWORK OF THE PORO POINT COMMERCIAL COMPLEX (PPCC) 

The Poro Ром Management Corporation [PMC] aves tasted cones. wth а Lge B 
conse (General Exgoeerng GE Rost, нову pevemert, Найта, pot oraonal aches 
ала Badges) as acceded by ra Pippin Contactors Acredtaton Board (PCAB). 0 subn 
‘Apples fr Egy. andsubseguonty ob. ool, rth Cortrctan о! Ре oad Нано 
теРРСС. Poro Pont Spal Econom and терот Zane Por. San Femando Ciy. La Union. 

‘Tha Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) of P 65,500,000 shail come rom PPC 
corporate anes. 

igi orms shai be made avaiable 1o terestod contractors on the dates and piace mantoned 
below upon payment ol honc tva amount o ie Dovsan pesos (P3 000 OO) 


Segonter 22 и 
Бр 
бороть 30.200 PreDepatre Aa. Tema 
бол San Fonero uot, 
Conary, San Femara 
ЕЧ 

PPG Oce. Pemsytana Are.. 
San Formando Gy. La Unan 


Bpo Sener fom 


эшч куте. 
bcn vx rer 
васална 
p 
prre 


валов. 


СТАР 
Bolcrg San Ferunco upon, 
Caras San Fernando Ciy. 
iun 
Pre Depot jr, Tomaat 
болу San Fnac pet, 
ess So erant 
‘Appleton for Cgesty sta bo evaluated попа “PASSIFAIL tera. Thus. oriy elg is 
руы бовосо теор Мору егеда Dao мл А аа 
‘Shou ou need any further отогон or cst regarding е Project, you may contact 
Eng: Jose B Kargeia at Telephone No (07278885054. 


Same 
[e 


(S04) ANTHONY C. MANGUAT 


СОЕ Стол BAC 


y 4 henrybutcher.com 
ON-LINE SALE BY AUCTION 
LED/LCD MODULE MANUFACTURING. 

Late Model ASM Auto Dispensers; 
YAMAHA Surface Mount; DEK Screen Printers; 
HELLER Reflow Ovens, etc. 
ттүү 

(4) ASM 05-500 Auto Dispensing System (2000); YAMAHA YMSI 

VM Il: YV 112, (2) YM 84 S11, (2) YM 84, ҮМ 6652, Surface 
(9) DEK 248/249 Screen Printers; (6) HELLER 
15005 Reflow Ovens; (2) YUJIN ҮЈАС Autoclaves; (7) YUJIN LCD 

Polarizer Attach Machines; (43) UNITEKIGE Tech Type ИШҮ Heat 

Sealing Stations; (7) ASYMATEK Automove 402 Auto Dispensing 

‘System: (3) UNITEK Pulse Thermode Controllers; (2) AUTOSPLICE 

pats Pocus еван Common 

SALE CLOSING DATE: WEDNESDAY 22ND SEPTEMBER 2004 GPM 

ата 


For further details please visit our website: 
je Alicante 


Repubic о те Phiopnas. 


oo =. 
wy 


Agram Road, Diman. Quezon Ciy 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


“The Ойсе ol tne Ombudsman is iing ай потеза ana aqme contractors о 
apply lor enginy and suomi Did proposals ior JANITORIAL AND OTHER 
SERVICES FOR 2004-2005 win an approved budget! Fourtech Mion Би Hundred 
Realy Egni Thousand Fe Hundred Ton & 80/100 Posos (P14,898,510.80). Tho 
Source of lune lor ths expanse shal bo taken irom the Осо General Fund 


Alicieresed partes are ined о send thoir alge roquiremenisidocumonis and 
procure те ёлу Documents rem tho Charman. cs and Awards Common (SAC), 
Bice el tho Ombudsman Bag. Agram Rona, Now Triangle. Guezon Ciy co Mr. Rema 
S Раша. BAC аслаш, Tot Мов 32 9032 с 221 upon payment of anonelundable 
foe of Fe Hundred Pezos (P800.00) 


Usted hereunder are the required akityraqutementsidocumont (wmchovor aro 
appicsto lor sing propretors or corporation] obe suomitd m a cored I сору 
буте өр agency: 

DOCUMENTS 


SECI DTI Rogstraton: 
Апдев c incorporaton: 

‘Yate & битем Mayor's Pormaunicipal Liconsa: 

VAT Rogsiranon and TING! Taxpayer 

Income ax Peur lor 1na Proceang Calendar Year: 

wom Statement ol Prospocio Sasa thal lis nol blackistod" eared 
ion boang by Me govornmanveny і agences, oles, corporation! 
оса govorement urs 

sol chon 

Company Pei; 

Хипошү ol company representa: 

SSS Clearance / Certheaton latest quater (or upéstod promium 


payments 
ОЕ o NLRC Clesrance/Cartteaton йөз! quarter (ог no pending 
этр адаты har) 
за. Prineatn Clesranca Coriicaon lest диалог or updated promium 
payments) 
B. TECHNICAL DOCUMENTS. 

"Slatemont ol th prospective bddor of ай з ongoing and completed 
governors ang pvo contacts wan no poncd spectied m e inviaon 
Apoy for Esgiany and to Bid сла то cones awarded but noL y 
‘Sarid Siatemon should neu 

Nama and ccaton oto Сопкаси 
Dato o Conraces. 
Kings ol Sornos olere: 
‘Amount а Conie! ana Valve of Outstanding Contacts; 
Dato o! Dabvary ol Sevicos 
Ena-weer's acceptance d completed: 
C. FINANCIAL DOCUMENTS 
o plospocive pagor's laos! aude lnancalstaloments,simpos 
rocetved by ine BIA ors Quy sceroonao and auPorzed тим. 
пота тез) procoong далап oar, зо чп rong ors, e 
Drespeciwo pagor тош ала curom assets and haba 


2. The prospocive моде computation tor s Net Financia! Сопкаси 
Соро МЕСО) whch shot bam accordanco win sacion 23 11 olmo 
‘A consmüment lom senso bark esata oa credi 
"aaicod the contract fo 00 bd, ora cash dopost criticato, in an 
‘amount no! awar han mat sal by na procuring опну mn the Bang 
Documents, тл shali Ба а! toast oqual 1o ton porcan (10%) ol ne 
approves 00000 fr ne conirac: 1o ba o. 


п. CLASS ~B" DOCUMENT 
T Vana jor уота agreement, in cesa o а ot vantur: and 

2 Umar gunonzng ine BAC oris duy auinonzod roprosoriatvels to verily 
any orat ol то documonis subretod for ma apy chock 


ВАС shal uso a "passa стола to dotormino tho light o prospective авз, 
As such, non-submision ol Ino roquesiog oily requirements wil rosuli in пе 
‘Saqueticaton o! prospacive badors. 

SCHEDULE OF BIDDING ACTIVITIES 


1. Schodun of Ризаа 09 Sopiombor å 16 Seplambor 2004 
2 Раа Conlaronce 2 21 September 2004 € 900 AM 
ВАС Socroanat, GSD 

‘tice af tho Ombudsman Buldng, QC. 
- 21 Septombor 2004 

ВАС Socrotanat. GSO 

Olice o no Ombudsman Buking, O.C. 

12 Осооос 2004 @ 8.00 AM 
1 BAC Secrotanat, GSD 

Осо о! me Ombwdsman Bing, О.С, 

12000012002 @ 9.30 AM. 

ВАС болова, GSD 

Othe of no Ombudsman Bulking, OC 


Tho Olico o he Ombudsman reserves the nghi 1o root алу and a bids, o waiva 
элу шс entrain визитов па chaton vAmetover to componsato ndomniy 
{othe mors tor any oxponos mat moy may nieur in ne preparaton ol bs ала о пседрі 
the cor most eovaningeous 1o ina govomnment 


(S90) ERNESTO M. NOCOS 
‘Crosman 
Das ane Awards Commitoo 


3. Issuance oi Bid and 
Бону Documont 


4. Doadina c submission of 
брому Docs. а Bas 


5 Opening ci Bids 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2004 


WANTED 
ЕХРО, Mako-UP ARTIST 
For Матов 
SALES EXECUTIVES. 
For Namaqua 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
‘Apply n person at 
2824 A. Santos Lite 
Baguio San Jum Tel. 
7240348 Look for Engr. Ten. 


INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITI 


USINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES. 
COLUSABHK ees Мем? 


"ll network 09203112810 


esextancwcom coded 
"4531008 09170901851 Arlene 


EARN PIOT рен. HOW? 
shar d blanez 0821-5914739 


Бе bcne PT apo SUUS 


JOIN TOP MLM CO. FQ 
Invest wisoly 0928263443. 


Ned Yrs boss РР Tne ТН 


RTW Wholesslor 28821 


EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


MADS DIRECT HIRE soss5¢ 


Immediate Hiring: Contact 
"Joyce « 0917-8353019 
Cooks, Waiters, Bartenders 


зов HRING 09196813481 IRA 


Wanted Exp. Cok млн 
it 


Расе 


iod INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Contracting of a Manufacturer / Supplier to Supply and Installation of the 20 kWp 
Photovoltaic (PV) — 20 kW Diesel Generator (DG) Hybrid Power System, Including 
Instrumentation controls and necessary protection in Barangay New Ibajay, El 
Nido, Palawan 
under the Project “Renewable Energy-Based Village Power System (Project ID 
00033498) 


The Development Support Services Center (DSSC) of the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) would like to invite local and international manufacturers and/or suppliers 
to apply for eligibility and to bid for the supply and installation of the 20 kWp Photovoltaic 
(PV)-20 KW Diesel Generator (DG) Hybrid Power System, including instrumentation controls 
and necessary protection in Barangay New Ibajay. El Nido, Palawan under the project 
"Renewable Energy-Based Village Power System (Project ID 00033498)" 


The project alms to demonstrate the viability of a small-scale renewable energy service 
company (RESCO) as a delivery mechanism to off-grid area and operated on a "fee for 
service basis", and the abovementioned procurement is one of the component activity under 
the project. 


Bidding Documents (Requirements for Eligibility, Instructions to Bidders, Terms of Reference 
and Standard Conditions of Contract) may be secured personally, upon payment of a non- 
refundable amount of Philippine Pesos Three Thousand (PhP 3,000.00), from the following 
address: 


Development Support Services Center 
United Nations Development Programme 
7" Floor NEDA sa Makati Building 
106 Amorsolo Street, Legaspi Village, Makati City (via courier) 
Tel. No. (632) 892 06 11 loc. 275 
Fax No. (632) 816 40 61 / 893 2610 


International suppliers are encouraged to appoint and authorize Philippine-based 
counterparts to secure the bidding documents and submit proposals for and in their behalf 


The abovementioned Bidding Documents will be released to all interested parties strictly 
from September 9 to September 22, 2004 only. The Bidding Documents shall contain all 
instructions on the rules, procedures, bid opening dates, other schedules and requirements. 


Ali prospective bidders are required to conduct ocular site Inspection on September 23- 
25, 2004. А Certificate of Site Inspection from the Barangay Chairman, duly noted by DOE 
and UNDP, shall be issued thereafter. A pre-bld conference shail be conducted on 
September 27, 2004, 2:00 PM at the UNDP Office. All terms, conditions, specifications 
and related matters will be discussed during the pre-bid conference. 


UNDP reserves the right to reject any or all bids, waive any defect or informality therei 
accept the bid and award the contract to the most advantageous offer to the UNDP based 
оп UNDP criteria. UNDP assumes no obligation or responsibility whatsoever to compensate 
ог indemnity the bidder for any expense or loss that may be incurred for the preparation of 
bids, nor does it guarantee that an award will be made for this Contract. 


(Sod) ETHELIND B. CAPUNO 
Manager, DSSC 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. - 


INQUIRER CLASSIFIEDS branches 


are open to serve your 


Classified Ads requirements. 


THEATER DRIVE 
ALABANG 


TOWN. 
CENTER, 


WADRIGAL AVENUE, 


p: 


ALABANG BRANCH 


MAKATI SUPERMART - ALABANG DESKTOP EXPRESS 


ALABANG TOWNCENTER, MUNTINLUPA CITY 


Call at TEL. NO.: 842-4503 / 850-6465 / Fax850-6465 


4 
— 


Le А ry 

PDI PARTNERS WITH PMAP CONFAB 

‘The Philippine Dally inquirer (РО!) partners with the Personnel Management Association of the Philippines (PMAP) for the effective 
publ relations and publicity elforts of the associations 41 Annual Conference. Photo shows (seated, from left) PMAP director 
Bernardette М. Cunanan, PDI senior vice president for marketing Rene Reinoso, РМАР president Oscar L Contreras, уг. FPM, and 
PMAP vice president and annual conference chair Grace Abella-Zata. Looking on are PDI corporate HR 

dlassied ads division head Jesse Francis N, Rebustilo. The 41" PMAP AC, slated for Sept. 29, 30 and Oct. | at the CAP-John Hay Trade 
and Cultural Center, Loakan Road, Bagulo Ciy, is expected to be attended by over 1.000 business owners, people managers, HR 
ppraciioners, and students 


manages Rolando Suarez and 


The Third Luxury Motor Show at the Power Plant, Rockwell 


33" STREET PRODUCTION will stage its 3rd case the latest in the premium marques of 

Luxury Motor Show slated on Sept. 17 to 19 1 luxury and sports cars, auto parts accessories, DAILY INQUIRER, BPI Edge, Ambi Pur, JAM 88.3, DM 95.5 = Automobile Association 
Infocom, Xenon Bulbs, Concept One, H&R, Philippines 

"This event is presented by MICHELIN ASIA Atoy Body Kit, Joey 92.3, ClMagazine, Cork & 


the Powerplant Mall, Rockwell, Makati. Ow- саг 
ing to the overwhelming response to the con- 


tertainment and car security. 


with Life Shine, Smart Infinity, PHILIPPINE treme, Auto Review, 99.5 RT, 103.5 К. 


LL. CLASSIFIEDS 


Republic of the Philippines 
D ED Department of Education 
ep DepED Complex, Meralco Ave, Pasig City 
Invitation for Bids 


ICB No.: SEMPZTEEP-1-2004-TX 
Invitation for Bids No.: 1-2004-TX 


. TheRepublicof the Philippines has received a loan from the international Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development (IBRD), toward the cost of the Second Social Expenditure Management Project 
(SEMP2) and Third Elementary Education Project (TEEP), and it intends to apply part of the 
proceeds of this loan to eligible payments under the contract for Procurement of Printing only 
and Delivery of Textbooks in Mathematics. 


The Department of Education (DepED) now invites sealed bids from eligible Bidders for the 


printing only from camera-ready-copy and delivery of the following Textbooks to Public 
Elementary School Districts and High Schools under SEMP2 and TEEP Provinces: 


Tem No. Wo. of Pages | Category 


"Quantity in Copies 


Er lesson Guides 
3.170 Lesson Guides 
7354 Lesson Guides 
7029 Lesson Guides 
5037 Lesson Guides 
Матта 6 5883 Lesson Guides 

Mathematics 3 321820 “Textbooks 
High School: 

Mathematics V Eg 

Total 3256365. 


Terbocks 


Estimated Printing and Delivery Completion Period: 150 days. Indicative Printing and Delivery 

Dates: March to July, 2005. 

3. A margin of preference shall be granted to Textbooks manufactured in Purchases country for 
purposes of bid price comparison only. 

4. Interested eligible Bidders may obtain further information from DepED and inspect the Bidding 
Documents at BAC Secretarial, Room 112-A, Mabini Building, DepED Complex, Pasig City, 
Philippines, Tel. Nos. (632) 6339343 / 6366542 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. starting September 
22, 2004. Information is also available at http://www.deped.gov.ph ог 
www.procurementservice.org. 

А complete set of Bidding Documents in English may be purchased by interested eligible Bidders 
upon submission of a written application to the address given below and payment of a non- 
refundable fee in the amount of Php3,000.00 or 05555.00. The method of payment мії be cash, 
cashier's check, manager's check or certified check. The Bidding Documents will be sent by mall. 
No liability will be accepted for loss or late delivery. 

A pre-bid conference shall be conducted on October 8, 2004 at 2:00 p.m al the Bulwagan ng 
Karunungan, Rizal | Building, DepED Complex, Meralco Avenue, Pasig City, Philippines. 

Bids must be delivered to the address indicated in par. 6, at or before 10:00 a.m. on October 26, 
2004. Abid security shall be required equivalent tonot less than 2.5% of the bid price, in Philippine 
резо or in any freely convertible currency of eligible countries. Late bids shall be rejected. Bids 
‘wil be opened and in the presence of the Bidders’ representatives who choose to attend at the 
address, date and time indicated in the Bidding Documents. 


(594) JUAN MIGUEL M. LUZ 
Undersecretary and Chairperson, 


Кекен Bids and Awards Committee 


LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 


Ang Bangkong May Damdaming-Bayan 
1598 M. Н. del Pilar St. cor. Dr. J. Quintos St., Malate, Manila 
Tel. Nos. 522-00-00; 526-01-00 connecting all departments. 


INVITATION TO APPLY 
FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Land Bank o the Philippines invites interested suppliers who are (a) diy licensed Filipino ciizons! 
sole proprietorship: or (b) 0% Fioino ownod partnerships/corporaons or (c) wo or more suppliers forming 
into pit ventures jointy and severally lable; or (d) cooperatves duly registered with the СОА: with largest 
Sag contract, sitar о the items forbid, forthe last 2 years, at least equal to 50% of the approved budget: 
and with Net Financial Contracting Capacity (NFCO) atleast equal othe approved budget, o apply for eigity 
and о bed for te lllowing lems 


Мет / Description Approved Budget Source of Funds 
LBP Funds 


6 unts MICR Encoder P 81000000 
4 unis МСА Reader 1,200,000.00 
2,000 spis. Ribbon lor Epson FX 2180, Original LBP Funds 
3.500 spis. Disketle 3 5HD, 10 pcs. per box 
2.800 bus. Envelope Mating white with window 
(Legal size) 105mm x 241 mm 
(4-118 9-17), 7Ogsm., 500 pes ок 


1.400,000.00 
4000000 
595,000.00 


Bidding of the above requiroments is scheduled on October 6, 2004 at 1:00 p.m. and the Bid Documents 
may be obtained trom the Procurement Dision о! the General Services Department, 25th Floor, LANDBANK 
Рага, M. Н. del Piar comer Dr. Quintos Streets, Malate, Mania, upon payment of a non-relundable fee of 
1,000.00 each per ITB. 

Interested suppliers are requested to attend the Pre-Bid Conference scheduled on September 23, 2004 at 
the 25th Floor, Conlerence Room, LANOBANK Plaza, Malate, Manila. 


Al paricuiars relative to the Qualicatior/Eigibity, Bid Bond, Performance Bond, Pre-bid Conlerence, Bid 
Evaluation and Award о! Contract shall be governed by the provisions of RA 9184 and пз Implementing Rules. 
and Regulatons. 

Only those bidders who comply with the Bank's requi 


LANDBANK reserves the right to reject any or ай bid, to declaro the bidding a failure or waive any defect 
ос Inlormaity and to accept bids as may be considered most advantageous to Ine Bank. 


ents shall be eligible to participate in the bidding- 


COMMITTEE ON BIDS AND AWARDS 
(sept за 16.2000 


LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 
Ang Bangkong May Damdaming-Bayan 


1598 M. H. del Pilar St. cor. Dr. J. Quintos St., Malate, Manila 
Tel. Nos. 522-00-00; 526-01-00 connecting all depariments 


INVITATION TO APPLY 
FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


"The Land Bank of the Philippines invites interested suppliers who are (a) duly licensed Filipino citi- 
aenshsole proprietorship; or (b) 60% Filipino owned partnershipulcorporaions; or (c) wo or more suppliers 
forming imo joint ventures jointly and severally liable; or (d) cooperatives duly registered with the СА; 
with largest single contract, similar to the items for bid, for the last 2 years, atleast equal to 50% of the 
proved budget: and with Net Financial Contracting Capacity (NFCC) at least equal to the approved budget, 
10 apply for eligibility and о bid for the following items: 


{TB No. йеп Description Approved Budget Source of Funde 
2004-197 32 units Document Scanner Р 3,840,000.00 LBP Funds 
Bidding of the above requirements is scheduled on September 29, 2004 at 1:00 p.m, and the Bid Docu- 

ments may be obtained from the Procurement Division of the General Services Department, 25th Floor, 
LANDBANK Plaza, М. Н. del Pilar comer Dr. Quintos Streets, Malate, Manila, upon payment of а non- 
refundable fee of P1,000.00. 


Interested suppliers are requested to attend the Pre-Bid Conference scheduled on September 16, 2004, 
10:00 AM at the 25th Floor, Conference Room, LANDBANK Plaza, Malate, Manila 


All particulars relative to the Quaificaion/Eligibilty, Bid Bond, Performance Bond, Pre-bid Confer 
cence, Bid Evaluation and Award of Contract shall be governed by the provisions of RA. 9184 and its Imple- 
menung Rules and Regulations. 


Ошу those bidders who comply with the Bank's requirements shall be eligible to participate in the bid- 
ding. 


LANDBANK reserves the right to reject any or all bids, o declare the bidding a failure or waive any 
defect or informality and to accept bids as may be considered most advantageous o the Bank. 


COMMITTEE ON BIDS AND AWARDS 


ТП 
vw jobmarkelonine com 
For more information please contact 33" 


secutive two-year event, this event will show- (SINGAPORE ) CO. PTE., LTD. in cooperation Teak. This is also brought to you by: Auto Ex- Street Production at prod33rd@info.com.ph. 
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SUCAT, Paraague - HOLY CROSS, Novaliches - DASMARIŠAS, Cavite 
Plaridel, BULACAN - Liloan, CEBL 


Trunk Line: (632) 845-2334 to 38 


[5M Our Dearly бейне 


^ RAMON "TITO" M. MENDOZA, MD ` 


August 21, 1950 — August 25, 2004 
of Davao City and Bakersfield, CA 


Peacefully joined our Lord on August 25, 2004 
at Bakersfield, California 


hr. pe Our Beloved Mother 


TRINIDAD FERNANDO NEPOMUCENO “ 


(widow of the late Teodoro J. Nepomuceno) 


Died in the Grace of our Lord on September 7, 2004 
at the age of 93. 


The family is requesting for your prayers 


His loving wife Marilou del Rosario, stepson Peter Patrick 
for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Alcantara; father Atty. Luis B. Mendoza; mother Cion Mendoza (1); 
parents-in-law Nanay & Tatay del Rosario; brothers & sisters Freddie, 
Che, Bong, Louie Jr., and Dolly, relatives and friends request the pious 


Her remains lie in state at Arlington Memorial Chapels, 
readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


Araneta Ave., Quezon City. 


Holy Mass will be offered at 10:00 a.m. at the St. James Church, 
lower chapel at Ayala Alabang Village on September 10, 2004. 


P 
After the Mass his ashes will be interred at the St. James Crypt. „ 5» X 
om 


lan 
noo 
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Interment will be on Saturday, September 11, 2004 
at San Juan Municipal Cemetery after the 8:30 a.m. Mass 
at Arlington. 


£ 
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JOSE SALAZAR PINEDA 1 


of Caloocan City and Lubao, Pampanga 


In loving memory of 


Luz Cruz Salonga 


beloved Professor of Chemical Engineering 
at the University of the Philippines 


tuho passed mony in the Grace ofthe Lord, 
‘an the morning of September 6, 2004 
in Los Angeles, California, USA, atthe age of 76. 


She is survived by her husband Feliciano G. Salonga; her 
children Lu Anne Salonga, Carlos and Carina Salonga, Marylou 
ала Jim Kennedy; her grandchildren Miguel Carlo, Муса Patricia 
and Mare Antonio Salonga, Jamie Marie and Justin Paul Kennedy. 
Her beloved sister Benita C. Menez, nephews and nieces pray for the 
eternal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at the Queen of Heaven Chapel, 
Rowland Heights, California. Memorial services will be held on 
September 9, 2004 at St. Denis Catholic Church, Diamond Bar, 
California and interment on September 11, 2004 at Queen of 
Heaven Catholic Cemetery. 

A ight so true and warm 
ia emeren so many ves 
that shared so much of self that others may grow 
that provided a refape for so many troubled souls 
that guided so many seeking мв гү and compassion 
4 aat shaped so many minds ad emboldened timid hearts 


ee 
Oe 
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'er forgotten 


MARQUEZ-SAN LUIS 


May 31, 1910 — September 8, 2004 
UP Medicine Class 1936 
of Makati and Zamboanga City 


Died in the Grace of our Lord 
оп September 04, 2004 at the age of 75. 


He is survived by his wife Rosario: children Rodolfo- 
Lilia, Imelda-Wilfredo, Virgilio-Vicky. Ruben-Siony, 
Romeo-Annie, Danilo-Cristy, Angelo-Noemi, Carlito- 
Edna; grandchildren, brothers and sisters-in-law, special 
family friends, and other relatives. 


Peacefilly joined her Creator at the age of 94. 


Her husband Judge Candido San Luis (t) 

and her daughter Eloisa and Guillermo Profet: 
grandchildren Dennis and Jeannie, Jasmin; 

great grandchildren Nicole, Mathew and Marco. 


The family request the pious readers to pray for the eternal 
repose of his soul. 


His body lies in state at St. Agustin Parish Chapel, Lubao, 
Pampanga. 
Interment will take place on Saturday, September 11,2004 


at Holy Rosary Memorial Park, San Isidro, Lubao, Pampanga 
after the 8:30 a.m. Holy Mass at St. Agustin Parish Church, 


Her remains lie in state at Don Bosco Chapel, 
Makati City. 
Cremation will take place in the Crematory 
of Loyola Memorial Chapels Inc., Guadalupe 
at 4:00 p.m. on September 10, 2004. 


Зына 


“| am the resurrection and life. He who believes in Me will live, Even though he dies; 
‘and whoever believes in Me will never die.” John 1125-26 


LILIA RODRIGUEZ ABERGAS DE JESUS À 


of Montalban, Rizal, Meycauayan and San Jose del Monte, Bulacan 1 
peacefully joined her Creator on September 7. 2004. | 

She shall be missed by her dearest husband, Romeo Apro de Jesus; 
children DJ & Atty. Реерее, Ma. Romelia & Dr. Willie Sevilla, 

Ma. Imelda and Bobby; grandchildren Weejay, Wilfredo, Jr. and John 
Dominic. 

They request the pious readers for the eternal repose of her soul. Her 
remains lie in state at the Imperial Chapel, La Funeraria Paz, 143 
осие | | hoe arene sees 
| 2:00pm Mass. á Interment will be on Saturday, September 11, 2004 at the Manila — && 

= 1 Memorial Park, Sucat, Parañaque right after the 1:00 p.m. Маза! Ж 
2. Imperial Chapel. 1 

ud 

—1 


Beer = 
a An obituary with a picture can be a fitting 
tribute to your departed loved опе. 


caring. | 


Manía Sunga Pascual 
Мда. de Punla 


March 20, 1920 ~ August 28, 2004 


Died in the Grace of Our Lord on August 28, 2004 
їп Louisiana, USA at the age of 8. 

Beloved husband Conrado Pascual; children Ronnie & Norma, 
Joselito & Eva, Digna & Rudy, Lyn & Willy, Mila, Chat & Ken, 
and Vie & Belen; brothers & sisters, grandchildren & great 
grandchildren, other relatives & friends request your prayers for the 
eternal repose of her soul. 


^ 


RIVERA-CRUZ 


Aug. 6, 1922-Sept. 7, 2004 


|| Her bereaved sisters Tomasa R. | 
ViReza & Felicidad Rivera, sister in- 
law Ines Garcia together with her 

| nephews & nieces request the pious | 
readers to pray for theeternal repose of | 

| her soul. | 
The body lies in state at the family | 
residence at Maasim, San Ildefonso, 
Bulacan. 


| Interment will be on Sept. 11 at the San 


Нег remains Пе in state at La Funeraria Paz-Sucat, Ps 
(inside the Manila Memorial compound). 


Interment will be on Saturday, September 11, 2004 at 
3:00 p.m. after the Mass. 
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“For God so loved the worl, 
that He gave His only hegotten г: 
= Son, that whoever believes in 


"The body will Tie ia име (i 
тасу 9.7, SPM Balanang Memorial 
Cemetery National Shrine 
Balanang. Jaro, li Ciy 
Зер. 10, SPM Сну Div, Supe Office 
Dept. Ed. Gen. Luna St, Jaro. Hao City 
Sep. 11, TAM Tesoro Revdence 
Таар, Ming-ao, oo 
Sept 12, ЗАМ, Tesoro Residence 
Baybay Sur Мыр 
Frid, Sept 17, AS Саса 
NM 
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Him shall not perish 
but have everlasting life.” 
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= INQUIRER WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS 
OBITUARIES and bank-to-bank payments 
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OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: © Copy of Death Certificate - Ө Any identification document (LD.) 


DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT * MESSAGE OF THAI 


We design OBITUARIES for free, DEATH ANNIVERSARY * REQUIEMS 


pm— 
кармал ng Pagsasaka 
PAMBANSANG PANGASIWAAN NG PAGSASAKA AT PANGINGISDA 
пота лус anthony Counel 


2 
Daman: Lungsodng Ouzon 
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CAGAYAN II ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Macanaya Disinct, Apart, Cagayan 
Tel. No. (076) 885-2173 « Тю. No. (078) 822-8900. 


6 ERE 


Thailand Campus 


World's #1 gemological institute 
70+ year history of excellence in education 
over 300,000 students worldwide 


Become a recognized professional 
in the gem and jewelry industry 
Diamonds Diploma Program 
starts November 1, 2004 


GIA Thailand Campus 


Bisco Tower-12* Fir., 56/12 Sub Rd., Bangrak, Bangkok Thailand 
Tel: (662) 237-9575 / 77 Fax: (662) 236-9829 
ginthai@ksc.th.com www.giathailand.com 


INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFY AND TO BID 


“Tne Cagayan 1i Elecite Cooperative. inc (CAGELCO isting эй interested 
acere ta pro qoatly ала fo be Ir no йом; matenas and ортен 
1. WOODPOLES/CONCRETE POLES/STEEL POOLS, WIRES, 
TRANSFORMERS AND LINE MATERIALS. 
2. TOTALSOLUTION SOFTWARE 
To bo алей, bar must avo hy cooled wah Ina олон: 
Accrodiston requrements (or eubmsion 1o РВАС Chatman, Mes Blanca 
V Macamba] 
3) Company Protie 
b) Busness Repatraton 
Busnes Pmt 
9 BANAT Соса 
Mosi to obe t pay P2.000 00 tor ти pericu biang спу and not 
Teluncatie or ара documents dune tne pre-3rosg conterence, 


9) Latest come Tax Rom (TRI 
f) Ustot Crones tor a penodol 
Soare, барран. 


(зов) GABRIEL A. TORDESILLAS 
"donors Manager 

For expansions ot lines in tne folowing areas (төт No. 1): 

1. , 2 iocanons m no пи бика o! Cagayan 

Z. ` Slocatons т me 2na Ostet of Cagayan 

1 Yotocauons at Lower Apayao 

(01— September & 18.2008 


Tender No. 27th RP-JFPP/2002/2004 


INVITATION TO BID 


‘The National Agricultural and Fishery Council (NAFC) hereby invites 
sealed bids from Cooperative Development Authority (GDA) registered 
farmer cooperatives whose members are engaged in rice production for 
the sale of 10,785 metric tons of Ammonium Sulphate and 8,593 metric 
tons of Urea Fertlizer both in bags for December 2004 shipments. 

‘Bid documents shall be available for issuance starting September 10- 
16,2004 from BAC Secretariat, МАРС upon payment o а non-refundable 
ea amounting to One Thousand Pesos (P1,000.00). 

For purposes of clarification, a pre-bidding conference will be 
‘conducted on September 14, 2004, 2:00 p.m. at NAFC, áth Floor, Luzon 
Conterence Room, Department of Agriculture Bidg., Elliptical Road, 
Diliman, Quezon Clty. 

Fully completed sealed bids should be submitted not latar than 2:00 
p.m. on September 16, 2004. Bids recoived alter the scheduled time wil 
hot be accepted/entertained and wil be relumed unopened. 

For inquiries, please contact Engr. Alexander S. Daroya a! Telephone 
Nos. 929-82-34 and 920-17-88. 


(89d) CARLITO P. FERNANDEZ 
Deputy Execulive Director. 
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Celebrate Linggo ng Bulacan 
2004 at SM City Marilao 


‘THEPROVINCE of Bulacan is rich in his- 
tory and heroes. Itis the site of the Malo- 
los Congress, one of the events that led 
to the declaration of the Second Philip- 
pine Republic, as well as the birthplace 
of national heroes like Marcelo Н. del 
Pilar and Gregorio del Pilar. 

It also has a vibrant tradition of arts 
and culture, being the birthplace of leg- 
endary artists like Francisco Balagtas, 
Nicanor Abelardo, Jose Corazon de Je- 
sus and Atang de la Rama. More con- 
temporary Bulakeno artists indude 
prominent painter Malang and songbird 
Regine Velasquez. 

SM City Marilao joins in the celebra- 
tion of Linggo ng Bulacan 2004, a cele- 
bration of ans, history culture and tradi- 
tion with exciting activities from Sept. 6 
1018. 

Coinciding with the 106% Anniver- 
sary of the Malolos Congress, this year’s 
Linggo ng Bulacan theme is “Pagsulong 
за Galing at Produktong Bulakenyo, 
Kaagapay sa Pag-aangat п 
Kabuhayang Pilipino.” 

The celebration began with the open- 
ing ceremonies with Bulacan Governor 


Josie de la Cruz as the special guest last 
Sept. 6. Mayors бот Bulacan’s 24 
towns, as well as other local officials 
joined her. 

The fiesta spirit comes to the mall 
with upbeat music from the Malolos 
Brass Band and the Drum and Lyre 
Band consisting of 60 students at 10 
a.m. from Sept. 6 to 15. 

The festivities also celebrated the 
province's beauty and talent in the pre- 
pageant of the Lakan at Lakimbini ng 
‘Bulacan 2004. Organized by the Provin- 
cil Tourism Office, this was held at SM 
City Marilao's Entertainment Plaza yes- 
terday A lakan and lakambini from each 
of Bulacaris 24 towns competed in the 


pre pageant. 

‘The arts and culture and the youth 
take center stage with the Lakan Sining 
ng Bulacan Art Workshop, which will be 
participated in by high school students 
from the province. Held in cooperation 
with the Lakan Sining ng Bulacan and 
the Department of Education, this will 
beon Sept. 10.at 1 p.m. 

This will be followed by “Larawan: 
Eksibisyon ng Lakan Sining ng Bu- 


Jakan”, an exhibit of well known Bula- 
сап painters, which will run from Sept. 
11 to 30 at the SM City Marilao Enter- 
tainment Plaza. 

Highlighting the cultural events will 
be the Singkaban Fiesta sa SM City Mar- 
‘lao, youth oriented festival aimed at 
broadening their appreciation for Bula- 
can's heritage and traditions. Hundred 
of students will be participating in this 
event scheduled on Sept. 11 from балп. 
toS pm. 

Bulakenos will then show their stuff 
in the Dance and Sport Showcase as 

by the San Rafael Dance 
members on Sept. 13 at 4 p.m. The 
event is held in cooperation with the 
Provincial Youth Sports Education, Cul- 
tureand Arts and the Bulacan State Uni- 
versity, Also not to be missed is the 
Cheer Dance Exhibition on Sept. 18 at 4 


pm. 

Capping the celebrations is the Pasik- 
laban Fireworks Display Exhibition on 
Sept. 17 at the open parking area. This 
will be followed by more revelry in a 
street party with some of the hottest lo- 
cal bands. 
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Editor Aries Espinosa 


BPI, THE SOLE LOCAL BANK ACCREDITED AS 3RD PARTY CUSTODIAN 


The Bank of the Philippine Islands (ВР!) has been 
accredited by the Monetary Board of the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) to act as securities 
‘custodian pursuant to the provisions of BSP Cir- 
cular No. 428. The Circular was issued in line with 
the policy of BSP to promote the protection of in- 
vestors in order to gain their confidence and en- 
courage their participation in the development of 
the capital market. The rules and regulations on 
the accreditation of banks as securities custodian 
were promulgated to ensure and enhance trans- 
parency of securities transactions. As a securities, 
custodian, ВРІ will safekeep securities which are 
‘sold, borrowed, purchased, traded, held under 
custody, or transacted in the Philippines where at 
least one of the parties is a bank or non-bank fi- 


in The Legacy at Montgomery Place 


nancial intermediary under BSP supervision. ВРІ 
is the only local bank to be accredited as indepen- 
dent custodian, and also the first bank which will 
actas such through its Asset Management and 
Trust Group (AMTG). BPI-AMTG manages over 
P130 billion in assets and has been acting as se- 
curities custodian for its clients for several 
decades now. Its experience in this field will cer- 
tainly place BPI in the forefront of the custodian- 
ship business. Photo shows ВР! president Xavier 
Loinaz (center), accepting the Certificate of Ac- 
creditation from Alberto Reyes, Bangko Sentral 
ng Pilipinas Deputy Governor. Also in photo are 
(from left): BPI senior vice president Adelbert 
Legasto, BSP Director Corazon Guerrero and BSP 
Assistant Governor Nestor Espenilla Jr. 


af 


CALTEX DELO SPORT TRUCK AND 


CUSTOM CAR SHOW EXHIBITOR 
Metro Manila's much awaited last quarter motor- 
ing event, the 2004 Caltex Delo Sport Truck and 
Custom Gar Show will have adhesive and sealant 
manufacturer, Threebond as one of its major cor- 
porate exhibitor. The company will showcase 
their latest products for the automotive, mechani- 
cal, electronic and electrical industries. The show 
is all set to unfold on Sept. 29 to Oct. 3, at the 
Megatrade Hall of SM Megamall B, Ortigas Cen- 
ter, Mandaluyong City. On its Sth year, his year's 
show promises to be even bigger with the inclu- 
sion of hot motorbikes and bicycles into the event. 
for the first time. Photo shows Isabel Malonzo, 
TSI advertising and promotions head and Jun 
‘Richard’ Shiomi, Threebond chief representative 
tor Manila office, after the contract signing. 


IN OUR modern world of dwindling resources, 
many things that used to be commonplace and 
taken for granted, like clean air and water, can 
almost be considered luxuries. In our crowded 
cities, perhaps it could be said that the ultimate 
Tuxury would be the luxury of space. 

Where urban land has become more and 
more scarce, most real estate developments 
have gone the only way that seems still possi- 
ble, upward. With the proliferation of high-ris- 
es and condominium towers, the suburban 
sprawl and the good and easy life that came 
with it now seem like a thing of the past. There 
are few places within the city that still offer 
that dream house and lot. This is what sets The 
Legacy apart. 

‘The Legacy at Montgomery Place, the grand 
master-planned community on E. Rodriguez 
Sr. Avenue in the heart of Quezon City, features 
single-detached units on individual lots mea- 
suring from 153 to 288 square meters. The ar- 
chitecture was inspired by the traditional 
houses in the American South featuring high- 
pitched roofs, high ceilings and tall windows 
that provide natural lighting and ventilation. 

"With floor areas ranging from 206 to 257 sa. 
ms. the houses were built following the split- 
level concept that allows for more space and 
room for family interaction. 

The porch at the main entrance provides 


privacy as well as a place that is perfect for un- 
winding at the end of the day. The master bed- 
тоот opens to a balcony that provides a re- 
freshing view of the outdoors. There is enough 
space for pocket gardens, terraces and back- 
yard barbecues as well as laundry and drying 
areas and a 2 or 3 car garage. 

The Legacy also provides its residents vari- 
‘ous amenities for relaxation and recreation. 
The Pavilion, a 900 sqm. centerpiece, houses a 
sprawling courtyard. The open space that is 
close to nature can be used for tai chi and calis- 
thenics. The tranquility pool, with its dark 
tiles, is designed for relaxation. The reflective 
pool is also conducive to meditation. The sit- 
ting area һа а Zen-like atmosphere, with the 
soothing sound of waterfalls in the back- 
ground. 

This is the good and easy life that The Lega- 
су at Montgomery Place offers, with Ayala 
Land Inc. providing the highest standard of 
propery development and management. 
‘Amidst the hustle and bustle of the city, finally 
here is that rare space you can call your very 
own. 

Interested? Call and inquire at 848-5000 or 
visit wwwayalaland.com.ph or e-mail ayala- 
sales@ayalaland.com.ph. Model units are 
available for viewing on-site along E. Ro- 
driguez Sr. Avenue, Quezon City. 


4TH SM BOWLING CUP LAUNCHED 


The SM Bowling Cup recently. 
launched its 4th SM Bowling Cup. 
competition at the SM Megamall Bowl- 
ing Center. This is ongoing at ай SM 
Bowing Centers until May 2005. Now 
on ts fourth year, this prestigious com- 
petition promises more bowling fun 
‘and action, plus bigger and more excit- 
ing prizes. This year's grand prize win- 
ner wil bring home P150,000 in cash; 
while the first and second runners up. 
wil be entitled to P50,000 and P25,000 
respectively. As a bonus, the competi- 
бопе perfect game winner can drive 
home a brand new Chevrolet Aveo. 
‘Monthly center finals winners, on the 


other hand, will be entitled to P20,000 
for the champion; and P10,000 and 
5,000 forthe first and second runners 
up respectively. The 4th SM Bowling 
Cupis open to all male and female en- 
thusiasts those who wish to join may 
cali he SM Bowling Center at SM 
Megamall, 633-7054; SM City North- 
Edsa, 929-3320; SM City Fairview, 
939-5025; and SM City Cebu, 032- 
232-0292. Shown during the launch 
are perfect game bowler (from lett) 
‘Alejandro Uy, Jonee Gatchalian, Toti 
Kho and Jeremy Chiu. Each received a 
plaque and 300 free bowling games at 
all SM City Bowling Centers. 


LET US TAKE CARE OF YO! 
‘Once more, Solvang Pharma Inc ex- 
pressed their unyielding mission, to 
provide the best alternative 
medicines to the Filipinos by donat- 
ing medicines to the Igan Foundation 
headed by one of he top newsmen in 
the country, Arnold Clavio. Shown in 


photo in the recent turnover of 
medicines are Mario Chan, president 
and CEO - Solvang Pharma Inc; Ed- 
uardo Vazquez, directr/co-founder- 
Igan Foundation; Rey David, Jr. and 
Arnold Clavio, president and founder 
= Igan Foundation. 


‘Negosyo sa Pueblo’ іп Batangas 


PUEBLO Nifio Development Inc, the developers of Residencias at Pueblo 
Nifio and Pueblo Nifio Town Center at Rosario, Batangas, will be organiz- 
ing a franchise exhibit at the development site in Rosario. 

“Tagged “Negosyo sa Pueblo,” the exhibit, which will be held on Satur- 


day, Sept. 18, from 10 a.m. to 5 p. 


., will give exhibitors a first-hand expe- 


rience in exploring the market. It will also give exhibitors the chance to pro- 
mote their businesses to clients. What is makes the exhibition more eye- 
catching is the fact that exhibitors can participate for free. Exhibitors will be 
provided with one standard booth and an exhibit area and will be given the 
opportunity to display and sell their merchandise. 

Residencias at Pueblo Niño is situated in Barangay Masaya, Rosario, 
Batangas. It is located along the national road and is approximately an 
hour and a half drive away from Alabang. It is just 15 minutes away from 
Lipa, 20 minutes from Batangas City and a reasonable drive from the South 
Expressway (Santo Tomas Junction) via the Star tollway. The residential 
complex will have nature parks, fountains, ponds, water oases. The resi- 
dential area will have a private gate with 24-hour security and its own wa- 
ter supply. The clubhouse amenities consist of a multi-purpose hall, swim- 
ming pool, basketball court, pavilion and a children's playground. 

"The commercial development called the Pueblo Niño Town Center will 
include a shopping center, restaurant rows, cinemas, gas station, transport 
terminal, supermarket and Wet and Dry market. 

For more details about "Negosyo sa Pueblo," contact Bianca at 0917- 
8116335 or Cheryl at 0917-539-2394, through their landline at 822-6191 
‘or email smartconceptsevents(@yahoo com. 


Healing 


services 

WITH God nothing is impos- 

sible. Experience the healing 

love of Christ through the Eu- 

charist. Everyone is invited to a Eu- 

charistc Celebration and Healing Services on Sept. 10 
atthe Christ the King Mission Seminary Main Chapel 
at E. Rodriguez Ave. (formerly España Ex) Quezon 
Cy at7:20 p.m. with Ft. Teofilo as the priest presider. 
‘The Eucharistic Celebration and Healing services is 

sponsored by the Servants ofthe Good Shepherd. 


Getting into events 

FOR people interested in getting into the business of 
handling events, Businessmaker Academy (BMA) of- 
fers a series of seminars that will provide a compre- 
hensive and practical guide to starting and managing 
your event management business or team: Balloon 
‘Arrangement (Sept. 10 or Sept. 24); Digital Photog- 
raphy (Sept. 16); Floral Arrangement (Sept. 17); Cre- 
ative Wedding Planning (Sept. 18); High-impact 
events planning and management (Sept. 23). These 
courses will be held at Tektite Ortigas. For more infor- 
mation, сай 687-4445, 687-4645 or 687-3416. 


Tin Can, Licauco launch 


Mobile Inner Awareness 
JAIME Licauco, in partnership with Tin Can 
‘Mobile Solutions, has launched Inner Aware- 
ness on mobile. Inner Awareness, published 
week at Philippine Daily Inquirer every Tues- 
day, is now just a text away to aficionados of 
paranormal phenomena and new age perspec- 
tives. The service is initially open to all Smart 
‘subscribers and will be available to Globe sub- 
scribers by November of this year. Mobile inner 
Awareness has a subscription feature, wherein 
users can opt-in to receive daily insights on 
karma, past lives, psychic powers and paranor- 
mal occurrences from Jaime Licauco. The ser- 
vice also features a question-in portion for 
those who wish to ask questions to Licauco. 
The strength of this service is that users can 
type in any keyword or question, send these to 
the assigned access code, and automatically 
receive а corresponding response. For more 
info, please text INNER to 4633. Available tor 
Smart subscribers only. Р2.50лехі. 


CONSULAR CORPS LUNCHEON 
Last July 28, the Consular Corps ot the Philippines, 
led by its able Dean Consul General Vince Carlos of 
the vory Coast, held its regular monthly meeting at 
the Mandarin Oriental Hotel grand baliroom. As the 
meeting fell on the exact day of the 183rd Indepen- 
dence Day anniversary of the Republic of Peru, 
‘Consul Francis Chua of the Peruvian Honorary 
Consulate graciously hosted the event. Other cele- 
brants included Canada, USA, Tonga, Venezuela, 
Mongolia, France, Colombia, Belgium, Egypt, Van- 


шаш and Morocco. Capping off the hosted lunch 
was the talk given by well-respected Brahmin of in- 
ternational business Dr. Washington Sycip, who 
incidentally was a pioneering member of the Con- 
шаг Corps of the Philippines, as Consul General 
of Austria. Shown are (from let): Betty Chua; Con- 
sul Evie Costa of Togo; Consul Helen Ong of Ango- 

; guest speaker Consul Washington Sycip of Aus- 
tria; host Consul Francis Chua of Peru and Consul 
Fortune Ledesma of Monaco. 


MICROSOFT, PSIA SIGN AGREEMENT 


Microsoft Phils and the Philippines Software In- 
dustry Association (PSIA) recently entered into an 
Industry Linkage Program that provides PSIA 
member companies with training on various MI- 
crosoft development technologies. Present during 
the formal signing of the agreement were (trom 


lett): Mark Yambot, corporale affairs director of 
Microsoft Philippines; Antonio TJ Javier, manag- 
ing director of Microsoft Philippines; Gregorio 
Lainez, president of PSIA and general manager of 
Radix Systems Services; and Fermin Taruc, PSIA 
officer and president of Jupiter Svstems 


те 
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BUSINESS 
Gov't planning to dissolve 15 GOCCs 


the evaluation of the GOCCs and 
the planned dissolution of some 
of them formed part of the gov- 
‘ernment’s streamlining efforts. 

The move came after the Sen- 
ate hit the “mismanagement” of 
state-owned firms and blamed 
the huge losses they incur for the 
country's fiscal woes. The Senate 
committee on ways and means is 
set to conduct an investigation of 
the financial performance of the 
GOCCs. 

‘The Senate directed the DOF to 
submit copies of the GOCCS fi- al 
nancial statements and a report 
оп the salaries of their high-rank- 
ing officials on suspicion that 
while the national government 


By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE GOVERNMENT is consider- 
ing dissolving 15 government- 
owned and -controlled corpora- 
tions (GOCCs), whose functions 
are deemed unnecessary and 
whose poor financial perfor- 
mance is aggravating the coun- 
пуз fiscal woes. 

Budget Secretary Emilia Bon- 
codin said her department and 
the Department of Finance 
were in the middle of the evalu- 
ation of the 15 state-owned 
companies that were being con- 

“sidered for dissolution. She, 
however, declined to name 
these GOCCs. 


BONCODIN 


Boncodin said in yesterday's 
mid-year economic briefing that 


Telcos, broadcast networks, cable 
operators ordered to pay NTC fees 


billion," he added. 

Piltel owes NTC about P1.3 billion 
in unpaid supervision and regulation 
feefrom 1997 to September 2004. 

Phone companies are required to 
pay the NTC a supervision and regu- 
latory fee of 50 centavos for every 
P100 of paid capital, a permit fee 
computed using the same ratio, a 
spectrum users fee and a radio station 
license fee. 

NTC Chair Ronald Solis said the is- 
suc of unpaid fees and conflicting in- 
terpretation of NTC regulation gov. 
erning these fees would be resolved 
by the commission within the third 
quarter. 

Piltel and sister firm Smart said 
that the NTC had been double-charg- 
ing them and that they should even 
be refunded with more than P600 
million. Clarissa 5. Batino 


TELECOM companies, broadcast net- 
works and cable operators were or- 
dered to pay their regulatory fees to 
the National Telecommunications 
‘Commission within the month. 

‘Those who will fail to settle their 
dues during the given period, accord- 
ing to the NTC, will face fines and 
sanctions, including suspension and 
revocation of their licenses to oper- 
ate. 

NTC Deputy Commissioner Jorge 
Sarmiento warned that the agency 
would strictly impose the penalties 
and sanctions on companies that 
‘would not comply with the order. 

Sarmiento said collection letters 
had already been sent to companies 
covered. 

The NTC has so far collected P550 
million in regulatory fees and it is ex- 
pecting to collect some P800 million 


to P900 million more during the 
‘month, Sarmiento said, 

The commission is also after com- 
panies with substantial past due ac- 
counts, including Pilipino Telephone 

ce Piltel has started posting 
profits, it no longer has any excuse 
otto pay its dues, Sarmiento said. 

In a memorandum issued to all 
covered companies, the NTC said a 
50-percent penalty would be slapped 
оп fees that would remain unpaid for 
60 days after Sept. 30. 

"The penalty will be increased by 
опе percent for every month there- 
after, according to Sarmiento. 

“After Sept. 30, the commission 
will continue collecting late pay- 
ments of supervisory and regulatory 
fees, including the required fines,” 
said the deputy commissioner. 

“All told, we can collect about Р1.2 
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Compact MPV 
The space that liberates 


Explore a new world of comfort, freedom, and safety as you ride the 
Matrix Compact-MPV. Make it your first MPV. 
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had been shouldering the burden 
ofthe GOCCs debts, their officers 
were enjoying fat salaries. 

The ways and means commit- 
tee, citing data from the finance 
department, noted that of the 
P5.3-trllion public sector debt аз 
of 2003, the borrowings of the 
GOCCs accounted for P2.1 bil- 
lion, The figure excludes the 
amount spent by the national 
government to help financially 
ailing GOCCs. 

Among the GOCCs, the nation- 

government's 
headache is the National Power 
Corp., whose losses are expected 
to hit P113-P115 billion by the 
end of the year. The government 


tract investments, 


biggest 
on state-owned firms. 


has also committed to absorb 
Маросогз debt amounting to 
over P500 billion to help the 
country’s ailing power sector at- 


The governments streamlin- 
ing efforts were aimed at reduc- 
ing expenditures and averting a 
full-blown fiscal crisis. 

‘The DOF and the DBM have al- 
so prepared a draft executive or- 
der that will grant vast superviso- 
1y power to the finance depart- 
ment over GOCCs, a move aimed 
at instilling financial discipline 


If signed by President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo, the executive order 
will require GOCCS to submit on 
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а quarterly basis their financial 
statements to the DOE. The pro- 
posed EO will also give the 
nance department the authority 
to audit the GOCCs whenever 
deemed necessary. 

‘The DOF is also planning to 
adopt a scorecard system for 
GOCCs, based on which the state- 
owned corporations will be grad- 
ed. Under such a system, the па- 
tional government will set perfor- 
mance targets for all the GOCCs. 
‘Those that will attain their objec- 
tives, such -as revenue targets, 
will be entitled to fiscal incen- 
tives, while those that will under- 
perform will be considered for 
dissolution. 


NEW DEVELOPMENT AT THE GLOBAL CITY 

Bases Conversion and Development Authority Chair Rufo Colayco hands out the 
contract for a 3,800-square-meter property at the Fort Bonifacio Global City to 
Meridien Development Group Inc. chair Jose Е.В, Antonio (middle) and vice chair 
Ricardo P. Cuerva (left). The lot will be the site of South of Market Condominium. 
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Sugar production hits 
20-yr high of 2.34M MT 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


THE COUNTRY' sugar production in the last. 
crop year ending August hit 2.34 million met- 
rictons which, according to the Sugar Regula- 
tory Administration, was the highest record- 
ed in 20 years. 

The country regained self-sufficiency in 
sugar in the previous cropping year cover- 
ing September 2002 to August 2003 with 
total production of 2.16 million metric 
tons. 

With the current level of sugar output, the 
SRA said the industry had started to consider 
exporting to the world market to stabilize 
prices. 

Prior to the previous cropping season, the 
country depended on importation to augment 
local supply which was only 60 percent of the 
national requirement. 

‘The last cropping year's production was 9 
percent higher than the previous year's level, 
said SRA Administrator James Christopher 
Ledesma. 

Ledesma said the industry had i 


creased the country's domestic sugar re- 
serve from 6 percent to 10 percent of total 
production to keep the prices steady at a 
range of P700 to P850 per 50-kilogram 
bag. 

‘To siphon off excess supply in the local 
market, the industry plans to sell to the world 
market some 75,000 metric tons. This despite 
the low world market prices that range from 
only P450 to P470 per bag. 

“As domestic demand remains at only 1.9 
million MT, we must find a way of opening 
new export markets that can absorb our sugar 
surplus,” he said. 

Earlier this year, the sugar industry lobbied 
hard for the government to buy some 70,000 
MT of excess sugar to prevent further dectine 
ofthe prices, which dropped to as low as P600 
per bag. 

Millgate prices fell as well because of sup- 
ply glut, along with the influx of smuggled 
sugar. 

Ledesma said it would be difficult for che 
government to intervene or bailout the indus- 
try because of its budget deficit. 


Bangko Sentral projecting 
$500M in BOP surplus in ‘05 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PHILIPPINES expects a turnaround in 
its balance of payment (BOP) position next 
year toa surplus of $500 million, from the re- 
vised deficit projection of $505 million this 
year, 

‘The optimism was based on the bullish out- 
ook on exports and investments during the 
period. 

"The current account will continue to be in 
a surplus. We're also looking at a recovery in 
foreign investments, which should help boost. 
the BOP position," Bangko Sentral ng Pilip- 
inas Deputy Governor Amando Tetangco Jr. 
told reporters at the sidelines of an economic 
briefing yesterday. 

The BOP measures the foreign exchange. 
transactions between the economy and the 
test of the world, Its major components are 
the current account and the capital and finan- 
cial account. 

The current account records trading of 
goods and services, while the capital and fi- 
nancial account covers loan transactions, in- 
vestment flows and short-term capital. 

The country’s improved export perfor- 
mance and the continuing global economic 
recovery have also prompted the BSP to scale. 
down its BOP deficit projection for 2004 to 
$505 million from $660 million. 


Tetangco noted that the current account 
was expected to post a surplus of $1.48 billion 
by the end of 2004. 

Exports grew by 8.5 percent in the first six 
months of the year from the year-ago level. 
He said exports were expected to continue ris- 
ing due to the increasing demand for elec 
tronics and machinery/transport equipment 
inthe world market. 

He also said remittances from overseas Fil- 
ipino workers, particularly in the US and Eu. 
торе, were expected to post increases. 

Imports also continued to grow in view of 
the expansion in the economy. He said that 
in the first semester of the year, importation 
of capital goods rose by 7.2 percent while 
raw material purchases increased by 2.4 
percent. 

He also stressed that the services sector 
was posting lower deficits due to the follow 
ing: 

Lower net services outflow due to higher 
receipts from travel and communication; 

* Rise in visitor arrivals, particularly from 
the US, Japan, Korea, Hong Kong; 

е Increased operations of call centers re- 
sulting in higher net receipts posted by the 
communications sector. 

"The BOP posted a deficit of 895 million in 
the first seven months of the year due to in- 
creased servicing of public sector debt. 
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By Tessa R. Salazar. 


HY is a congressman like 

Way Kurat spending pre- 

cious minutes of his pri 
lege speech commenting on a 
squabble between a_ disgruntled 
buyer and car manufacturer? 

‘As we may have seen on national televi- 
sion, this humble representative from Com- 
postela Valley doesn’t own a car, much less ап 
SUV and he may be the only government offi- 
cial who bikes his way to work. Way Kurat 
Zamora should be the last person to bring up. 
an automotive-related issue in Congress 


5 complainants 

During his privilege speech last Thursday, 
Zamora spoke of a disgruntled media person- 
ality of a powerful broadcast network who 
had become an unhappy former owner of a 
popular SUV. In the same speech, Way Kurat 
also mentioned four more complaints on the 
same SUV brand from four different owners. 
This spate of complaints prompted Zamora to 
push for legislative measures on automotive 
consumer protection. 

In taking up the cudgels for these com- 
plainants, Zamora might have, inadvertently 
or otherwise, sent the message across that 
even nonmotorists could see the necessity of 
formulating laws governing business transac- 


ers fi 


tions between consumers and auto manufac- 
turers, especially when the items traded in 
question are deemed by their buyers to be 
“substandard” in workmanship. 

The five complainants that Zamora men- 
tioned specified various defects in their 
units—the vehicle veering to the right result- 
ing in uneven tire wear and unstable ride; 
“strange” engine sounds, especially when the 
air-con compressor is on; acid-rain-like stains 
in the chrome front grille; and cracking 
sounds when the sidesteps are stepped on. 

For now the INqumen refrains from naming 
specific auta brands pending a congressional 
inquiry (and a court case) determining the 
complaints’ validity. 


No lemon law in RP 

And for the meantime, legislature has to 
grapple with a more basic problem: formulat- 
ing laws dealing with "lemon" vehicles. 

What is a “lemon” car? A lemon car is basi- 
cally a problem car—a vehicle that has an in- 
herent defect that merits a complete replace- 
ment of the entire unit altogether. The Philip- 
pines, however, has no lemon law to begin 
with. What we have is the Consumer Protec- 
tion Act implemented by the Bureau of Trade 
Relations and Consumer Protection of the De- 
partment of Trade and Industry, and this Act 
deals generally with all types of home appli- 
ances and accessories. 

In the United States, California's Lemon 


nd no law 
?cars 


Law for the protection for new and used car 
buyers states that if you purchase ог lease a 
car in California and then discover that it has 
defects that substantially affect its safety, use 
or value, the state law may help you gain sat- 
isfaction from the vehicle's manufacturer. The 
consumer-action.org states that while the 
Taw cannot help everyone with a "lemon" and 
some people may have to hire a lawyer to get 
their cases resolved, the law does create im- 
portant rights for car buyers. The California 
Lemon Law basically provides consumers 
how to pursue your lemon law rights as well 
as basic information on how the law helps 
people get their cars repaired or replaced un- 
der warranty. 

"Hopefully, people will have a basis to com- 
plain their sad experiences on defective cars," 
said Kurat. He added that the law would pro- 
tect both the consumer and the manufacturer 
because there would bea definition of what a 
lemon car s. 

The salient point of Kurar's speech involves 
the recurring problem even after a consumer 
has already brought the problem unit to the 
manufacturer's attention during the warranty 
period, with the problem continuing even af- 
ter the warranty expires. 


Personal experience 

"This is what the car dealers are refusing 
(to entertain). If the car still encounters the 
Same problem but the warranty period has 


Alemon car 
hasan 
inherent 
defect that 
merits a 
complete 
replacement 
oftheentire 


E-mail: pr. motoringinquirer.com.ph 


Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 


ended, (they say) this is no longer covered,” 
said Rep. Mayo Z. Almario of the second dis- 
trict of Davao Oriental, who interpolated Ku- 
rat. 

Almario «014 the Inquirer that he could re- 
late to this problem because of a personal ex- 
perience with an SUV (of another brand) he 
bought in 1995. The vehicle's wheels were al- 
so misaligned and veered toward the right. 
After it was suggested that he change tires, 
the problem persisted. His mechanics in 
Davao couldn't solve the problem, and so Al- 
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Vehicle 


By Tessa R. Salazar 


OW few people 
know a crash test 
expert, much less 
a female one? The only 
“crash test experts” we 
know in the country are 
the NBI, the police and 
the throngs of “uziseros” 
explaining their own ver- 
sions of an accident and 
oftentimes creating more 
confusion than clarity. 
Soft-spoken Birgitta Trommler, 
36, seems like one of those em- 
powered female leads straight 
fom a Hollywood detective 
movie, But Birgitta is as real as 
anyone could Бе. And her job, 
shall we say, has a real “impact” 
оп the safety and welfare of the 
motoring public. She is a crash 
analysis engineer in Gothenburg, 
Sweden, who specializes in auto- 
motive safety for children. 
Her expertise and “motherly” 
aura whenever she talks about 


the harmony between automo- gent 
tive technology and vehicle safety Р the things I do іп my 
almost always draws an audi. Car crash scenarios work being actually used. It's re- 


ence. 

Birgitta, who holds a master of 
science in mechanical engineer- 
ing at Chalmers University of 
Technology in Gothenburg, is 
married and is a mother of two 
children: Axel, 7, and Ebba, 4. 

She is part of a research team" 
developing new safety systems in 


simulated 


said the job is quite tedious and 
comprehensive, as her team tests 
prototypes again and again until 
they are all satisfied with their 
safety performance. The team al- 
so exhausts every possible way 
that any part of a car would not 
injure anyone. And when the 
clientele involves children, the 
tests become even more strin- 


Part of her job involves looking 
into crashes, whether actual or 


them in a simulation, of course). 
Her team simulates not only pos- 
sible car crash scenarios but dif- 
ferent physiological setups as 
well. For example, they crash test 
the hip, knee and legs of a 
cars to protect occupants. She grownup in collisions of varying 


crash te 


BEING a mother helped Birgitta learn more practical problems on 
vehicle safety involving children. 


speeds and angles. 
consideration the safet 


job to make the front 


specifically at the uni 
because I found a lot 


ing things to work on. And I see 


Female engineers 


Birgitta says in 


(She prefers to see 


rather than the exc 
male engineers are 
monly found than in 
countries. 

Birgitta estimated 


Birgitta’s team also takes into 
trians, thus they also make it their 


car more pedestrian friendly. 
“I didnt study crash testing 


then I tried to get a job at Volvo 


ally fantastic and interesting.” 


where gender equality is a norm 
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expert is a mom 


st 


engineers in Volvo Car Corp. in 
Sweden comprised about 20 to 
30 percent of the engineering 
Workforce. 


Vehicle safety about kids 

But in her line of work, it 
would be a big advantage to have 
children, 

She realized this when she had 
children, as she learned more 
about practical problems about 
vehicle safety involving children. 

She has never been involved in 
any car accident in her life, and 
she hopes to never be in one. 

Is ignorance bliss? She doesn't. 
think so. Asked if her job causes 
her any paranoia, knowing more 
about vehicular accidents than 
most average motorists, she said 
that what she has learned has 
made her more conscious about 
safety driving and equipment. 
She never allows anyone in her 
car without fastening on their 
seatbelts and she always makes 
sure that her children are in child 
seats. 

The more her job creates an 
impact, the less her clients get in- 
jured in one. Ever since she 
joined the Volvo team, passenger 
and driver injuries in accidents 
have decreased 90 percent. 

Indeed, without the women 
engineers in the world such as 
Birgitta, we are bound to repeat 
the remark one former macho 
President warned his political 
foes: “Sa kangkungan na lang 
kayo pupulutin (Your remains 
will just be found among the 
kangkong fields).” 


ty of pedes- 
part of the 


versity, but 
of interest- 


у everyday 


Sweden, 
eption, fe- 
more com- 
most other 


that female 


Soriquez, Agbayani—help! GMA owes one to Ford 


MY HOMETOWN was not spared by the dam- 
age inflicted by the recent typhoon and I must 
eat pride here if only to appeal for help from 
Public Works Secretary Florante Soriquez, 
Pangasinan Gov. Victor Agbayani and Rep. 
‘Amado Espino Jr. 

Please, dear fellas, use your power and re- 
sources to help rebuild roads and bridges de- 
stroyed by the typhoon so that our farmers 
and many other affected families could return 
to their normal life? I know you are all doing 
what needs to be done. 

Many farm-to-market roads have been eat- 
еп by swollen rivers, further making life mis- 
erable for our already impoverished country- 
men, mostly from the boondocks, who rely on 
these roads and bridges to transport their pro- 
duce to the marker. 

Ishelp on its way? 

I was not there when it happened. But 
that is no reason for me not to commend 
Ford Philippines for its pioneering efforts 
in making huge business operations within 
the Asean region. 

Occasion was the sending of the first vol- 
ume of Ford Escapes to Malaysia some days 
back, making Ford the country’s first exporter 
of completely built-up (CBU) vehicles. 

The ceremonial rites held at Ford Lagu- 
na had as guest of honor no less than Trade 
Secretary Cesar Purisima. Purisima's pres- 
ence is proof of government's recognition 
of Ford's gigantic leap toward establishing 
a foothold on the local investment scene. 
To date, Malaysia became the fourth Asean 
country to benefit from Ford Philippines" 
restructured strength to pour in more in- 
vestment opportunities within the region. 

Iraisea glass to that. 

Since the launch of the Ford Export Program 
in 2002, Philippine-made Ford and Mazda ve- 
hieles, such as the Ford Escape and Tierra, and 
Mazda Tribute, have already been successfully 
exported to Thailand, Indonesia and Singa- 
pore. A total of 21,000 units of completely 
built-up vehicles have been exported to date. 

If that isn't confidence in the republic's ca- 

to sustain economic strength, if not 
growth, what is? 


FuLt Б 
Al Mendoza 


Hey, GMA ought to applaud herself. 

‘The expansion of Ford's export initiative 
comes under the Asean Free Trade Agree- 
ment (Afta) program that supports a mul 
lateral policy allowing the trading of vel 
cles at preferential tariffs within the region. 
By allowing the rationalization of manufac- 
turing activities, the Afta has enabled Ford 
to relocate the assembly of models, such as 
the Lynx and the Escape, to the Philippines. 

Needless to say, the expansion of Ford's 
Export Program has already received acco- 
lade, including the award bestowed by 
Thailand on Ford Lynx as Car of the Year in 
the Bangkok Motorshow last year. 

While Henry Co, president of Ford Group 
Philippines, was absolutely ecstatic over 
Lynx's feat, he went to Cloud 9 when the 
Ford Escape became the best-selling small 
SUV in the Thailand market two months in 
a rowearly this year. 

But Ford is no stranger to awards, nor to 
global achievements. In July 2003, the Export 
Program marked its first major milestone 
when Ford vehicles for export reached the 
10,000th unit mark. 

Elated no end by that, Ford Motor Co. Chair 
and CEO Bill Ford announced an additional in- 
‘vestment of $50 million in October 2003 to facili- 
tate the expansion of the Ford Philippines plant 
in Sta, Rosa, Laguna, where the vehicles are as- 
sembled at a rate that exceeded expectations. 

Total exports for 2004 alone are expected 
to reach 16,000 vehicles and more than 
100,000 vehicle units within the next five 
years. Thus, with its export program, Ford re- 
‘mains to be the only car manufacturer in the 
Philippines with a positive trade balance. In 
2003 alone, Ford Motor Co. has cumulatively 
exported $450 million, while imports 
amounted to only $146 million. Contributing 


largely to this positive trade balance is the 
consistent export of finished vehicles assem- 
bled at the Sta. Rosa plant. 

TF only to state the obvious and make GMA 
stand 10 feet tall, the Ford Export Program 
has immensely contributed to the creation of 
jobs in the auto industry, not to mention 
pumping in millions of dollars in revenue to 
the country's dollar reserves. To date, the ex- 
port program has generated $300 million 
from Philippine-made Ford vehicles. 

For the record, Ford Philippines assem- 
bles export units from its sprawling P4-bil- 
lion, 30,000-square-meter, ISO 9002- and 
1S0 14001-certified plant in Sta. Rosa, La- 
guna. 

Since we are at it, lets have a bit of histo- 
ryhere if you don't mind. 

Tam one of the lucky motoring journalists 
who have been to Ford Motor Co., a global au- 
tomotive industry leader based in Dearborn, 
Michigan, not too long ago. Mind you, it was 
not Ford that invited me to fly there but one of 
its chief rivals—Honda. Ironic, huh? 

To the credit of Honda's Arnel Doria, 1 got 
the chance to see the Ford Museum in Dear- 
born. And what а thrill that experience gave 
me. Among others, [saw the car where John 
Е Kennedy was in when JFK was killed by an 
assassin's bullet some 40 years ago. Many 
other cars with history behind them are also 
there, like the one ridden by Bonnie and 
Clyde when they were shot to death. 

It is the Ford company in Michigan that 
manufactures and distributes automobiles in 
200 markets across six continents. With more 
than 328,000 employees worldwide, the com- 
pany's automotive brands include Aston Mar- 
tin, Ford, Jaguar, Land Rover, Lincoln, Mazda, 
Mercury and Volvo. Its automotive-related 
services include Ford Credit, Quality Care and 
Hertz, Just last year, Ford Motor Co. celebrat- 
edits 100th anniversary on June 16. 

Indeed, one can never beat one with a 
track record such as Ford, whose one dis- 
tinction I deeply admire is it helped build 
America's freeways. 

QUOTE ME. Not texting while driving is 
like buckling up. It's the law. 


Lawmakers find no law vs ‘lemon’ cars 


From page CI 
mario drove around with a mis- 
aligned SUV for the next eight 
years. 

Almario added that the scope 
of a lemon law should not be lim- 
ited to cars, but should include 
brand-new accessories or "casa"- 
installed accessories, 


tomotive 


Product recall 

Auto manufacturers, for their 
part, admit that they sometimes 
do produce defective items or 
units, but that a product recall isa 
“dignified” and proper solution to 
the problem. 

Said Honda Cars Philippines 


Inc. deputy head for marketing she stressed. of Investments, and ЕМВ (Envi- 
Arnel Doria: “A product recall is =, ronment Management Bureau for 
not an extraordinary thing. Even Scientific approach safety and environmental aspect) 


the best carmakers in Europe and 
America recall some of their 
products. Since products are run 
by machinery in massive produc- 
tion, it would be impossible to 
make a 100-percent zero error 
stock.” 

Doria stressed, however, that 


customer handling is also key. 
Elizabeth Lee, Truck Manufac- 

turers Association president and 

vice president of Chamber of Au- 


Philippines Inc, stressed that 
though the members of both or- 
ganizations haven't talked about 
the lemon law issue, one main 
question for both or 

has been: 

law) apply to those used vehicles 
that are being imported (and sold 
in auctions)?” 

"If we're really going to protect. 
consumers, we should follow 
standards on quality in order to 
pass global quality measures," 


As much as society and various 
consumer advocates clamor for 
consumer rights and protection, 
everyone involved in the automo- 

industry needs standards to 
be formulated and implemented 
by a credible body whose mei 
bers are technically equipped and 


technologically 


Manufacturers of the sions. 


nizations 
“How will this (lemon 


shields, tires and ет 


is considered substanc 
ated and established 
gether with consult 


the Department of 
tion and Communica 


reau of Trade Regu! 


noncar-related—are 
DTI's BTRCP 


knowledgeable. 
about the industry. This has been 
the sentiment of automotive en- 
gineers and other allied profes- 


For now, the only existing regu- 
lations that the Department of 
"Trade and Industry have are the 
standards for seatbelts, wind- 


instance, a car without a seatbelt 
The standard for vehicles сте- 


reau of Product Standards, to- 


is being implemented by the Bu- 


Consumer Protection of the DTI. 
Consumer complaints—ear- or 


The Consumer Act, or Republic 
Act 7394, gives the DTI jurisdic 


tion, authority and power to im- 
plement the provisions of the 
Consumer Act. Under that law, 
the DTI has jurisdiction over 
manufactured and processed 
products. 

"It will be self serving for the 
carmaker to be the one to dismiss 
a consumers complaint. The 
bible for complaints is the Bureau 
of Product Standards and the 
BTRCP working in tandem," said 
Chris Capistrano, an automotive 
engineer brand manager of the 
automotive department of the 
BOI. 

But then, it seems that this 
"bible" is missing some detailed 
but important “gospels.” 

“For instance, do we have a 
standard that says the ingress and 
egress of a vehicle should always 
һе on the right side? So how 
come there are vehicle doors on 
the left side (danger zone)? 
Whose responsibility is that?" 
Capistrano asked. 

He added that the BTRCP 


should have the basis or standard 


ions. For 
dard. 

by the Bu- 
ations from 


"Transporta- 
tions, Board 


lations and 


filed at the 
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Local automotive parts 
dndustry-clustering 
program proposed 


By Charles E. Buban 


AN ORGANIZATION of local 
pars manufacturers recently 
proposed to the Department of 
‘Trade and Industry an automo- 
tive parts industry-clustering 
program that has the potential 
to increase total exports in 
transmissions and allied parts 
alone from the present P11.4 
to P15.4 billion by 2006. 

The Motor Vehicle Parts 
Manufacturing Association of 
the Philippines in forwarding 
the proposal to Trade Secretary 
Cesar Purisima believes that 
industry clustering would in- 
crease productivity, drive the 
direction and pace of change, 
and even stimulate the forma- 
tion of new businesses. 

MVPMAP president Feli- 
ciano Torres explained indus- 
try clustering as the grouping 
of firms and allied businesses 
with interrelated activities. 

Industry-clustering would al- 
so help the country that only has 
256 automotive parts makers 
compared to competitor coun- 
tries, which have a huge auto- 
motive parts and components 
industry. For instance, Thailand 
has 1,700 while Malaysia has 
350 automotive parts firms. 


Limited to 3 products 

In addition, the Philippines’ 
automotive export base is lim- 
ited to three products only: au- 
to wiring harness, auto trans- 
mission and alloy wheels. 

It was revealed that of the 
256 local parts makers, over 90 
percent are classified as small 
and medium enterprises of 
which the metals producer ac- 
count for 47 percent of the to- 
tal while the rubber accounts 
for 15 percent. 

The leatherettes and trims 
producer represent 18 percent, 
the chemical based has 7 per- 
cent and allied industries, 13 
percent. 

Toyota Motor Philippines 
Corp. senior vice president Ser- 
afin Pantaleon believes the 
clustering program would pro- 
vide higher value for local 
products, more focused invest- 
ment on critical processes and 
products, as well as better 


economies of scale and 
stronger supplier cooperation. 


First-tier suppliers 

Under the transmission clus- 
tering model being proposed, 
Toyota Auto Parts Philippines 
Inc. Asian Transmission Corp., 
Isuzu Autoparts Manufactur- 
ing Corp., Honda Parts Manu- 
facturing Corp., together with 
Laguna Autoparts Manufactur- 
ing Corp., will represent the 
clusters’ first-tier suppliers. 

Torres cited that the possible 
composition of second-tier sup- 
pliers may include Aichi Forging 
Co. of Asia, Philippine HKR Inc., 
Daiwa Seiko Phils. Corp., ЈЕ 
Rubber Philippines Inc., Metals 
Engineering Resource Corp. 
(Metercor), Arco Metal Products 
Co. Inc, Ohtsuka Poly-Tech 
Phils. and Laguna Metts Corp. 

The second-tier group, Tor- 
тез explained will supply the 
first-tier group while at the 
same time export directly to 
other Asean countries. 


Third-tier suppliers 

The third-tier suppliers, on 
the other hand, will provide 
parts to the second-tier group of 
automotive parts suppliers as 
wells tothe first-tier group. 

Notable among the third- 
tier suppliers are Masuda 
Philippines Inc., Yutaka Manu- 
facturing Philippines Inc, 
Yukosha Philippines Inc. and 
other tool and die makers and 
service providers. 

“The 40 percent increase in 
total exports value in transmis- 
sions alone in this clustering 
model represent a volume 
growth from 781,463 units this 
year to 920,123 units in 2006 
‘and is likely to increase up to 1 
million units in 2010 when we 
cover other export markets 
outside Asean,” revealed 
Chamber of Automobile Manu- 
facturers of the Philippines 
president Jose Alvarez. 

Given proper government 
incentives, the automotive 
parts industry expects the clus- 
tering program to also affect 
manufacturers of allied prod- 
ucts such as axles, metal parts, 
plastic parts, automotive elec- 
tronics and interiors. 


CAR SLALOM CHALLENGE PARTICIPANT 

Sacre Bleu Auto Club (with some members shown) was one of the 
participants to the recently concluded first edition of the Рог 
Coliseum Circle Car Slalom Challenge held at the Araneta Coliseum 
in Quezon City. The event was produced by ULOI Communications 
and sponsored by Ford Group Philippines, Fruit Works, INQUIRER 
Super, Manila Standard, Popeyes, Red Ribbon, ВЈІ00 FM, Sterling 
Gifts, Tropical Hut, Tuason Racing, among others. 


to determine if a vehicle is a 
lemon. However, its only basis 
now is the warranty period. 

“In the manufacturing assem- 
bly, there is a vehicle history 
form, astandard operating proce- 
dure. This indicates what is 
wrong with the vehicle, how it 
was made, how tests were done,” 
he said. “Technically, invalid com- 
cannot get away with 


Need for a standard 

“There is a need for the Philip- 
pines to set a standard for all the 
vehicles running on the road. If. 
you go o Edsa now, about 50 per- 
cent of the vehicles running are 
not roadworthy. Creating a stan- 
dard solves all the problems,” he 


said. 
This body should guarantee if 
the vehicles coming in the coun- 
у part ofa worldwide recall. 
"There must be ап indepen- 
dent body like the Sociery of Au- 
tomotive Engineers in the United 
States to look into reasonable 


complaints only. (An indepen- 
dent body) that does not belong 
to the government or manufac- 
turing sector" said Joseph 
Bautista, an automotive engineer 
who works for an auto manufac- 
turing firm. 

He stressed that neither the 
government nor the manufactur- 
ershould investigate. 

“Several years ago, there was 
ап attempt to have an SAE in the 
Philippines comprised of assem- 
blers, academe, government and 
research institutions but it didn't 
take off. In case it pushes through 
in the future, one of its projects 
should be to investigate lemon 
cars,” said Bautista, 

Philippine Automotive Federa- 
tion Inc. chair Frank Nacua said 
that a legislation on lemon cars is 
long overdue, but that this should 
cover not just brand-new cars but 
secondhand vehicles and parts 
and components as well. 

“As of now, nobody checks on 
the road worthiness and safety of 
these cars." 
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‘THE ROLLS-ROYCE Phantom 
topped sales in the ultra-luxury 
car market. 


IF YOU think that а Rolls-Royce is the 
dearest car in the world, you are almost 
correct. At US$320,000, the 6.7-liter, V- 
12 Rolls-Royce Phantom is the second 
most expensive four-door automobile on 
the planet after the $357,000 twin turbo 
V-12 Maybach manufactured by the Mer- 
cedes division of DaimlerChrysler. 

Third in the order of deamess is the 
$234,260 Aston-Martin V-12 Vanquish, 
followed by the twin-turbo V8 Bentley 
Arnage, which has three versions with 
prices ranging from $208383 to 
$265,365. The most powerful Bentley 
limo variant is the Arnage T, the 2005 
model of which was recently unveiled. 


J-Lo’S Phantom 

‘The RR Phantom, by the way, is what 
actor Ben Affleck gifted his fiancée, ас- 
tress/singer Jennifer Lopez—and got back 
after they split up. Despite soaring oil 
prices, these gargantuan gas guzzlers are 
selling well in the United States, so much 
зо that BMW, the owner of Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars, is increasing the Phantom’s 
annual sales target from 400 to 500. But of 


course, only show-biz superstars and mul- 
timillionaire sports stars can afford them. 

‘As of end-April 2004 in the United 
States, the Phantom topped sales in the 
ultra-luxury car market, followed by the 
Aston Martin, the Maybach and the Bent- 
Jey. But it is not clear whether the Bentley 
running fourth is the Arnage saloon or 
the $149,990 12-cylinder Continental 
GT super coupé. 


Super Lexus 

With two German carmakers dominat- 
ing the field (Bentley Motors, originally 
British, is now owned by Volkswagen) 
and the US Ford Motor Co.'s Premier Au- 
tomotive Group competing with the As- 
ton Martin, Japan's Toyota is thinking of 
joining the fray with а super-luxury 
Lexus model. Back in Detroit, America's 
biggest car manufacturer, General Mo- 
tors, is contemplating a high-end, 16- 
cylinder Cadillac. 

The super sports cars—the Ferraris, 
Maseratis, Lamborghinis and Porsches— 
are not mentioned here because they be- 
Jong ina league all their own. 
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Faster than Boxster 

But did you know that Porsche's entry- 
level roadster, the Boxster, is not as fast 
as the Subaru Impreza WRX? Even the 
2005 Subaru Legacy is being advertised 
as faster than the Boxster. 

Perhaps the Boxster referred to is the 
basic 228 bhp 2.7-liter, which requires 
6.4 seconds to hit 62 miles per hour from 
standstill while the 250-hp turbocharged 
Legacy goes from zero to 60 mph in 5.8 
seconds. 


Goodbye, Sentra? 

Starting next month in Japan, Nissan 
Motor will begin selling the Tiida Latio to 
replace the Sunny (known as Sentra 
here). Nissan, Japan's second largest au- 


The dearest cars in the world 


tomaker and an affiliate of Renault, un- 
veiled six new models for the domestic 
market on Aug. 26. 

‘The Tiida will have a 1.5-lter 4 cylinder 
engine developed by Nissan and Renault 
that, Nissan claims, is 30 percent lighter, 
has 20 percent better fuel economy and 5 
percent to 7 percent more torque than cur- 
rent engines. Whether the Tiida Latio will 
also eventually replace the Sentra in other 
Asian markets such as the Philippines is not. 
known, but Nissan announced that it will 
release a total of nine new models around 
the world in the year to March 2005. 


Gay faves 

According to an article 1 read some- 
where, the Audi TT Quattro and new VW 
Beetle are the favorite cars of gays. 

So now, the Audi ТТ may be regarded 
as а “pink” car in the same way that 
Bangkok is reportedly Southeast Asia's 
favorite “pink tourism" destination. 


1.5 VTEC Jazz 
In my comparo of the Honda City 
and the Honda Jazz subcompacts (Aug. 


AT $357,000, the twin-turbo 
V-I2 Maybach is the dearest 
4-door car in the world. 


19), a photo of the City's 1.5-liter, 16- 
valve VTEC engine was published with 
the caption, "What the Jazz does not 
have." But in Thailand, Malaysia and 
Singapore, the original 1.3-liter i-DSI 
(intelligent Dual and Sequential Igni- 
tion) motor has been replaced with 
more powerful engines, the 1.5-liter 
SOHC VTEC and the 1.5-liter i-DSI, 
both mated to Honda's CVT (continu- 
ously variable transmission) system. 

Expect the 1.5-liter Jazz to come here 
soon. Remember that when the all-new 
City was launched in May 2003, 
only available with a 1.3-liter i-DSI pow- 
erplant but in June 2004 Honda Cars 
Philippines Inc. introduced the 1.5-liter 
VTEC City. 

(With reports from Bloomberg News, 
The AWSJ and Autocar) 

TODAY'S BUMPER STICKER: History 
does not repeat itself, historians merely 


repeat each other. 


E-mail comments to asevilla@inguir- 
er.com.ph. 


WHYpon'T OV 


New design 
spare tire cover 


Classy chrome alloy 
wheel finish 


ШЫГА А 
TROOPER 


Something Great Turns Even Better 


Listen to yourself. 


When you experience the fabulous new interior perks 
of the 2005 Isuzu Trooper, don't you want to chill out 
inside this luxurious vehicle? 


As you marvel on its flashy new exterior extras, 
don't you want to show-off? 


, When you realize its fuel efficiency and durability, 
don't you want to have it for a lifetime? 


The 2005 Isuzu Trooper. Why don't you? 


ISUZU 


Your responsible partner 


wwwsuzuphil:con 
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Travel-weary motorists get new rest stop at SLEX 


ume чө нн шоно жш ке ee 
К: 
| by Charles E. Buban 


1 NOBODY BEATS Rapidléss VALUE. NOBODY! MES plying the 


South Luzon Express- 
way (SLEX) will have a 
пем rest stop before proceeding 
to Metro Manila as Caltex (Philip- 
pines) recently opened its newest 
station located in Barangay San 
Antonio, San Pedro, Laguna. 
The 22-hectare Caltex SLEX 
Superstation 1 is the biggest so 


: A! far for the company. 
i to the aem he opening of this retail sta- 
1 EE esL CENE outlets and convenience sore, 
васе NM рген i motorists can also avail of the ser- 
! а о "ecd ae sid] vices of Caltex's Xpress Lube to 
1 т ВЕ Ж) te UY make sure their cars аге in top 
TIC FILTER CHANGE OIL FILTER CHANGE) | changing needs, as well as to the i og mue 
| IL FILTER CHANGE | OIL FILTER CHANGE! | philippines as an investment des- LA Ч И The Xpress Lube is the latest 
IFOR GASOLINE ENGINES | FOR DIESEL ENGINES | | ination,” said Caltex country осе 
: : press Lube bays 
1, iwctuven: LEER E! chair Randy Johnson during the 
" | SISTERS спосо oit 1 Гак all over the country. 

OIL FILTER = T 8 meo The Xpress Lube outlet offers 
" P499 | Johnson added that building Е oil change packages, mainte- 
th wi baw em Sy the SLEX Superman 1 is alo fn боз о 

UNE-UP SPECIAL 1 BEES ALIGNMENT Тр expands retail network that now 5 ig De Mee oe йез 
rot Qa LT P600 stands at 840 nationwide. : pem 
iis ], sands : A , servicing, radiator flushing, bat- 

nes er Ue Era ы ЫЫ ысы : teyiesiig and awe detiling 
i! П arise [Балк CLEAN а 1! пу and the fifth largest in the à " маа Че Aes йе и 


Lie area eres ey T (4 Sidas) P1 501 world (based on market capital- T B : БЕ неа тй 
P799! E TION 
E EE ANE: Е RA | employees in approximately 180 Б 


us LUBE, AME Stine ROTATION on. P Doreen MEE PROVIDING mall-like ambience, the SLEX Superstation I brought Helping disadvantaged kids 


VALID UP TO DEC. 31.2004 асосе а its co-locators under one roof. Launched in December 2001, 


iu 

1 

! the CIPT program was designed 

1 Ra, cle In addition to Star Mart, Caltex Тһе result is a mall-like ambi- Caltex is positioning this supet- to each and equip disadvantaged 
has invited other co-locators encewhere motoristsneed not go station as a complete stopover Children with sls to help them 

! AUTO SERVICE EXPERTS namely, McDonald's, Henlin, too far if they want todine or do destination here at the SLEX,” pyild a good future. 

| Жени. MEET OR BEAT ANY COMPETITORS WRITTEN ESTIMATE. =) Starbucks, Cinnabon, Pancake last-minute shopping for sup- said Johnson. me ae она Owe our 
House and Kentucky Fried Chick- plies. à e ти 
еп and brought them together "Ву partnering with some of Caltex's Xpress Lube titer сыкты 


a : the training grounds of the 
under one roof. thecountrystopfast-food chains, Іп addition to the various food "е TING EAN, are give 


en the honor of 
lending a hand to 
youths seeking a 
better and more em- 
powered — future," 
said Caltex Lubri- 
cants reseller sup- 
port manager Ben- 
Jie Latorre. 

He added that 
with the addition of 
the Xpress Lube bay, 
the SLEX Supersta- 
tion 1 is now a full- 

i $ Е: Эз a service rest stop pro- 
3 чах 8 à viding food, fuel and 
maintenance — or 

theircars. 


Appreciation 
program 

Also during the 
SLEX Superstation 1 
inauguration, Caltex 
employees, from top 
managers down, met 
and interacted with 
motorists — during 
their refueling stop. 

Called the Cus- 
tomer Appreciation 
Program, one of the 
activity's objectives is 
to enable Caltex em- 
ployees to improve 
understanding of and 
better know the cus- 
tomers of their com- 
pany. 

“The program is 
important in the 
sense that it reaf- 
firms the need for us 
to provide a direct 
line of sight to our 
customers,” — ex 
plained Caltex gen- 
eral manager for 
marketing (commer- 
cial and industrial) 
Lito Lopez who wit- 
nessed a similar cus- 
tomer appreciation 
program їп Thai- 
land, where it origi- 
nated. 

Employees partici- 
pating in the pro- 


Р gram will be assigned 
Саара, : 


lar fuel pump station 
and will be tasked 


pum ом мондер am a ae узлы morons AUTQUALLUOTOR saes ancer manera. о. with interacting with 
27 тла Sst сн „ | customers 
PILHINO SALES CORP Tol. Nos. 633-1263; 535-4936 10 38 Wie пы) 4783677; 004) 472. Mq Tar Won ost 4-427 en soia After satisfying the 


Viscera © San Foran: a 
[Ir Me swam wocomenmum Nee gazono puema кке woro onno con Piston 
SUZUKI makani Жа SEPA e воро Cy Sa er (Gd 901-9957; 045) 961-7748 tend Manat Square anoo Cobu Cay Davao ‘employee will give а 
Marc Жезде ДЕБНЕ 42:2048 ЗА T ow ye) Sitio od 348 эме үл ме аы 
To os 807-8103 e; sone venas 

шон ую Om w = жолмо ciation to the cus- 
балон en m MA Ами та femp Palo, Loye ANFLO MOTOR CORP. tomer, just like what 
Toros 125010 заотьнот. Dagupan Cay. PRINCE MOTOR cone Lr p өл Оо Cay LUE they did during the 
Teese Aa o (d sis aua dou Cay Brasen коз Sto oe os) 323-0999 San zar sess е 

Dr E inauguration. 


I Watch out for the 
UMBRELLAS FROM YOKOHAMA! г. 


Get your umbrella with every purchase of 2 passenger car tires or 2 light truck 
E radial tires. Also, a free high performance golf umbrella comes with every purchase 
of 2 high performance tires. 


Promo period is from August 1 to September 30, 2004. Know it. Ride It. 
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Fresh salads brought 
to your doorstep 


MAGINE this... 
І fresh greens, wal- 

nuts, — mangoes 
and kani with raspber- 
ry vinaigrette or taco 
fixings over a bed of 
crisp lettuce. For inter- 
esting salad choices at 
only P90 an order, 
which is good for two, and delivered right at 
your doorstep, call Goolai at 6471205. 


Reggie Aspiras 


Lapu-lapu recipe 
Can you give me the recipe for steamed 
lapu-lapu in soy sauce? 
-TEXT MESSAGE 


Next time naman say hello to me in your 
text ha, but you said thank you anyway. Here's 
your lapu-lapu recipe and some steaming tips. 

ө The steamer should be % full of water. 

* Water must be on rolling boil for at least 
seven minutes before steaming. 

ө Fish is done when eyeballs pop out or, 
when inserted, the tip of a knife goes through 
the fish smoothly. 

To add a little twist to this classic, 1 like. 

adding a cup of fresh sliced shiitake mush- 
rooms or 1/3 cup of orange juice while cook- 
ing my sauce. | also steam flounder instead of 
lapu-lapu. I know flounder as lapad but others 
call it dapa. But I know дара as sole. Delicate 
flavor and much cheaper. 
Steam only very fresh fish, swimming if 
possible. Farmers and Arranque Markets or 
Gourmet Fresh in Annapolis Greenhills are 
good sources. 

For a one-stop ingredient shop, call Loli- 
ta's in Farmers at 9112567. 

Steamed Fish. 

1.5 kilo whole fresh fish, scaled, gutted and 
scored (shallow cuts-in а diamond pattern on 
surface of fish) 

2slices of ginger, julienne 

4 thsp shiao sing (rice wine) 

2 tbsp sesame oil 

‘e Put fish on a plate to fit inside the steam- 
er 


Top with ginger, sliced leeks, whole 
spring onions. 
* Dribble with shiao sing and sesame ой. 


me 


| Other Fitness Centers 


‘Steam fish for 20- 
tes. 

© Transfer to a plat- 
ter, with drippings. 

Sauce 

% c green onions, 
sliced two-inches long 

1 c leeks, sliced di- 
5 agonally 
2slices ginger, julienne 

1/3 clight or seafood soy sauce 

1-2tbsp, +/-sugar 

3 thsp shiao sing 

1 tbsp vegetable oil 

2 tbsp sesame oil 

white pepper, to taste 

Mec water or stock 

handful coriander sprigs 

* Heat up a wok; add oil. 

© Add ginger, soy, sugar, shiao sing, stock 
and pepper. 

ө Adjust seasoning with pepper and sugar 
totaste. 

‘eum off heat and add leeks, spring 
onions. 

* Top fish with sauce. Garnish with corian- 
der. 
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Fromkitchen to laundry 
My husband is very particular about 
stains and creases but allergic to a lot of 
cleaning agents. 1 heard there were com- 
mon kitchen ingredients I could use for 
laundering. 
BETINA 


Although I'm a cucinera and nota labandera, 
1 know quite a few tricks in this department. 
Remedies from the kitchen generally work 
wonders and are far safer than commercially 
available bleaching agents. Ive tried lemon 
but Гат not sure if calamansi works. Guess it 
does cause our Manang scrubs her whole body 
with kalamansi and she seems bleached 
enough to me! 

Instead of bleach, add ¥4-Y cup lemon juice 
or % cup white vinegar to water for both hand 
and machine washing. 

For socks, undies and T-shirts that no longer 
look white, add the juice of one whole lemon 
to a basin of boiling hot water. Soak the items 
for at least 30 minutes. Wash as usual. 


‘One-on-one 
‘supervision 
towards'a’® 

Great Body: 


d 


FLOUNDERisa less expensive substitute for lapu-lapu and may be steamed and served with mushroom ir 


‘To make jeans softer, add one teaspoon salt 
to detergent while washing. To help maintain 
their color, soak for an hour in two tablespoons 
saltand one gallon cold water. Wash inside out. 

For creased collar, cuffs, linen, lace place- 
mats and doilies, mix Y4 cup water and % cup. 
sugar in a small pan. Stir over low heat until 
dear. Do not bring to a boil. Cool. Soak collar, 
etc. then squeeze off excess. Straighten out 
with your hands. Lay flat let dry. Ironing may 
be optional. 

‘To remove stubborn table cloth stains, use 
Original Safeguard (Beige). The embroidery 
and monogram experts Budi and Cristina of 
Las Bordadoras and Esling the Carpet and Sofa 
Cleaner swear by it.For red wine stains, rub im- 
mediately with white wine. 
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Food and wine pairing 

Much about food depends on personal pref- 
erence. While there may be rules, at the end of 
the day, whether red or white with chicken or 
with fish, you can do as you please. 

Generally, one goes from light to dark/white 
to red wine. This is because meals start light 
then become progressively heavy in terms of 
taste as you get to the main course. Don't serve 
red with delicate ap- 
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|; Tufts University, USA. It's harmless and | 
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* ' (NO INTEREST. 
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NO JOINING FEES. 
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PLEASE CALL THE CENTER NEAREST YOU FOR FREE BODY; SKIN AND FIGURE ANALYSIS. 


'ALAGANG Carlo/itahi 809-0398 
BINONDO Tholma/Melanie 242-1312 
CALOOCAN Sherry/Dheng 365-7653 
CEBU Riva 231-3254 

GREENHILLS Bianca 726-6505 
LEGASPI VILL. Heidih/Grace 893-8935 
MALATE Daiay/Tin 536-0619 


CALL US 


ww w.slimmersworld.com.ph 
Inqulrea stimmersworld.com.ph 


SKN CENTER HOTLINES: ALABANG 7750580/09182912510. 


MEGAMALL Sheila/ienny 631-4869 
PASAY RD Cher/Eleanor 887-1335 
Pasay Rd cellphone 09178515920 
PASIG Kaye/Joc 681-5333 

SM NORTH Mitch 929-5429. 

SUBIC Beth 252-6514 

TRAFALGAR Breezy 814-0138. 
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CHICHARONG bangus skin 


Bangus, the restaurant, 
has come up with new milkfish 


recipes to keep foodies interested 


A 4. 


€ 
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The versatile 


national 


Text by Alex Y. Vergara. 
Photos by Rudy Esperas 


OT only is bangus (milkfish) tasty, its 
N also perhaps the most versatile fish to 
ever grace the local kitchen. 

‘Just ask Diana Santamaria, one of the own- 
ers of Bangus Restaurant in Greenhills, who 
introduced recently five new and novel ways 
toserve the fish. 

We're not referring to kare-kare, bistek or 
lumpia made from bangus. The dishes, which 
also came from the Bangus kitchen, are now 
old hat. Nor has the restaurant dared tinker 
with such best-selling bangus classics as sini- 
gang, relleno and inihaw. 

This time, Santamaria and her team are in- 
troducing such creations as bangus salad, 
grilled bangus belly with sampaloc candy sauce 
and crispy kangkong, garlic mushroom stuffed 
with bangus sisig, bangus salpicao with fried 
camote, and tofu steak with bangus sisig. 


Healthier options 

“It’s our way of keeping people interested 
in our restaurant,” says Santamaria, “as well 
as providing them with healthier options." 

Bangus salad sits on a bed of lettuce and is 
garnished with three kinds of native camote or 
sweet potato for added color: yellow, white and 
violet. 

Strips of smoked bangus (tinapa), decided- 
ly the piece de resistance, provide a rather or- 
dinary dish a distinctive flavor. Like most sal- 
ads, this one is best served cold. 

А number of items drew inspirations from 
foreign dishes. The grilled bangus belly with 
sampaloc candy sauce and crispy kangkong is 
Santamaria's version of the Japanese chicken 
teriyaki, while the garlic mushroom stuffed 
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fish 


with bangus sisig, which is best savored as pu- 
lutan, is perhaps her sizzling plate equivalent. 
ofthe American steak. 

"Those on the South Beach Diet might want to 
consider the tofu steak with bangus sisig. Not 
only is it low in calories, the dish is also rich in 
protein—what with all that tofu—and low in 
fat. As long as dieters go casy on the fried 
camote, the bangus salpicao is also a good 
choice. 

The introduction of new dishes coincided 
with Bangus' transfer to a bigger, more accessi- 
ble location along Greenhills’ new restaurant 
row. True to its name, around 30 percent of the 
restaurants menu consists of bangus dishes. 
Meat lovers, however, need not despair. 


More than just bangus 
Bangus also offers such all-time Filipino fa- 
vorites as crispy adobo, bulalo, kare-kareng 
buntot, crispy pata, pork sisig, binagoongang 
baboy and other, well, cholesterol-rich fare. 

‘The restaurant has a variety of sizzling spe- 
cialties, fresh seafood and vegetable dishes. 

“Many of our dishes are cooked the tradi- 
tional way" says Santamaria, who hails from 
Pampanga, “Diners are assured of the quality 
and consistency of our bangus, as we get them 
from the best sources in Pangasinan, Pampan- 
gaand Iloilo.” 

‘Santamaria and her partners first opened 
for business as one of a dozen franchise hold- 
ers of Bangus їп 1982. While other fran- 
chisees closed shop over the years, the one 
they managed continued to flourish. 

By constantly introducing new bangus dish- 
es, exclusively available in their Greenhills 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2004 


BANGUS salpicao 
camote fries 


place, it didn't take long before their branch 
became the restaurant chain's leader, surpass- 
ing even the one ran by the original owners. 

‘After nearly two decades as a franchise 
holder, Santamaria and company bought the 
rights to the Bangus name three years ago. 

With its own central kitchen now in opera- 
tion, the group is open to franchising. After 
all, fresh ways of cooking bangus are definite- 
ly most welcome among Pinoys. 


E-mail the author at avergara@inquir- 
er.con.ph 


EAST Café al Rustan's has extended its To- 
fu Festival until Sept. 15. The Crusty Tofu 
Stuffed with Prawns and Porkis a healthy 
alternative to open-faced sandwiches. The. 
Silken Tofu Hot Pot with Prawns and 
Mushroom, Whole Baby Lapu-Lapu 
Stuffed with Маро Tofu, Tofu Salmon in 
Banana Leaves аге also of- 
fered. For those who want to 
skip rice and meat, the Tofu 
Burger, 100-percent pure 
vegetarian patty, із a filling 
alternative, Desserts include Tofu Choco- 
Orange Cake and Tofu New York Cheese- 
саке. East Café is at 2/L, Rustan's Makali. 
Call 8120233. 


LUK Yuen celebrates Moon Cake Festival. 
The Noodle House now offers its very own 
delicious moon cakes for dine-in and take- 


Tofu festival extended 


DiNING OUT 


ош for P220 (six pleces/box) or dine-in at 
P40, single serve. Moon cakes are avail- 
able for the whole month of September. 
Visit Luk Yuen at any of its outlets at 
Greenhills Shopping Center; SM Megamall 
Basement B; in Makati: Glorietta 2, Ayala 
Center; Cash and Carry near Buendia: 
Paseo de Magallanes; and 
Makati Supermart, Alabang 
‘Town Center, Alabang. 


EDSA Shangri-La's Sum- 
mer Palace features Mid-Autumn Festival 
until Sept. 28. Moon cakes filled with lotus. 
seed paste and salted egg yolk in the center, 
black bean and mixed nuts and pineapple 
paste are offered. Special discounts are 
available for purchases of 10 boxes or 
more. Call 6338888. 


SHANGHAI Bistro 
celebrates the Moon 
Саке Festival un 
Sept. 28. Four pieces of 
moon cake made from 
white lotus cream and 
two egg yolks go for 
P480; four pieces made 
from red lotus cream 
with two egg yolks, 
P450; six pieces made 
from red lotus cream 
with one egg yolk, 
P350. Shanghai Bistro 
is located at the 3/F of 
Paseo Center, Makati 
and Eastwood City 
Walk 2, QC. Call 
8928870 (Makati) and 
6877103) 6871861 
(Q9. 


KWANG Tong celebrates its first year an- 
niversary with an ongoing promo. Several 
cholces of full-course meal sets for four or 
more persons are available everyday, ex- 
cept Sundays and holidays, for only P99 
per person. Kwang Tong is located at Glori- 
etta 4, Makati. Call 8140945/ 8140952. 


JADE Garden Cantonese Restaurant cele- 
brates its 24th anniversary this month. Its 
seasoned resident chefs from Hong Kong 
prepared two special sets of menus 
dubbed “Two to Party” to launch its an- 
niversary promo. An atfiliate of Maxim's 
Restaurant group-Hong Kong, Jade Gar- 
den is open daily for lunch and dinner and 
is located at Greenbelt 1, Ayala Center, 
Makati City. Call 8922319/8124548. 


‘SUPER Bow! of China offers a spread of 
dimsum, noodles, desserts and bottomless 
iced tea in Eat All You Can for only P120. 
‘Available daily, 2-6 p.m. until Sept. 15 at Su- 
per Bow of China branches at Megastrip of 
‘SM Megamall; Jupiter St, Bel-Air, Makati; 
Glorietta 4, Ayala Center, Chefs Avenue, Fes- 
tival Mall, Alabang; 2/L, SM City North Edsa; 
Eastwood City Walk 2, Libis; and G/L of SM 
Fairview. The promo is also avaiiable at Big 
Buddha Restaurant, Greenbelt 3, Makati 


MANILA Pavilion Hotel's Pavilion Court 
presents the Szechuan Festival until Sept. 
26. Dishes include Com Soup with Minced 
Fish, Pang Pang Chicken Rolls, Wo Tao. 
Bean Curd, Baked Pork Rack Chili Sweet 
Sauce, Steamed Chicken and Gluten 
Szechwan Style, Diced Beet Heong La, 
‘Spicy Dumplings and Glutinous Rice Meat 
Balls. Call 5261212. 


BURGOO American Bar is giving away 
P250 worth of gift certificates to ай grand- 
parents who dine at Burgoo on Sept.12. 


EAST Café's Tofu Burger 


The GCs are courtesy of Chinese Monk. 
Burgoo has branches at 310 Tomas Morato 
Extension, South Triangle, Diliman, Quezon 
City; 2/L Podium, Ortigas Center, Man- 
daluyong City; 3Л. Power Plant Mall Rock- 
well Center, Makati City. Call 927424, 
8981815 or 6875254, 


CHINESE Monk offers a special treat for /0- 
Josand lolas on their special day. All 
grandparents who dine at Chinese Monk 
wall automatically receive free "Lunch for 
Singles" gitt certificates courtesy of Bur- 
оо American Bar and Restaurant. Chinese 
‘Monk is at the Power Plant Mall, Rockwell 


Center, Makati City. Call 8974129, 8973785. 
and 8969429. 


THE PENINSULA Manila's Spices Restau- 
rant holds the Indian Thali Food Festival, 
tomorrow until Oct. 17. А thali consists of 
a small amount of different dishes plus 
basmati rice and chapati, chutney and 
dessert. Call 8872888. 


DIMSUM ‘n Dumplings introduces Crab 
and Corn Balls, Salmon Tofu, Crab Sticks 
and Honey Ham Siomal. These аге avail- 
able at ай Dimsum п Dumplings restaurant 
and kiosk outlets. Call 7219695 to 98. 
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that used vehicles 

from abroad, along 
with their defects, are be- 
ing brought in nonstop, 
but even brand new vehi- 
cles have their faulty 
parts as well. 

The defective vehicle of broad- 
caster Gene Orejana is but one of 
many cases reported. More re- 
cently, the Department of Trade 
and Industry (DTI) announced 
that the local distributor of Kia 
Rio is recalling 328 units sold in 
the country between January 
2000 to March 2004, to replace 
their fuel distributor assembly. 

DTI explains that this is actual- 
ly part of the worldwide recall 
program being done by Kia Mo- 


[= alarming enough 


Dealer recalls defective vehicles 


tors Corp. (КМС), after analysis 
found that the vehicles’ fuel dis- 
tributor assembly could 
crack—and possibly cause fuel 
leakage—when used over a long 
period of time. 

Although no such case has 
been reported in the Philippines, 
DTI says the distributor is recall 
ing the units to "ensure the safety 
of people and reliability of their 
vehicles." 

Only a few weeks ago, Vic del 
Fierro of the Coalition for Con- 
sumer Protection and Welfare 
complained that his Kia Rio had 
been in the repair shop for two 
months. It couldn't be repaired, 
he зайй, no spare part, an ex- 
haust camshaft, was available. 


Cell phone theft 
By the way, don't think that cel- 
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Marietta 
Velasco Giro; 


lular phone snatching has de- 
clined just because there are now 
25 million Filipinos (current in- 
dustry estimate) with cell 
phones. Del Fierro lost his unit 
while dining in a Quezon City 
restaurant. 

He recalled, "I was on my way 
to the restroom, a few steps away 
from the table, when I remem- 
bered that left my cellular phone 
beside my plate. I hurried back to 
get it, but it was already gone. 
Stolen! As I expected, the waiters 


said they didn't see anybody take 
x; 


Vehicle recalls 

Information on recent and past. 
recalls of vehicles and equipment 
is published regularly by the Con- 
sumer Reports. Unfortunately, it 
is published abroad and only 
back issues are available at Book 
Sale shops. Readers with access 
to the Internet, however, can find 
this information on the web site 
www.ConsumerReports.org. 

Here are samples of informa- 
tion provided in the September 
issue of the publicati 
* 321,903 sport utility vehicles 
(years 01-03 Ford Escape) with 
3.0 liter V6 engines made 1/00 to 
9/02. Hazard exists when vehicle 
is decelerating at speeds below 
40 mph. Fuel-air mixture could 


be too rich, causing the stall. 
(What to do? Have dealer repro- 
gram powertrain control mod- 
ule) 

187,790 cars made 5/00 to 
5/04 (years '01-'04 Kia Rio and 
Rio Cinco). Under certain condi- 
tions, fuel intake connection 
could crack and leak, possibly re- 
sulting in fire. (What to do? 
Have dealer replace fuel distrib- 
шог and main fuel-tube assem- 
blies) 


Citibank gets award 

Based on the effectiveness of 
its online services and product of- 
ferings, Citibank was among the 
winners in the first round of the 
search for the “World's Best Inter- 
net Banks” conducted by Global 
Finance, an international publi- 
cation with wide readership. 


According to our friends at the 
Citibank marketing and commu- 
nications department who sent us 
the announcement, the search 
covers banks all over Asia-Pacific, 
Central and Eastern Europe, 
North America, Latin America 
and Middle East/Africa. They 
add, "Winners in the first round: 
were cited for Best Corporate/In-* 
stitutional Internet Banks and 
Best Consumer Internet Bank at 
country level. The final round 
will culminate in the selection of 
winners for the regional and 
global levels (who will attend 
the) awards ceremony this Octo- 
ber in New York.” Н 
Citibank Online is а 
www.citibank.com.ph. 


Email the author ш 
siron@mailstation.net 


‘THE MAX Brenner Chocoholics: Haiti, Red Berries and Sweet Cherries Margarita and 
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Tips for keeping meat safe 


KEEP your family safe 
from food-borne disease- 
causing germs by taking 
extra care when buying 
food... 

To keep meat safe for con- 
sumption, for instance, some 
guidelinės have to be observed 
from buying to cooking. 

Monterey offers some basic 
rules to observe. 

In the supermarket, buy non- 
perishable items first before 
frozen goods, Immediately store 
meats in refrigerators or freezers, 
since food-borne disease-causing 
microorganisms thrive at room 
temperature. 

Put meats in separate, tightly 
sealed plastic bags when storing 
in the freezer or ref to avoid 
cross-contamination. This wil 
prevent raw meat juices from 
coming into contact with other 
meats, leftover dishes, ready-to- 
cat foods and fresh produce. 

Wash your hands thoroughly 
when preparing, handling and 
storing meats. Food contact 
points like cutting boards, knives 


and countertops should be kept 
clean and sanitized. 

Meats thawed іп the refrigera- 
tor can be re-frozen before or af- 
ter cooking, according to experts. 
But those defrosted by other 
means should be cooked first be- 
fore meats are returned to the 
freezer. 

Buy only from trusted sellers. 
Monterey hogs and cattle, for in- 
stance, are Grade A imported 
breeds subjected to exacting in- 
ternational standards. They pro- 
duce leaner, higher quality 
meats, which are handled with 
much care at every stage—from 
livestock production to retailing 
at the Monterey Meatshops. 

The company uses a unique, 
advanced blastchiling tech- 
nique right after slaughter to 
minimize bacterial growth and 
seal in freshness and nutrients. 
Monterey meats are checked di 
ly by the National Meat Inspec- 
tion Commission to ensure they 
are disease-free. 

Monterey meats are available 
in neighborhood meatshops and 
leading supermarkets. 


*My Way' with Prichon 


THE REGGIE Aspiras School of 
Culinary Arts will conduct the fol- 
lowing classes: 

Sept. 10 (Friday: Prichon 
Done My Way - Crisp Fried Le- 
chon de Leche Done My Way, 
served Peking-duck style with 
homemade flavored pancakes 
and 12 sauces. * 

Sept. 11 (Saturday): Fried Rice 
and Stirfried Rice Noodles (all. 
new)-Fried Rice: salted fish, Thai 
sausage, bagoong, nonya paella, 
duck, Noodles: Phad Thai, Laksa, 
Stirfried Beef, Seafood. Dessert: 
Sticky Rice with Mangoes 

Sept. 13 (Monday): Fancy Sal- 
ads (all-new)-Pan-fried Foie Gras 
with Berry Vinaigrette, Foie Gras 
French Toasts with Fig and Bal- 
samic Rueduction, Oriental Steak 


Salad with Shiitake, Crispy Noo- 
dle Salad with Seafood in Sweet 
and Sour Dressing, Deep Sea 
Scallops and Kani with Fruit and 
Cress, Maple Walnut Chicken, 
Roasted Pears with Blue Cheese 
and Portobellos 

Sept. 15 (Wednesday): Fresh 
Pasta Workshop 101 (all- 
new)-Noodle-making Майе 
Easy: Mushroom Ravioli; Mixed 
Cheese Ravioli; Canneloni; 
Lasagna Bolognese; Crab and 
Prawn Lasagna; Red, Green, 
Black Pasta with Sauces. (Bring 
your pasta machine if you own 
one.) 

Classes are held 10:30 am- 
1:30 p.m. Call 9289296/ 
9273008/6335162/6474744/ 
0917-8399888. 


Fresh salads . . smpun: 


Red 

Beef - Pinot Мой, Merlot, 
Cabernet, Zinfandel 

Poultry - Beaujolais; 

Red sauce pasta — Beaujolais, 
Pinot Noir, Merlot, Cabernet, Zin- 
fandel 

Pork- Beaujolais, Pinot Noir 

Chocolate = Merlot, Cabernet, 
Port 

Strong cheeses (blue, feta, brie, 
havani etc...) - Cabernet, Beaujo- 
lais, Pinot Noir, Merlot, Cabernet, 


Zinfandel, Port 

Next week: White wine and 
champagne pairing 

People want me to come up with 
a list of where to buy edible Christ- 
mas gifs. If you know of anyone 
who makes delicious and interest- 
ing treats, please let me know. 

‘Starting September, due to pub- 
lie clamor (На!На!На!), Kitchen 
Rescue will be a weekly column. 


Text 0917-8399888. 
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Cocktails for 


MAX Brenner, the country’s only 
chocolate bar introduces Aphrodisi- 
ac, a wide variety of chocoholic 
drinks for those with a sweet tooth, 

Warm cocktail concoctions include 
Maragnan, а milk chocolate drink 
with Irish Cream, espresso and cinna- 
mon; and Colima, a milk chocolate 
with cognac and hazelnut essence. 

Cold beverages include the Chia- 
раз, a white chocolate drink with red 
berries and créme de cassis; Caibo, 
milk chocolate with pineapple and 
coconut milk; Bahia, white chocolate 
cream with banana punch; Haii 
white chocolate with apples and hon- 
ey; Java, white chocolate with pas- 
sion fruit and orange peel; Vera Cruz, 
white chocolate truffle with mango 
and yogurt; and Cayenne, milk 
chocolate truffle with cappuccino 
and vanilla. 


the 


WARM COCKTAILS, Maragnan and Colima 


For non-choco drinkers, Max Bren- 
ner hasa wide assortment of flavored 
margaritas and vodka cocktails, 
fused with grapefruit, mint, jasmine, 
cherries, berries, lychee and others. 


sweet-toothed — 


Max Brenner is at Greenbelt 3, Ay- 
ala Center, Makati. Order an "Aphro- 
disiac" drink from Monday to Friday 
between 6-9 p.m. and enjoy a 10 per- 
cent discount. 
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Elena Flower Vase 


Lambada Collection 
a. Soup Bowl Set с. Aqua 
b. Water Jar 


classy | 
Borgonovo E. lassware 


from [а 


ly 


glassware Ё 


Conic Collection 
a. Water Jug с. Tumbler Set (set of 3) 
b. Bowi 
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USING the paddle attachment of an electric mixer, ADD the raisins or dried blueberries or walnuts. ADD the egg-and-cream mixture and blend for 


TRANSFER dough to a lightly floured surface. Use 


mix the butter and dry ingredients in slow speed 
for two minutes. 


Continue mixing for one minute. 


another one minute. 


your hands to gently knead the dough until it can 
bbe formed into a ball. Cover with plastic and rest. 
for 10 minutes. 


Easy and quick homemade scones 


P Nac ce 


me 


PREHEAT oven to 180°C. In a bowl, 
whisk together egg and cream. Set 
aside. In another mixing bowl, combine 
flour, sugar, salt and baking powder. 
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‘Text by Vangie Baga-Reyes 
Photos by Romy Homillada 


HERE is something partic- 

ularly satisfying about 

homemade breads. For 
one thing, you are sure they are 
freshly baked. And freshly baked 
bread, of course, is great with 
soups, tea or coffee, or even just 
butter and jam. 

But making your own 
bread can be time-consum- 
ing and exhausting, so here. 
is something tasty that you 
can do at home in a jiffy. Classic scones, 
which are of Scottish origin, are “quick 
bread. 

“Scones are easy to whip up if you have 
friends coming over for tea ог coffee. It's 
great with cream, jam or fresh fruit," says 
Johnlu Koa. 

Scone have been described as smoother 
than English muffins, heavier than muffins 
and thicker than flat bread. When baked, 
scones have some height—though not as 
much asa biscuit—from rising in the oven, 
are lightly browned on the outside and 
cooked all the way through on the inside. 
When halved, they should be slightly 
crumbly, tender and almost cake-like or 
flaky, depending on how they are made. 

‘Scones are traditionally served for after- 
noon tea in England, but in other coun- 
tries, they are served any time of the day, 


STEP BY STEP 


but usually for breakfast or snacks. 

According to Barron's "Food Lovers 
Companion," the quick bread is believed to 
have taken its name from the Stone of Des- 
tiny (or Scone), the place where Scottish 
kings were once crowned, 

‘The original triangularshaped scone 
was made with oats and griddle-baked. To- 
day's versions are more often flour-based 
and baked in the oven. They also come in 
various shapes—triangle, round, square 
and diamond. 

“Scones are very simple to 
make using readily available 
ingredients. You can have a 
batch of warm scones on the 
table within half an hour,” says Koa, who 
has been offering scones in all 30 French 
Baker outlets nationwide. 

‘The main thing to remember in making 
scones is that the dough needs very light 
mixing and it should be soft, much softer 
than pastry. In fact, it is better for the 
dough to be alittle too soft rather than too 
dry. Also, itis important to bake scones ina 
pre-heated oven so they can start rising 
Straight away. 

"Scones are best served warm from the 
oven. But they can be reheated for a few 
minutes, if necessary" adds Koa. 

Serve scones warm in a cloth-lined bas- 
ket with tea, hot chocolate, cider or coffee. 

Ingredients 

2call-purpose flour 

1/3 c refined sugar 

Yatsp salt 

1 tbsp baking powder 

* bar Magnolia Gold Butter (cut cold 
butter into cubes) 

% c raisins or dried blueberry or wal- 
nuts 

lpcegg 

Yecall-purpose cream 


For suggestions, e-mail vbaga 
@inquirercom.ph 


Í cheese, or 


Grand buffet for grandparents 


REMOVE plastic cover and roll out dough or pat into an eight-inch 
round, %-inch thick patty, dusting some more flour as needed, 


WITH a knife or pizza cutter, cut the dough like a pizza into eight to 
12 wedges. Place scones about one inch apart on an ungreased 
baking sheet. 


Said to be 
of Scottish 
origin, this 
is a quickie 
bread 


SERVE scones 
warm with jam 
and butter, or 
jamand whipped 
cream, or cream LIGHTLY brush scone tops with additional 
cream and sprinkle with sugar. (For walnut 
scones, omit sugar). Bake for 12 minutes, 
until tops are golden brown. 


sprinkled with 
powdered sugar, 


ON SEPT. 12, Grandparents’ Day, the eat-all- 
you-can, eat-all-you-want buffer restaurant 
Cabalen has a treat for lolo or lola and their 
families. Just come to any branch of Cabalen 
in a group of 10 and get a free buffet meal for 
a grandparent. 

Recognized as the home of hearty Filipino 
dishes, Cabalen offers a wide array of Filipino 
favorites, including the real meal starter Bula- 
lo Soup, the filling yet light Dried Radish Sal- 

mouth-watering Kare-Kare and Bistig 

ng Bangus, juicy and well-marinated 

Crispy Ulo and a wide selection of desserts 
and kakanin. 

‘The all-day, all-night continuous buffet 
spread of Cabalen is only P249 for adults and 5 
P105 for kids below four feet. These afford- 
able prices make Cabalen the ideal choice for 
family celebrations. 

Cabalen is in West Avenue, QC; SM Mega- 

mall; SM Manila; SM North Edsa; Glorietta 3; 
Robinsons Place Manila; Robinsons Starmills 
Pampanga; Brickroad, Sta.Lucia; and Harri- 
son Village Square. Cabalen also caters for all 
occasions. Call 4219220 or 9135522. 


INIHAW na 
Hito with Buro 
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